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CONFIDENTIAL BRIEFING NOTE TO JOHN STEEL QC RE: ERUV OPPONENTS

There is a core group of opponents each with a different agenda and none with
genuine planning objections who have made common cause.

Councillor Frank Davis

Campaigner. Started as Socialist; then changed name to Frank Liberal Davis so that
ballot paper would read: DAVIS, Frank Liberal; then became Tory.

Long history of activity for Jewish and Israeli causes

Fought fascist antisemites in fist fights in Cable Street age 15

Opposed bar on Jewish membership at Finchley Golf Club

Served on Board of Deputies’ Jewish Defence Committee

Set up own bus charter company in protest against London Transport service

Governor of Tel Aviv University
Opposition, expressed in June 1992 at briefing by Eruv Committee to Public Works
8F] Pléingin% Committees, based on 'possible movement of more orthodox Jews into
the Suburb'.

Write-in campaign generated many letters to FD
FD complained to Board of Deputies and United Synagogue against 'pressure’

In telephone conversation between David Schreiber & FD, Friday 26th June 1992,
FD confirmed support for the Eruv. It was clear that FD was torn between inclination
to fight with us for Jewish cause and pressure to side with Roy Shutz and other
assimilated Jews and Lord McGregor and co. He raised no planning objections at
all. He appeared to welcome with some relief my call to join our cause.

Letter hand delivered to FD 26/6/921, Rabbi Jackson spoke from text supplied by DS
and posters put up in Synagogue. FD did not contradict outcome in any way.
| believe that FD assumed we would lose in Public Works and his promise would not
be called.
After the PW decision in July and faced with his commitment to us but also pressure
from Roy Shutz and others, FD tried a number of ruses to avoid the proposal
coming to TP&R :
Together with Lord McGregor, he tried to have the application called in for Public Inquiry?
To have the proposal thrown out on technical grounds, eg lack of proper notice - rejected by
Max Caller, Chief Executive of Barnet Council3
Eruv Committee was accused of bribing Public Works 4. Accusation was thrown out.
Questioned Barnet's legal right to licence the Eruv®
He requested that the matter be immediately referred to the full Council _
In November 1992, Lord Jakobovits sent a request for a private meeting with FD
which was ignored.é :
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Letters and Poster

Hamé&High 20ct 92

Ham&High 23 Oct 92

Hamé&High 8 Dec 92

Ham&High 31 Dec 92

letter to ED, dated 18 Nov 92 from Jeremy Hershkorn



CONFIDENTIAL BRIEFING NOTE TOJOHN STEEL QC RE: ERUV OPPONENTS

At TP&R meeting, Frank Davis opened by referring to Eruv as that "Four letter
word". In putting his planning objections, he stated that there is no existing street
furniture in Wildwood Road and that therefore the Eruv would be an unacceptable
precedent. Others hooked their objection on this. For example, Councillor Victor
Lyon quoted FD saying that he would have no objection other than the Wildwood
Road situation - and voted against.

We were later told by an outraged councillor that the night before the TP&R meeting,
Victor Lyon had been promised the Mayorship by Roy Shutz, if he voted against.

Gerald Isaaman, Edlitor/General Manager of Ham&Hligh

Lifelong friend of Frank Davis

Meeting with Edward Black and DS in January 1993 to discuss our complaint about
editorial bias of the Ham&High following 'Vigilante' story.?

DS pointed out that story was based on discredited evidence and sub-headline
'‘Alarm in Suburb' was totally unfounded and mischievously self-fulfilling. Gl
response:

"Listen, boy. I managed to escape from the ghetto of Stanford Hill when I was a teenager and
establish myself in Hampstead where no-one knew where I came from and it was
cosmopolitan. I'm not going to allow you and your sort to come along and put a wire around
mel" :
H&H story was picked up without checking by the Guardians and unquestionably a
large number of Suburb residents were justifiably alarmed by story.

Response to a number of further incidents of misleading reporting was a taunt to
refer the matter to the Press Complaints Commission, on which Gl sits and which is
chaired by his friend, Lord McG. eg

Story to discredit petition®10

Story that major Israeli town of Ramat Gan has no Eruv.

I was called hours before deadline and asked to respond to quote from Deputy Mayor of
Ramat Gan, which is twinned with Barnet, who was quoted as saying that there is no eruv in
the town. I explained that he is not observant, that there has been an eruv there for at least 30
years and the fact that he is not aware of it just shows how innocuous it is. Reporter still
threatened to run story as "Major Israeli Town Doesn't Even Have Eruv" quoting the Deputy
Mayor and mentioning my comment. We managed to get the Chief Rabbi of Ramat Gan on
the line for the Hamé&High who offered to fax map and details. I requested that the story be
run anyway to show precisely that an eruv can be in existence for 30 years and those who
don't need it don't even know of its existence. GI refused claiming 'editorial discretion'.

Lord McGregor, Chairman Press Complaints Commission
Lives in Wyldes Close, off Wildwood Road

Long known and monitored for anti-semitism

See letter from David Bogush, ex-HGS Trust Councillor

— D 0~

Hamé&High 15 Jan 92

Guardian 16 Jan 92

Letter DS to GI, 13 Jan 93 and’

Fax to Mathew Lewin, Dep Editor, 17 Feb 93



CONFIDENTIAL BRIEFING NOTE TOJOHN STEEL QC RE: ERUV OPPONENTS

History of Lord McG's window gives lie to concern for strict local planning issues.
The compulsory leaded lights had apparently already been removed when he
bought his house. His fellow councillors had repeatedly requested that he restore
windows and he refused. When the HGS Trust Supervisor visited Lord McG's home
and formally requested restoration, he was threatened with sacking.

Note Lord McG refers in his proof to existing vandalism of Wyldes Close road sign
so Eruv cannot be represented as cause.

Christopher Kellerman, HGS Trust Manager

Initial reaction incorrectly assumed 'hundreds of poles in Suburb' and was reported

in Ham&High as "Jewish Border Poles 'will spoil the Suburb:

See letter of objection

Michael Max, Former Councillor and Chairman of HGS Institute
Coined term 'divisive' in relation to Eruv, quoting South African Apartheid
experience, carried by Ham&High!12

Roy Shutz, Tory leader of the Council

Meeting with Laurence Begner and DS in Town Hall office

Confirmed that even if the eruv could be established with no construction at all, like
Strasbourg, he would oppose it because "it would give a benefit to a minority group".

Norma Blausten, President HGS Tories
"More orthodox people in the area will upset the social balance"13

11
12
13

Hamé&High 12 June 92
Hamé&High 9 Oct 92
Ham&High 26 Nov 93



Special
Announcement
to residents of

" Hampstead Garden Suburb

l
!
i
i

Inresponse to the many letters sent to Councillor Frank
Davis as part of the Write-In campaign from Nox:j::e
Lea, Councillor Davis has asked us to inform resid

of the Suburb that he has carefully considered the Eri.w
proposal and that he will support it.

Councillor Davis wishes topointout toresidents ﬂla]‘t‘t\e
has no vote on the Public Works Committee which
meets on the 30th. June but that if and when the matter
reaches the Town Planmng & Research Commlttee, on
which he sits, he will vote in favour. :

Councillor Davis wishes to thank everybody for
pressing theirviewsto hlmandlsproudtobeassocna
with this community initiative.

The United Synagogue Eruv Committee would likelto
thank everybody at Norrice Lea for backing the

paignand publicly express ourappreciationand respect
for Councillor Davis' statement.

THE UNﬁED SYNAGOGUE ErRUV COMMI’ITEE




THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE
ERUVCOMMITTEE

9 WEST HEATH ROAD LONDON NW3 7UX
TEL (071) 433 3434 FAX (071) 433 3934 !

Councillor Frank Davis
20 Connaught Drive
London NW1 6B]

26th. June, 1992
Dear Councillor Davis,

Further to our telephone conversation this afternoon and your generous
expression of support for the Eruv, I confirm that I have arranged for the
attached poster to be displayed in Norrice Lea and have asked the Rabbi to
make suitable reference to the matter.

I am sorry that our conversation became a little heated and apologise if I
was in any way discourteous. It did however serve to expose the Elslc
misunderstanding that had arisen and I sense we were both a little
relieved to have cleared the air properly.

It was mast heartening to learn of your willingness to support this very
important initiative and to have your commitment to vote in favour, if and
when the proposal reaches the Town Planning & Research Commhittee.

I have no doubt at all that a very large number of local people, in | uding
young mothers, handicapped people and the elderly, will admu'e ou for
your stand on their behalf and appreciate it.
Thank you very much.

Yours sincerely,

Lk s Qoseter

David Schreiber




o
Dor Dor Vec],orshav @ T T T

The German Co]ony n«pnan Navin
Jerusalem Israel 93 117 oy !
Tel (INT+972 2) 619445 TebY !
Fax 617213 opn :

Councillor Frank Davis JP

20 Connaught Drive

London NW11 6Bj

16th. October, 1992 é

As I will be staying in Israel for the next week or so, I did not want to
delay responding to your letter of the 11th. October.

You are clearly upset about recent events in the Suburb and sonje
comments by Rabbi Kimche, although these were not directed at you. I
am a bit confused by your reference to our contact in July and pérhaps
your feelings have now blurred your recollection of our discussion at
that time. :

For good order let me therefore just run over the main points, :

although as you pointed out, our discussion was recorded at the time, -

so there is no room for doubt between ourselves or any other party.

You were unhappy about the large mailbag you were receiving {from
Suburb residents anxious to impress on you their need for the eyuv.
You felt that it was a pressure on you - and indeed is that not the
democratic system that you champion at work, wherein, thank God,
people can express their feelings directly to those who represent
them. However you complained to various people, including the
United Synagogue management, who passed on your concerns |to me.
|
We spoke on the phone on Friday 26th. June at 3:50pm and you |
explained that you were very unhappy that people were wntmi to

you and asking you to support the eruv and that they assumed that
you were on the Public Works Committee. After some discussion on
this point, we resolved that your position was that you had no
objection to the eruv as such but wanted it made clear to Suburi)
residents in general and members of Norrice Lea in particular, that
you were not involved with Public Works but that you undertook to
vote in favour when the proposal came before the Town Plannihg &
Research Committee on which you sit. Let me remind you that lﬁllus



cont

was not under any pressure - quite to the contrary you asked mx

whether I could possibly arrange for Rabbi Jackson to so inform

community that Shabbos and I promised to try. (And I did!)

Frank, you have obviously been a very prominent and respecteg
member of the Jewish community and strongly identified with J
causes and Israel over the years. I understand that you are now,
real pressure from fellow suburb councillors and others but am
convinced that you would not want to spoil such a proud recorc
this stage by breaking your public promise to hundreds of your f
residents. They, of course, will not stand for such an about-face
have no doubt at all that your recorded committment would be
public. Frank, there is very strong feeling out there that you are
bowing to pressure from people who really are anti-semitic. Cl

page 2
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neither you nor any of the 'objectors' have any real problem with the

eruv as, indeed, you confirmed in our conversation on the 26th.
people will draw their own conclusions. I would hate to see tha
happen as it would ruin a proud record.

Far from being 'hysterical’, my letter of the 26th. properly recor
the conclusion of our conversation, the announcement was mad
shul the next day by Rabbi Jackson and posters were put up exas
agreed with you. With this as a matter of record, you are going

awfully silly claiming to the press that you were too nauseated f

respond!

For various reasons, it really is time for you to stand up and be

SO
£

ded
ein
tly as
to look
o

counted and maintain the courage of your convictions in the fade of

pressure from Shutz, McGregor and others who are using you
their own agenda.

In order to be clear between us, I do require an unequivocal stat

for

ement

of your support and an undertaking that you will cease and desist
from your behind-the-scenes opposition. You will have the onggS’

support of people who care for you and appreciate your integri
committment to the community. In the absence of such a stand
part,  have no doubt that the matter will be fully exposed and
then be out of both of our hands.

ng
and
your
rill
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'rick Jones recelves his campaign medals from Major-General Carleton-Smith.

lals at last for Derrick

rrick Jones has at
rar medals with
century after he
amein.

i, who lives in
Gospel Oak, and
wn hattle against
ly presented with
week. They were
‘hest by Major-
Carleton-Smith,
TP st Nleenn . 08 '

was told that army records showed
he was ‘“‘dead and buried”. A
spokesman for the Ministry of
Defence told the Ham & Righ that
the medals had been posted to him
in 1979. They never arrived.

Mr Joues finally received them
last Thursday at a ceremony follow-
ing a performance in his honour of
Memories of Childhond at the
Lilian Ruyvlis Theatre,

Raocehery

unusual to have them so late,™ he
added, pinning on the *39-'45 Star,
the Africa Star, the Italy Star, the
Defence Medal, and finally the Vic-
tory Medal.

Mr Jones said the medals were
worth waiting for. “*lt’s a matter
of knowing that the War Office
were wrong, because they said |1
was dead,” he said.

McGregor steps up
pressure on eruy

LORD McGregor, the “former
chairman  of the  Hampstead
Garden Suburb Trust. is consider-
ing asking the Government 1o
take over the Hnited Synagogue’s
controversianl cruv planning ap
plication.

The United Synagogue wants to
designate  the Subwrh, Golders
Green and Jendon as an cruv, a
symbaolically enclosed sirea within
which Jewish Sabbath nules can be
relaxed 1o allow  the use  of
wheelchairs and prams and other
activities otherwise forbidden on
Saturdays.

Most of the boundaries {or the
proposed eruv already exist, such
as roads, but an application has
been made to Barnet to crect
poles so the gaps can be spanned
with thin wire.

Orthodoxlobbyists foreed Lord
MceGiepor to resign as chainman
of the Suburh Trust at the
organisation’s annual mecting last
week amid a row overaletter sent

- by the Trust 1o Barnet raising con-

cemnsabout the eruv,

Lord McGregor, whao is chair-
man of the Press Complaints Com-
mission. confirmed this week that
he was considering asking lor o
public enquiry. =T am at the mo-
ment looking at the possibilities al
action that may now be taken . he
(HITR

He did not know il the depart-
ment of the envitonment had the
powcis to take the application ont
al Banet's hands, but he was mak
ing inquities ahout that possi-
bility. =1 feel strongly about it
because 1 think that the imposi-
tion of an cruv is wrong in princi-
ple and could have potentially
very damaging consequences in
providing  a focal  point  of
divisiveness in the  Hampstead
Garden Suburh,™

Frank Davis. councillot for the
Suluuh | said: U it is a lact thit
the Doli have the power tocall the
matierin, that is to sav remove the
matter from Barnet's jurisdiction,
it would certainly relieve the in-
tense pressure being put upon
many conncillars ™

A Dok spokesman said the T -
vitonment  Sccretary had - the
power to el orany planning ap-
plication if there was arcason lar
it This usually Bappened il anap-
plication had  more than tocal
signilicance or it it touched on un
arcan where national plnaing
policy needed to be detenmined

Following the aprom over i
vonunents, the Trasd has sent o
secomd etter o Barnet stahing
that the Trast does not oppose the
cruv plans. but tears the proposed
poles between Wildwood  Rise
and Wyldes Close might be un-
sightly and not be in keeping in an
outstanding conseovation area It
wits also concerned there might be
practical  problemy  over e
maintenance of the polesand theit
connecting wires.,

“We o recognise  a potential
divisiveness which has alicady
begun to surround the proposal to
place we cruy houndary on ihe
south side of Wildwood Roead,™
the new letter adds.

@ Sce page 8.

Police fears for missing children

DETECTIVES have nched an
intcrnationad hum 0] lm(l\ downa

P ) s

Scrgeant Kevin (Y'Shea. of the
Alhany Sticet Child Protection

\\lull(I“ILLl\ll(‘IIl( .umh n(’ uun
cit e to e
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Barnet plannersdeny
breaking law over eruv

BARNET har been accused of

hregking planning laws for not giv-
ing residents enough time to com:
meut on the United Synagoguc's
application (o create a symbolicai-
ly cuclased aren or “cruv™ for Or-
thodox Jews. )

‘The United Synagogue has ap-
plicd 1o Barnet (or plamving con-
sent to span gaps in the eruy —
baunded mostly by roads —~'with
poics and wire. WRhin the erav.
enciosing Golders Green, Hamp-
stead Garden Suburb and Hen.
don, Sabbath restrictions would
he refaxed.

The council took out newspaper
adverts 10 publicisc the apptica-
tion in August. giving residents
three wecks to comment. :

But Suburb councillor Frank
Davit zaid Bammert had acted
unlawiully under the newiy-
amended Town and Country Plan-
ning Aet. “Inscitingaclosingdate
of September 1R they pave the im-
pression thas no abjections could
be received after that date. Thatis
quite wrong.™

Chiel planner Geoff Brown
wrote o My Davis telling him fie
had set that date for convenience,
“Why is this mcmber of stafl in
such a hurry. since the application
cant be before the town planning’
committees untit December?™ ask-
ed MrDavis,

MrBrown told the Ham & High

that councils feced 3 lcgal requice-
ment to give, people 21 days t0
comment, and sad that Barnet
had written 129 {ctters to residents
who would have poles very cloxe
to their homes.

But Mr Dayis was appalled that
only 129-letters were sent out

when. aceacding to the official Jist. .

the application inciuded 99 poles.
“One might have thought this was
toaveid toa many objeclions.” he
said.

. Barnev's chief executive, Max -

Culler, saig: * We are content that
we have fulltifed the spicic and the
tetterof thelaw.™

P.v2-03
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Ombudsman
probes eruv
complaint

A RESIDENT whose front
garden could become part of the
controversial “eruv” has promp-
ted an investigation by the local
government ombudsman of an
alleged “‘gift” to Barnet by the
eruv committee of the United
Synagogue.

Ombudsman Dr David Yardley
is investigating after a letter from
a resident raised the question of
whether a gift to the council from
the committee might sway the decn-
sion in their favour.

A council report said staff and
resource costs committed to con-
sidering the eruv had been *‘dealt
with” by the gift. “The acceptance
- of the gift might have introduced
bias, albeit unconsciously, in
favour of the proposal,” said the
resident’s letter.

The council has refused to
disclose details of the gift, which is
mentioned in a report to the
public works committee. :

Dr Yardley would not discuss
the case before his investigations
were complete. He said: “I am
concerned  with the process
whereby an application is con-
sidered. If at any stage I am per-
suaded that there has been some.
fault in the admmlstrauve pro-
cedure, then I will say so.”

The reS|dem's letter also com-
plained that eruv committee
representatives were given the op-
portunity to present their case to
councillors while residents were
not. There was no evidence to

substantiate the claim that the
eruv would benefit 10,000 people,
itadded.

The United Synagogue has ap-
plied to erect telegraph-type poles
to create the symbolically enclos-
ed area covering Hampstead
Garden Suburb, Golders Green
and Hendon.

Within the boundaries, Sabbath
laws could be relaxed to allow the
pushing of prams and
wheelchairs. Consent was given
by Barnet’s public works com-
mittee in June but a final decision
is due from the planning com-
mittee on January 20.

The letter to the ombudsman
said that the principle at issue was

" the eruv’s public recognition by

the erection of physical boun-
daries on public land. *“This could
be conceptually offensive to
Barnet residents, Jewish as well as
non-Jewish.”

Letters to Barnet in support of
the plan could only have come
from foltowers of the eruv com-
mittee as they were sent when the
council had not issued public
notices, it added.

The rtesident, whose house

would form part of the eruv boun-
dary, said: “'If I had the money, I

.would seek an injunction against

the council proceeding until the
constitutional aspect has been
decided. They are claiming my
front garden as part of the eruv
and I oppose the eruv in every
way.”

" FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1992

HAMPSTEAD
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' Fresh elementin
eruv legal tangle

BARNET does not have the legal
right to license an eruv because of
the number of privately owned

roads in the proposed area,.

Barnet councillor Frank Davis has
claimed. .
The United Synagogue has ap-

plied to the council for planning

permission to erect posts to create
an eruv, or symbolically enclosed
area, covering Hampstead Gar-
den Suburb, Golders Green-and

Hendon. Religious law within the -

boundary can be relaxed to allow
Orthodox Jews to push wheel-
chairs and prams on the Sabbath.

.But Mr Davis has pointed out
that there are 25 roads and 24
open spaces owned by the Hamp-
stead Garden Suburb Trust within
the proposed eruv.

In June the public works com-
mittee gave consent for wires to be
erected over the public highway,
subject .to “all necessary -ap-
provals and consents being ob-
tained”.

Mr Davis believes, however,
that the committee may have

1 acted beyond its powers. *“It might
-seem that the borough does not

have the power to lease or license
private streets and open spaces to

a third party without consent. No
such consent hasbeen sought.”

The couhcil’s planning coms
mittee is due to make the final dec:-

. sionon January 20.

Mr Davis also said the existence
of a number of allotments within
the boundary could mean that Or-
thodox Jews could not take advan-
tage of the eruv. He noted that
religious law prohibits the inclu-
sion of any cultivated area larger
than 200ft by 100ft. “No-one will
use the eruv even if they do get
consent, unless they break their
ownrules,” he said.

“I'know that I have been named

as an opponent, but I think it is-

essential that the Jewish communi-
ty is aware of all the problems that

“exist and have yet to be over-
-come,” he said. “‘As a result there

is a great deal of hype regarding
the eruv, without the possibility of
creating it even being in sight. Ido
hope that the’ public is not being
conned.”

Alan Perrin, technical adviser
to the United Synagogue’s eruv
committee, said he could not com-
ment on what Bamet could and
could not do. He admitted that the

Pyi(":“rc nf o peultivated seaa

within an cruv could be a pro-
blem. “I don’t think we would pro-
ceed with our application if there
were a basis in Jewish law that
would invalidate the whole thing.
There are many aspects which
would invalidate it and we believe
we have coped with all of them."”
Mr Davis told the Ham & High
that he had been sent a Chanukah
card bearing a skull and cross-
bones and anti-Semiticslogans.
He said he had no doubt that it
was prompted by the eruv applica-
tion. “The very thing that I wam-
cd about is now takmg place.

- Anti-Semitic literature is being

distributed to members of the
Jewish community.”

Mr Davis said he was surpnscd
to read in the cruv application
advertisement in the Ham & High
carlier this month that an eruv
could be declared for “‘persons of
the Jewish faith”.

“This is misleading since that
comment relates only to some
members of the  United
Synagogue and is vehemently
disputed by the majority of the
Jewish community. The town plan-

ning employees responsnblc for
tha -l
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31 Litchfield Way i
Hampstead Garden Suburb |
London g

NwW1l 6NS :

Telephone Number: 071-491 4729 (Office)
081-458 7736 (Home)

18th November 1992

Councillor Frank Davis
20, Connaught Drive ,
London NW11l 6BJ i

" ——

Dear Councillor Davis

Proposal to the Barnet Council foxr ghé.C6ﬁstruction

of the Hendon and Golderg Green Exuv

I refer to my previous correspondence and to our discusaions
regarding the above matter.

I have been asked to write to you and Councillor Shutz by
the former Chief Rabbi, Lord Jacobovits, who would like to
meet with both of you to discuss various matters relating to
the above and the way this will affect the community as a

whole.

I am informed by Lord Jacobovits’s personal secretary that
he would currently be available to have a meeting with you
on any of the following dates: -

14th, 16th, 17th, 21st, 22nd or 23rd December 1992.
Accordingly, I would ke gzaztsful if you would ple

e
telephone--mn .om:, vocadnt. 2% thin: latiter-awiih -those datds -
e

which are convenient to both of you.whersupon I will ma
arrangements for an appropriate time and venue.

I look forward to hearing from you.
With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,
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Jewish zealots: We’ll patrol eruv

AN EXTREMIST Jewish
organisation — possibly link-
ed to groups known for tuking
violent action — could be plan-
ning to setup avigilante group
to protect the proposed eruv,
adocument leaked to the Ham
& High this week has reveal-
ed,

Minutes  of a  mecting in
December of the British Sevtion
of the Kahana Delence Ciroup
refer 10 the organisation’s deci-
sion 1o sct up a “low-profile™
vigilante group to protect the pro-
posed eruv boundary,

Alarm in Suburb as extremist plan is revealed

And. the minutes rccord, “if
malice would continue, taugher nc
tinn would be taken aftes consulta.
tion with the Jewish Defence
League in New York™,

‘the name of the organisation
suggests a link with the late Rabbi
Mcir Kahane, founder of Israel’s
outlawed extremist Kach party.

‘The document identifies people
present at the meeting oaly by in-
itials. It mentions a discussion that
included *D.E." and a member of
the “E. committee™— under-

stood to refer to the Uniled
Synngogue’seruv commillee.

Rut cruv committee chairman
David Schreiber denicd any suth
conncction, "t sounds like you
have got a spool. Neither mysclf
nor anyone to my knowledge has
had such a discussion. nor would it
be anything that we would cn-
courage. We arc not  worried
ubout vandalism,”™

The eruv committee has applicd
to Baroct to crect posts linked
with wire to mark the boundary of

an eruv, or symbalically enclined
aren. It would take in parts of
Tlampsteadd  Cianben  Suburehy,
CGiolders Greenaond Hewdon,

Religious Liw within the boun-
dary can be relaxed to allow Or-
thodox Jews to push wheelchairs
and prams on the Sabbath,

‘The document mentions discus.
sion of the fegal implications of
vigilante action  “A.1L.D.” s
recorded as having argued that
since the cruv would have council
approval, anyone attempting to

damage the “poles or strings™
swould be acting against the law -~
niaking the vigitantes “upholilers
ol the w™,

the  meeting.  held o
the house of “AH.D.", decided
to form a low-profile vigilnte
group. irrespective of the upinion
ol the eruv commitice,

The document, which containe
grammatical and spefling crrars.
says tougher action would be
taken il madice continued, after
consulting*) D L.in HO/NY*®.

J.D.L. appears to be the Jewnh
Delence League, which is linked
to Kach, the extreme-right bracli
party led by Rabbi Muir Kahame

s fon twe e
I Rach be-

s apanst

the MHampsicad Garde
Trust, said the docurent showedd
how divisive the eruy i become,
*This is what the trust said right
al the very heginning. Privite
vigitante groups patretling could
be extremely provocative.™
Toback pagei

| e

~JFrompage 1

Headoa South MP John Mar-
shall said he was not convinced the
document was accurate. ~'[ can’t
belicve that the individuals in sup-
port of the cruv are supportive of
Kahane, whose policies were such
that he was banaed from standing
as a candidate in Tsrael's election
by the Supreme Courtin Israel,™

Michael Whine, a spokesman
for the Board of Depuoties of
British told the Ilam &
seaction is to say
it might be a hoax. Atlempls were
made to establish a2 Jewish
Detence League here two years
ago but they foundered due 1o
lack ofinterest.™

Scrgeant Bernard  Forbes of
Galders Green police said the
dacument had been passed o
Special Branch. *They thinkitisa
hoax. We are not poing to permit
vigilantes. We never have and we
never will.” he said.
® The date for a decision by
Barnet on the eruv application has
been postponed until February 24
because  the  Department  of
Transport has not approved the
crection of poles and wires on
roads it controls.

Aspects of the application pass-
cd to the DTp relate to the North
Cireular, the Al Hendon Wav
and Finchley Road. Child's Hill.

A Jewish couple from Child's
Hill. who do not want to be nam-
edl, say they will have to move il
Barnet pives permission for the
cruy.

In a letter to Barnct the couple
said that, as humanists, the fact
that same of the poles would he
visible from their windows would
he “psychologically intolerable™.

l — == -
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Vlgllante fear in proposed London communlty domain’

Jewish tensions rise|

over plan for ghetto’

David Sharrock

ENSION was rising in
Britain’s largest Jewish

commumty yesterday

“‘over plans to create an
eruv, or symbolically enclosed
area, as fears grew that extrem-
ists. plan to set up vigilante
groups in the community.

Divisions within the 20,000-
strong Jewish community in
the borough of Barnet, north
London, have been deepening
for three months over a pro-
posal by the United Synagogue
— the orthodox wing of British
Judaism — to create an eruv
covering seven square miles of
Golders Green, Hampstead Gar-
den Suburb and Hendon.

The eruv — which would
need more than 80 poles linked
with wire around the area “to
be symbolically indicated as
gateways'’ — would permit the
relaxation of religious law,
allowing orthodox Jews to
carry personal items like keys,
gloves and handkerchiefs on
the sabbath.

The eruv committee’s pro-
posal to Barnet council, which

will decide next month whether
to allow it, describes its pur-
pose as “to define the entire
area within the boundary as
one community domain”.

The plan is opposed by the
Hampstead Garden Suburb
Trust, dedicated to preserving
the architectural lntegnty of
thedistrict. -

In September, Lord McGre-
gor,
Complaints Commission, was
forced to resign as the trust’s
chairman at an annual general
meeting said to be packed w1th
orthodox groups. :

Many non-orthodox Jews in
the area oppose the plan, fear-
ing it may create a ghetto men-
tality. And although two-thirds
of residents in the proposed
eruv are non-Jewish, they .are
said to be reluctant to object for
fear of anti-semitic accusations.

A document leaked to the
Hampstead and Highgate Ex-
press, reveals plans for an ex-
tremist Jewish organisation to
set up a vigilante group to pro-
tect the eruv boundary. Min-

utes of a meeting of the “British-

section” of the Kahana Defence
Group read: “If malice would

chairman of the Press

continue, tougher action would
be taken after consultation with
the Jewxsh Defence League in
New.Yor .

The name of the JDL organi-
sationr is linked to Kach, the
extreme-right . Israeli party
banned there because of its.rac-
ist policies against Arabs and
Palestinians.

" Roy Shutz, leader of Tory-
controlled Barnet and an oppo-
nent of the eruv, said it was
being proposed by a small, un-
representative group. “I have
received many letters from con-
cerned people, some of them
saying they are Jews who fled
here during the war, and this is
the last thing they want to see.
“One letter makes the point
that in the past Jews have been
forced into ghettos and now
they seem to want to live in one

of their own making.” He de- |

scribed the document, which
police have passed to the
Special Branch, as “alarming”.
Eruv committee members
could not be contacted last
night but local newspaper
reports quote its chairman,

‘David Schreiber, calling the

document a hoax.

ca




THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE 7
ERUV COMMITTEE

UNITED SYNAGOGUE

9 WEST HEATH ROAD LONDON NW3 7UX
TEL (071) 433 3434 FAX (071) 433 3934

Mr. Gerald Isaaman
The General Editor
HAM&HIGH
by fax
13th January, 1993

Dear Mr. Isaaman,

I write to you following a telephone conversation with Nicky Bolster. She
was asking for comment on a document apparently referring to a meeting
between some vigilante group and this committee. I made it clear to her,
and I wish to make it clear to you, that there no truth in the suggestion of
such a meeting. I would certainly be aware of any such contact. I have not
met with such a group, I have not heard of them nor do I condone what
they purport to plan.

Furthermore, I believe that reporting this type of suggestion is only likely
to plant ideas where they do not presently exist in the minds of potential

vandals and as such is irresponsible. I trust it will therefore be ignored by
your paper. '

Yours sincerely,

David Schreiber



THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE /O
lmm W)y e

ERUV COMMITTEE UNTTED SYNAGOGUE

Mathew Lewin
by fax

17th February 1993

Dear Mathew,

Following our telephone conversation a little while ago, I find myself once
again needing to put my position on record to the Ham&High.

You asked me to comment on an allegation by somebody that about half of
the signatures on the pro-eruv petition were from outside the borough. I
explained to you that was a malicious and untrue suggestion. I personally
have checked each and every page of the petition and my staff have been
through it too, analysing the signatures ward by ward. Whilst we are only
human and we may have overlooked or misread some and I would always
allow for an error rate of 1 or 2%, I totally reject the allegation.

Furthermore and more important, I feel that perhaps I failed to convey to
you my dismay that the Ham&High were once again about to allow
themselves to be manipulated. You said to me that if you run the
allegation you will quote our denial and that that is 'fair' journalism and
that if both sides are shouting at you you can't be far off the right course.

The fact is, and I suspect that your publication knows this only too well,
that some opponents of the eruv have exploited this 'fair' journalism only
too cynically. 'Somebody' makes an outrageous allegation. You admit that
you cannot check it out but you are willing to consider publishing it, nay -
you feel obliged to, along with a denial, knowing full well that in the minds
of your readers this will plant serious doubt - after all there's no smoke
without fire etc.

9 WEST HEATH ROAD LONDON NW3 7UX TEL 071-433 3434 FAX 071-433 3934
Committee Laurence Begner, Brian Berenblut, Edward Black, Joe Bloomberg, David Cohen, Daniel Drukarz, Jeremy Hershkorn, Michael Goldblatt,
Michael Posen, David Schreber, Syma Weinberg
Rabbinic Panel Rabbi Isaac Bemstein (Finchley), Dayan Ivan Binstock (Golders Green), Rabbi Edward Jackson (Hampstead Garden Suburb),
Rabbi Alan Kimche (Ner Yisrael), Rabbi Sidney Siberg (Hendon)
Supervisory Authority Chief Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sacks and the London Beth Din

Technical Officer Alan Perrin B.Sc.



CONT PAGE 2

On this particular issue I have further explained to you that the petition
was delivered to Barnet deliberately in time for them to be able to vet it.

I have no doubt at all that this type of 'fair' journalism has significantly
contributed to distrust, division and uneccessary anxiety among the
general population, Jewish and non-Jewish alike. I cannot understand
how you can live with the ethical ramifications of the stance of the
Hamé&High and best instanced by the Jewish Zealots - Alarm in Suburb
headline. That unsupported headline caused alarm where non previously
existed. The story, of course, has proven to be unfounded.

It remains my belief and conviction that in pursuing this policy, the paper
has wittingly fanned the issue - perhaps to sell papers and/or to satisfy the
personal agendas of a very small group of individuals and in so doing has
caused the very 'divisiveness' and alarm that it reported. As I explained
when Mr Isaaman pointed to the letters he received expressing alarm, this
is 'self-fulfilling' reporting - you report it this week and by next week it's
true!

Sincerely,

David Schreiber
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' PMNStoputhpzl-tootpoleain
- Hampstead Gardén Suburb to mark

. 'the area thhm which arthodox Jews
" anythmg on the
gbbalh will Spml tbe ms, says the

SubuchTrust. .

© 1 - Aceording to- onhodox Jewish law
T 'smaohaetvemareno;allowedwcany

create an éncloscd area of 6.5
milﬂwiﬁt o nrmiic p:nmztef,

¥ oied “jnformstion on how many
putipand their siting.
b theié dre numerous

Sabbath law
defined by

and to umm% area with

the owmber of poles required could run
iintohundreds,” he said in aletter.
While the perimeter of the eruv
would follow some existing boundaries
such as rsilway embankments, motor-

- 'way barricrs and the frontages of

houses, the gaps would have to be sym-
bohmlly indicated. This would be dane
by emetmg two poles and spanmng the
area in between with wire — & method
for which planfing consent is required

. fromBamet.

Mr Kellerman said he did not think
the committes had thought its pro-
posals through, “I think. who
live in the Suburb ought to be consulted
about it. T would suggest that they hold
apublic meéting, I think we need much
more -information. Jewish people 1

. have spoken to are very much against

Ait-"
He pointed out that the two poles

ersh b()l'der poleS
“will spoil Suburb’

marking the Woodlands Close enuv, in
Golders Green, which was approved by
Basmet two years ago, were not well
maintained.

Alan Perrin, technical adviser to the
United Synagogue’s eruv committee,

- said he thought it was up to Barnet's

planning officers to decide who should
be infornied of the application, He did
not think any of the posts would be in
the trust area, but aaid Mr Kellerman
mmhn - approach Barnet and look at the
plans.

In a written pfea to councillors, the
eruv committee claimed that more than
10,000 people would benefit significant-
ty and that no-on¢e would be inconve-
nienced. “There will be a minority
group within the Jewish community

that does not fcel the need for this:

remedy and, on the other extreme, an

ultra»onhodox element who choose not .

to take advantage ofit,”

Councillors were also told that the
wire would be virtually invisible at the
proposed height of 21ft and that the
poles would be set st the back of
pavements and be less intrusive than ex-
isting street furniture, -

Hendon South MP John Marshall
has stated his support for the proposed
scheme.

Residents told
tocomplain
about bin men

HAMPSTEAD Garden
Suburb resiients have been
wrged to “complain and com-
plain amd complale’ about
the stamdard of the refuse col-

piaining because they are put-
ting owt extra rubbish which
tsnot going in the bins provid-

ed. If the yubbish was In the
bias K weald have been plck-
edup,’” hasaid,

Mr Steward suggested that
the residents go back to
Barott sad try aod-get the
specifications of the contract
a!lexedﬂth:yw-ledloou

sometimes golng om for xp to
24 hours, will be mabject to

greater controby under a -

Barnet Council inittative, the
RA beard.

As Brom July 1 all mew
burgize alarmuin Barnet will
have to be flited with a 20
muinyte cat-off device, From
Januscy 1, 1993, cvery almem
will have to have the device
and the key-holder's name
will kave to bhe registered
with the police,

" The pokice will sleo be

givea powers to break Im to

* houses where alarms ring for

longer than twominutes.
O Duk greem wasteblm
rather than the presest

bright yellow onesaretobe in.

stalied fn the Suburb e »
trial basts, The RA awaits the
conubents of residents.

@ Asuggestlon by a Suburh

sculptress that the RA funds -

the evectica of 2 sistus by her
in Central Square was met
with a lxkewarm response at
its meeting st week. The life
statue was offered for the cost
of casting, which was
estimated ot £1,000 to
£5,000.
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ACKGRCUD TO £RUV LISPUTE THAT HAS DIVIDED A

HAM & HIGH

J .
. COMMNUNITY

Relgious plan Suburb ‘must
tha:sparked avertdivision’
a biter row

JHE UNITED Syogue bas sppiicd to
Jamzt fot perwiss (0 erect ielegraph-
ype poles arconde borough to mark
he boundary of ambolicafly enclosed
atea, ot eruv, witkwhich Sabbath laws
are setaxed to ene Onthodox Jews to
pushpnm andpuhairs,

The scheme, wh takes in Golders
Green, HampsteaOarden Suburb and
Hemdon, wasappred by Banaet's public
works committee the end of fune. It is
tobe consideced bae ceatval areaplana-
ing committee (aschis month, The fisal
decision is duc (¢ made by the (own
planning and rarch committee in
November.

Mast of the prosed eruv bouadaries
are natural, such roads, but the pofes
are necded so thaps can be spanned

Pettion warns of hostility - Shutz:

HAMPSTEAD ARDEN SUSURB
vesidents have sethe Ham & Migh & 28-

signature petithospressing their toticern
that the erav wd cawse serfous distor.

Deep
#religioushardee af thiskind weretobe
erected on prbileads sad opea spaces,”
say the residentrba lnchude the former
Labour Minlstedmand Dell.

They axe shjing beeawse they clalm

Qoblnth ic 5ail’

withthinwireto form symbokic gateways.
Dissentoverthe lpplmm. which lzd
been brewing for som:' lnmn:. cyopted at
the smvual meeting Hampstead
Garden Suburb Frustiastmonth. '

Chairman Lord McGregor was foroed
1o yesign amid o forious row over 2 Trst
{etter to Basmiet yaising concemns abont the
eruv.

Follo«lnzlhemmhgurd McGregor,
wholrve:z?\\'yldesn(lloudm\?thcm
groposed for several pales in Wildwood
Rozd oo the Hempstead Heath extension,
said be felt the Governmens should take
aver the comiroversial apphication. He
Ceaved an cruv could heve potendially
damaging -consequences in praviding a
fnmlpmutoldiwuveumintheSubmb

the poles would cause su wusccepladie
viewal btighst fa thic acen, from which every-
one world cuffer to cerve Ghe badereste of
culy onoreligiom groag.

“p few. months oge, we :_em alk
dalighted that Loed McGregor of Durrls
mwummum

of Hamgotesd Garden Suberd Trust. Kis
resigoativn ot the yeormt maceting of the
Trust, ssa reselfof the vililfcation towhich
Ge wassubjected, s n foxecavie of dhe sicsen

THOSE who propose the eruv shonld rece
ogalse the deep cousern the plan & caunsing
and find anoiker way of achfcving their akb-
jmlvr. says former fampstead Garden
counciifor Michae Mwx.
"Aﬂ:nl.lhcw!mhliuhnbunh-
vented by mam and they could fnd swsther
way of solving thelr problesss,’ sald Mr
Max, who chaivs the Suburb nstitute.
“The siee of (he arch and the way iy,
which the probtem Iy sobved, namefy by &~

sinall plece of wylen thread, lead fo In-
credhlity seud iioutly [n ane
« frow Souths Africa sald G0

me {bad e had et that country fo avold
the soet of division Between Glack sud
wlmhdulmpmdmmeuﬁmun
audheflsds it objectiottable heve. "

Lke Frauk Davly, whe curcemtly reg.
resenis the Subuth on Baywet Counell, Me

residents’ associntlon pewspaper Suburb
News,

The artiche sald the exuv would en-

oourage young people to come fo the
Suborb, providing Efe bived for the
futare.

7 (hlak wamy peaple whil gz lint a3 ln-
dicating 3 wikk en the part of the gre-
maters of the eruv to reduce the desinable
mixthet welmveatpeesent, Fshink indegrs-
tlondg mave tmportant then division,’* vid
MrMax, stressing ihde was s persons) view'
that had mothing to Sa with his position at

“My sease of histuey Cells me that
boandaries create othor sevts of
boondacles and [ thick that they sve
divisive. Many slacere too-Jewish pesple
fed that they can't express (hemndves

CCTOBERS, 1992

Max sks0 expresscd feans shout antarticle, properly because their objections sy be
submitied by Nerrice.Lea Symagogue for  taken to be sntf-Semilic and that is
fhe autumm edition of the Sobnrd semething which kanasathematothem.”

slon that will be caused if this propoul s
sllowed ta proceed,*’

Meanwhile, Joas Lavrance, of Chikks
Way. Hompetesd Garden Salmrb. m
written to Judge Kswael Fimestein, chalr

Why 1

mam of the Board of Depatics of Britists 0 . :
imeamteaubiems QPDPOSE B e
an the evuy al the Tirmut's ansnus! eeting. 1wy connities, with one of the conten-
ab;udalou him to challenge them abont tlouspoles,

- SCl leme SomeJ ews

BARNET'S kader, Roy Shutz, belicves
that the cruy applization shoukd must pro-
weathihe desfrwith by the conaddl, andaot- ..

have become

t
’
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