There was a core group of people who undertook the task of planning, financing and building the eruv and it is appropriate that their efforts be publicly recognised. The initiative came from Rabbi Alan Kimche of Ner Yisrael back in 1987. The founding committee led by David Schreiber, included Edward Black and Laurence Begner. As the project gathered momentum, it was brought under the umbrella of the United Synagogue and the halachic guidance and constant encouragement of the Rosh Beth Din, Dayan Ehrentreu. The original committee was expanded to include Graham Morris and Alan Perrin as well as ad-hoc representatives from various communities in the area to help with liaison and fund-raising. This core group ran the project through its planning phase including mounting a public enquiry in 1993 which overturned the Council’s earlier planning refusal. 
The eruv committee successfully overcame all manner of obstacles, including humanist and human rights campaigners, objections from groups across the spectrum of the Jewish and non-Jewish scene, changes to the area topography, and other issues that each resulted in frustrating delays along the way. David Schreiber stayed with the project after making aliya in 1995 and Edward Black took on an expanded role dealing with the press, the council, government ministries and contractors.
I feel it should be said and appreciated that this group worked very hard and effectively in a rather unconventional, informal structure with no thought to status but with great mutual respect and trust. 
In 2001 Rabbi Jeremy Conway joined the group to supervise the halachic aspects of implementation and at the same time, I became involved in the integration of this pathfinding project within the US structure as a prototype for other future US eruvim.
I would also like to use this public opportunity to pay tribute to several non-Jewish professionals without whose contribution we would simply not have succeeded. The late Mr. Eric Fibbens, of Planning Consultants, Fibbens Fox, gave expert evidence at the Public Enquiry in an exhausting session from which he was taken directly to hospital and died only a few days later. On his deathbed, he had dictated a parable addressed to the Government Inspector. Details and the parable appear on the eruv website. His colleague, Graham Murdoch, has worked well beyond the call of any professional requirement and at very modest cost, to see the project through from planning inception in 1990 to completion. Our success at the Public Enquiry, which was pivotal in changing not only the decision but also the political mood in our favour, was achieved by the outstanding advocacy of Mr. John Steel QC. Those who sat through the hearings will not forget his incisive performance, on our behalf, in dealing with the substantive issues while exposing the prejudice and anti-Semitism that we faced.
I think it’s fair to say that the community has been well served by a small group of people who have tirelessly pursued their objective over the long haul and in the face of not inconsiderable cynicism and obstruction, and they have delivered Britain’s first community eruv.
