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COURTOF THE CHIEFRABBI

b o] ADLER HOUSE
.. TAVISTOCK SQUARE

_ N LONDON, WC1H 3HP
Your Ref: . Telephone: 071-387 5772

Our Ref: Fax: 071-383 4520

11th February 1993
20 Shevat 5753 To Whom It May Concern

The London Beth Din is the Court of the Chief Rabbi, .the religious authority
of the United Synagogue which has 42 synagcgues in London and a membership of

39,000.

The prcvision of an eruv is a positive precept in Jewish law and a require-—.
ment of any established community. It enhances the Sabbath enjoyment of all
and particulariy for the elderly, the disabled and voung families.

The legal effect of an eruv is to extend the notional domain within which
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carrying is permitted, as indeed it is in a private home, on the Sabbath.

We have been asked to review the plans for the North West London Eruv, as
supbmitted for zlanning ccnsent to Barnet Council, and to rule on its validity
under Jewish law.

We have further been asked to comment on various statements that have appar-

ently been made py certain councillors and others regarding the nature of an
gruv and its eifect on non-users.

This ccurt has reviewed the plans in detail, has considered the specific area
and any special features therein and surveyed each site.

We confirm that the proposed eruv camplies in all respects with the require-
ments of Jewish law.

Contrary to statements attributed to certain councillors and others and pub-
licised recently:
® The eruv, when constructed, whilst enhanc*“g the Sabbath enjoyment of

practising Jews, has absolutely no effecr cn other people. Jews who prefer
not to use the eruv will simply ignore lt, as will non-observant Jews and

non—Jews.

® The posts and wire required for an eruv have no intrinsic religious sig-
nificance and there is no religious ceremony associated with their con-

struction. '
®* The eruv does not mark a ‘ghetto’.

* An eruv is a public symbol of tolerance and mutual respect.
It indicates a community free to practise and enjoy its own traditions as
part of, and integrated within an understanding and tolerant spczfg
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