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Fibbens Fox ASSOCiatES Chartered Town:PIannér's

31 The Broadway, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 OHQ. Tel: 081-505 8138 (4 lines) Fax: 081-506 1887

Directors: Consultants:
Eric Fibbens BSc (Est Man) FRICS Dip TP MRTPI lan Taylor BA (Hons) Dip ARCH (Hons) RIBA
Heather Fox BSc Dip TP MRTPI Mark Williams BSc ARICS

Graham Murdoch BSc (Hons) MRTPI ARICS
Carol Whatcott, Company Secretary

Controlier of Development Services Your reference

London Borough of Barnet Our reference EF/1871/AP2/PCF
Planning Group (Barnet House) Date 7th June 1993
1255 High Road

Whetstone

London N20 0OEJ

Dear Sirs,

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

INSTALLATION OF STREET FURNITURE TO COMPLETE THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE -
PERIMETER OF A DEFINED ERUV" AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN N2, N3, N6, NWZ2, NW3,
NW4, NW7 AND NWI1l

Please note that we have been instructed to advise and act.:for.the United
Synagogue Eruv Committee 1in respect of their proposa]s to: comp]ete the
definition of the perimeter of the designated Eruv in this area. Our clients
are disaappointed at your Council’s decision -of 2nd March -1993 to- refuse
planning permission in respect of their recent application and we hereby give
notice that an appeal 1is being made .to the Secretary of State for the
Environment against that decision.

Our clients would nevertheless prefer to resolve this matter by agreement if
at all possible and accordingly we hereby enclose a "repeat" application
which has been prepared after careful consideration of your Council’s reasons
for refusal and which incorporates revisions which we hope -will commend
themselves to your Members since they reduce even further the already 1imited
visual impact of our clients’ proposed development.

This application comprises the following documents:-

1. This covering letter.

2. App]icatfon form TP1 Part 1.

3.  Certificate B under Article 12A of the Town and Country Planning
General Development Order 1988.

4. A plan showing the boundary of the defined Eruv.

-1 - continued...
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Ref: 1871 To: L.B. Barnet S 7th June 1993

5. An index of the individual locations and for each location a
schematic plan describing the details of the street furniture
required.

In addition to the application documents one copy of additional supporting
information is enclosed, 1including a certificate signed by Messrs Stoy
Hayward, Chartered Accountants, confirming the validity of the petition
delivered to the Council in January 1993 in support of the previous
application.

Please note that this application is submitted within 12 months of your
Council’s decision to refuse planning permission in respect of the earlier
application, it relates to the same development in respect of the same series
of locations, and is submitted by the same applicant. Accordingly, no fee is
payable. S :

THE NATURE OF THE DEVELOPMENT

_ The proposed "development comprises solely the installation of a Timited
amount of street furniture in the form of typical street furniture poles, ie
typical street 1ighting columns or wooden poles thinner than telegraph poles:
Typically only two poles.will be required at any given location,- although in.
some cases a maximum of three poles will be required. The various locations
are each divorced from each other and there will thereforé be no
concentrations. '

In each Tocation the two or three poles will be connected at high level by a
thin wire. ' ' . ~

' CHANGES SINCE THE PREVIOUS APPLICATION
These revised proposals incorporate two ma%n changes:—'

1) Firstly, following discussions with the Royal Soc¢iety for the
Protection of Birds it has become clear that their previous
comments have been misinterpreted. The RSPB has no objections
to these proposals, nor any objections to the use of the originally
proposed nylon mono-filament wire which was later substituted by a
thicker 3mm thick wire. The nylon mono-filament wire is extremely
thin, being only a maximum 1mm circumference and virtually invisible.
These revised proposals are presented on the basis of the use of nylon
mono-filament wire in all locations, whereas the previous application
was considered on the basis of more visible 3mm wire.

-2 - continued...
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ii) Secondly, our clients have given very careful consideration to your
Council’s second reason for refusal concerning the Wildwood Road
location and the alleged impact of the proposal on the Conservation
Area. Following discussions with your Council’s highway engineers,
these current proposals involve the installation of only two "Eruv"
poles in this location (as opposed to seven originally proposed)
with the now thinner 1lmm diameter wire suspended generally between
existing street lamp-posts.

VISUAL AMENITY CONSIDERATIONS

Although your Council’s Planning Department has previously recommended the
grant of planning permission for the earlier proposals, your Council have
refused planning permission on grounds which.essentially amount to a visual
amenity objection, .alleging that the proposed street furniture would be
obtrusive, out of character, and detrimental to the general streetscene.

In our opinion those allegations are unfounded and the proposals need to be
considered in context. The defined Eruv has a perimeter of approximately 11.
~miles (17.6 kilometres) and ‘defines an area of about 6% square miles (16.8
square kilometres).  The defined area contains many miles: of roads and
approximately twice that mileage of.pavement.. On each road lamp-posts and
telegraph poles are found at frequent intervals as are other 1tems of street
furniture inciuding road signs, traffic lights etc. ; :

It is impracticable for us to count the existing items of street furniture
but it is self-evident that the area contains many thousands of lamp-posts
and many thousands of telegraph poles with their consp1cu0us wire. .

Against that background these proposals are de minimis.’ A-tota] of eighty
-poles is proposed, in groups of two or three, in scattered locations. -This
represents a very modest increase which in the context will be unnoticeable.

0f the 11 mile perimeter, the proposed virtually invisible wire will be
extended along only a total length of about 1025 yards (940 metres) and many
locations will involve a length of wire of no more than 20 metres.

IMPACT ON THE CONSERVATION AREA

The Wildwood Road section of the perimeter involves a length of about 250
metres but these revised proposals involve only 2 wooden poles, one at each
end of that length.

The wire itself will be thin and virtually invisible being suspended between

-existing street 1lighting columns. The immediate surroundings include
significant mature trees which provide a back-cloth which will further
disguise any residual impact.

-3 - continued...
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Again therefore these proposals will have a de minimis visual impact and will
have no adverse effect on the character or visual amenities of the
Conservation Area.

APPARENT MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND NON-PLANNING OBJECTIONS

We have noted the unusually large quantity of third party correspondence
generated by the previous application and have considered the various points
made. It seems clear that many of the representations were based on
misunderstanding and raised non-planning issues irrelevant to consideration
of the original application. We hope that the information already provided
in this letter will help clarify the situation for interested parties and we
provide the following comments which we hope will be of further assistance.

The Creation of an Eruv

An Eruv is a symbolic concept of meaning to observant Jews but to no other
people. It symbolises the immediate area around the homes of members of an
observant Jewish community and identifies the "home envirenment" of that
community. It’s boundary is defined by members of the community having
regard to their knowledge of the general 1ife of that community and its
component families with the guidance and approval of the Ecclesiastical
Court.

Usually the boundary of an Eruv is identified by previously existing natural
or man-made features, and in this case the vast majority of the length of the
boundary of the Eruv is already identified by pre-existing features such as
the M1 motorway, the surface level alignment of the Northern Line railway,
and existing lines of property fences.

-The additional street furniture proposed in this application is required to
provide a physical definition of relatively short lengths of the perimeter
not already otherwise defined by pre-existing boundary demarkation.

The completion of the identification of the perimeter is of vital importance
to the concept of the Eruv and is accordingly very important to the
substantial religious minority living within this area. The completion of
the identification will enable all observant Jews within this area to observe
the Sabbath within the. wider area of the Eruv rather than within the
restricted area of their own homes. It will therefore significantly improve
the quality of life of many people, and will be of particular benefit to
disabled persons, the elderly, and young families.

Conversely, with the exception of some de minimis impact on the streetscene,
-the completion of the perimeter of the Eruv will have no impact on the
amenities of any person and no adverse impact on the quality of 1ife of
anyone. Nobody will suffer any measurable loss of amenity.

-4 - continued...
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Should you wish
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CONCLUSIONS

In our view this application relates to a modest proposal which does not
contravene any Central Government policy nor any planning policy contained in
the Barnet UDP.

This application relates to a modest development which is required to serve
the community interests of a substantial religious minority and which will
improve the general amenities and quality of 1ife of that group.

The application development will have a de minimis 1impact on the general
streetscene, involving nothing more than a very modest increase in the
amount of already existing txpica] street furniture.

The proposed development will therefore not in any way alter the general
character of any part of the area nor will it have any adverse impact on the
character of the Conservation Area.

These proposals incorporate significant modifications to the previously
refused scheme involving the use of virtually invisible nylon wire and a
significant reduction in the number of poles required along Wildwood Road.

These proposals are even more worthy of the support .of .your Department than

those contained in the previous application and we’trust-that you will again

report the application to your Council’s Committee with.a recommendation-that -
planning permission be granted; and we hope that your Council’s Members will
be able to take an objective view and this time acpept-your recommendation.

0 discuss any aspects of these revised proposals please do

not hesitate dntact us. We should be very pleased to meet and explain-

r attention.

~

Yours fai

k_
Eric Fibbens

Enc.

-5 - END




"FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET 31?31 | HEENEERER Loalmjwllcl []
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1990 D""lﬂgﬁ N LDEFIP'_’"H TTTT]

PLANNING APPLICATION for permission to |uyprn

develop or change the use of land and/or buildings.

ENEEREENEEEENEENENEEEER

The notes which accompany this form tell you how it should be completed
and give you the address where it should be sent.

Grid Reference

|HEENENEENEEEER

Street Name

Answer every question. Please use BLOCK LETTERS J—]’ L] J_I l [ ] l [ lj
When complete return 4 copies of this form Plus Date Stamp Aplc Ty
— 4 copies of ail drawings and plans. [fljﬁ
— the appropriate Section 27 Certificate. CA/GIA
— the application fee where applicable. 11
State the amount paid here.. . NIL . . . . .. £ iAjs
Ward
1] [aPPLICANT e
Name and address ..... UNITED SYNAGOGUE ERUV COMMITTEE . . .. .. . ... ... ... Stats
e 9.MEST HEATH ROAD. .. ... ... I,;D
. LONDON ... ... Post Code: NW3. 7UX Tel.No: ..............
Devt
da{ |AGENT (if any) to whom correspondence will be sent:
< Name and address ....... FIBBENS FOX ASSOCEIATES LTD . .. ... ... ............... =
S 31.THE BROADWAY.. . WOODFQRD..GREEN.................... Appt
T ESSEX ... Post Code: .IGB.OHQ. Tel. No: .505-8138 Ext. ........ —
2 ADDRESS OF APPLICATION SITE Outline :éite in red on plans. Outline in blue any lp—mu
adjoining land in applicants control.:. D:]
. Address ... VARIOUS . LOCATIONS WITHIN JTHE LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET =
.............. AS ITEMISED ‘ON TABLE. ACCOMPANYING. THIS APRLICATION. | LL]
- - TPO -
e Post Code: . N/A..... Site Area in m? .N/A. ]
" Present use of land/biildings: ;. !*.V.EIYI.E.N.T.S..!‘:NP..‘.’?B.G.??.QN..B.QRQ.U..G.H_.S. .......... “Officer
. . HIGHWAYS D:D
P CIf vacant, give last KnOWn USe: ... ... ——
I - ee ACC
3j,J SRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT HEREEER
) Fee Rct No
PS OF
w......INSTALLATION OF STREET FURN .I.T.U.B.E. : .C.Q.MP.R.I.S..I.NQ..QB.Q.U. 08 OF L LT T L
........ POLES. (USHALLY.2) CONNECTED. BY THIN HIGH LEVEL MIRE. ... e
Gross floor area of non-residential buildings in m?............... o Ra
For non-residential development form TP1 Part THREE may have to be completed — see E]
accompanying notes. SpA 1
2 | [FYPE OF APPLICATION L]
P
Please tick ED
i SpA 3
A / FULL APPLICATION, for new building works and/or change of use. [:D
SpA 4
B ' OUTLINE APPLICATION, (new buildings only). Indicate which matters are to be I‘ED
determined at this stage, by placing a V in the appropriate box: E’_‘l‘i]
Siting I:j Access ‘:] Design E External Appearance D Landscaping D [&ﬁj

c CONTINUED USE OR RETENTION of building works already
carried out or use of land already started. _

( Previous application No.

D REMOVAL/VARIATION OF A CONDITION. ( No. of Condition

RENEWAL OF AN EXISTING PLANNING

PERMISSION. Previous Application No.




5 || ACCESS . AND PARKING N | pemm e please tick

“"‘Does the proposal involve a new or altered access to a highway? [ A-VEHICULAR || Yes | | | No |

If YES, the new or altered access must be shown on plans. B PEDESTRIAN | | Yes No

Adequate provision for car parking and/or garaging must also be shown on the same plans.

6 ||TREES |- A please tick
A. Are there any trees on or adjoining the site? Yes (Vv No
B. Does the proposal involve the felling of trees? Yes No

If YES to either question A or B identify the trees to be felled or retained on plans.

7 | |MATERIALS | Give details of colour, type and make (if known).
A Walls POLES: EITHER LAMP-POSTS (MINUS LAMP ON ARM) OR
B

. Roof POLES (WOOD)

WI
C. Means of enclosure of the st te .............................................................................

8 | {PLANS SEE COVERING LETTER

 all drawings. pians and cocuments torming part of this apptication. These should be based on an accu;
measured survey of the site. ... ... .. i

9| PLEASE»COMPLETE AND SIGN :

fiWe apply for plannlng permrssnon and declare that all the information contamed in this form and the

submitted draw gslpl /T correct.’ ’
z& ] AA AQ’Aﬂ/L[

o
4 SIGNED FIBBENS FOX ASSOCIATES LTD  APPLICANT/AGENT| 0ATE: F/6/9 3
_ AL L A

-You must complete an appropriate certificate as part of your application.

If you are the sole owner of all the fand to which the application relates complete CERTIFICATE; A beilow.
“Owner’’ means any persnn having a freehold interest or a leasehold with at least 7 years unexpired.

ny part of the appllcatlon goes outsnde |and in your ownershlp, even lf only foundations or eaves, complete. R
Certificate B instead and send Notice No. 1 to the owner(s). ‘

If you do not know the name of all or any of the owners, compiete Certificate C or D.

Certificates B, C and D and the appropriate notices will be provided on request.

CERTIFICATE A

CERTIFICATE A/OWNERS CERTIFICATE under Section 27 of the Town and Country Planning Act

| hereby certify

1. No person other than the applicant was the owner of any part fand to which the application relates at
the beginning of the period of 20 day fore the date of accompanying application.

2. None of the iand to which the applicatj itutes or forms part of an agricultural holding.

IBBENS FOX ASSOCIATES LTD APPLICANT/AGENT| DATE:

PN



Fibbens Fox Associates Chartered Town Planners

Town and Country Planning General Development Order 1988

CERTIFICATE UNDER ARTICLE 12A

Certificate B
I certify that:

The applicant has given the requisite notice to everyone else
who, on the day 21 days before the date of the accompanying
application was the owner of any part of the land to which the
application relates, as listed below.

Owner’s name Address at which notice Date on which
was served notice was served
SEE ATTACHED SCHEDULE 7TH JUNE 1993

Agricultural Holdings Certificate

* None of the land to which the application/appeal* relates is,

or is part of, an agricultural holding.

<,/4/V3W1 UNAA~

Signed FIBBENS FOX ASSOCIATES LTD

On behalf of UNITED SYNAGOGUE ERUV
COMMITTEE

Date 7TH JUNE 1993



SCHEDULE OF ARTICLE 12A PARTIES

1.

2.

3.

Fibbens Fox

The Hammerson Group

Department of Transport

London Borough of Barnet

Sociates” Chartered Town Planners

100 Park Lane
London N1Y 4AR

2 Marsham Street
London SW1P 3EB

Highways Department
Barnet House

1255 High Road
Whetstone

London N20 OE3
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TP&R Briefing

What is an Eruv?

The traditional Jewish Sabbath offers a respite from the
mundane activities of the working week. There is a 'code of
practice' which orthodox Jewsuphold, which safeguards this
time for family and spiritual pursuits. We are encouraged to
seeourselves asacommunity, with all the social responsibili-
ties involved.

Jewish people are allowed to carry on the Sabbath anywhere
within a private or community area and indeed all do,
including the most ultra-orthodox, within their own homes.
The Enuvis the designation of such acommunity.area and the
marking of its boundary, outside of which we are restricted
from carrying or pushing wheelchaus and prams on the
Sabbath.

Who needs the Eruv?

Mothers presently cannotleave their house or flat with babies
or toddlers as they may not push a buggy chair or carry the
paraphemalia of little kids - bottles, nappies etc. This means
- that an orthodox couple, with young children, generally
cannotgoto Synagogue together
onSaturday oreven visit family
or friends.

In a medical emergency, of
course, all Jewish rules are sus-
pended, but on a normal Sab-
bath, without an Eruv, people
confinedtoa wheelchairorwho
require walking aids cannot go
outorbe taken outoftheirhome.

‘1 y practising Jew will ben- i
efit as the restriction against carrying extends to keys, a
prayer book, glassesetc. A petition signed by 3,333 adults in
favour of the Eruv is to be delivered 1o the Bamet Town Hall
on Tuesday 26th January.

Who decided to build an Eruv and what
area does it cover?

There is a substantial orthodox population in North West
London, particularly in the contiguous areas of Hendon,
Golders Green and Hampstead Garden Suburb. In response
to popular demand from the communities themselves, the
United Synagogue, under the supervision of the Chief Rabbi
of Great Britain, have planned the least obtrusive Eruv to
include all the residential areas of NW4 & NW11.

February, 1993

TaeE UNITED SYNAGOGUE
ErRuv COMMITTEE

Why hasn’t there been an Eruv in England
before now?

There has been a growing awareness of theissue overrecent
years but it is only now with communal needs more vocaily
expressed, and Rabbis more closely in touch with the needs
of theircommunities, that the demandis being translated into
action.

How is it made?

As the Eruv is only symbolic, natural orexisting boundaries,
such as motorways or railway lines, are used to define its

limits. Only wide gaps or roads need to be spanned with a

line, supported by posts.

In consultation with Barnet officers, three types of posts and
three grades of wire have been specified, depending on the
location. These range from the standard 3.5m plastic-coated
tubular steel traffic posts, used for footpaths, to 6.5m posts
for trunk roads. Maximum diameter of posts is 114mm. The
wireused fortrunk roads is braided stainless stecl of the same .
"~ 3mm diameter as telegraph
wire. Shorter spans and minor
roads will use nylon
monofilament line.

What is the Applica- .
tion to Barnet Counc:l'
for?

The Public Works Comimittee

of Bamet have satisfied them-
% selves about the technical and

R RS

o

suitable safeguards for maintenance and insurance.

The application now before Bamnet’s Town Planning &
Research Committee is for the construction of some 85 poles
and about 950m of line. There are presently about 50,000
poles and some 2,000,000m of overhead wire in the area so
the incremental street furniture is negligble.

What about the Department of Transport? .

The DoT is directly responsible for trunk roads and is
advising on compliance with highway use and safety re-
quirements.

Who will pay for the Eruv?

The cost of establishment and ongoing maintenance will be
bomne by the local Jewish community.

safety aspects of the Eruv and have approved alicence with -



3

How does it affect people in the area?

Much like a ramp for the disabled - it can be considered a
minor loss of amenity for the gerieral public but an essential
facility to a significant minority. The posts are only signifi-
canttoorthodox Jews and will beignored by everybody else.

Why can’t the Rabbis give a dispensation
or change the rules?

The Eruv is the accepted remedy and it has been respected
and approved by host cities throughout the centuries and all
over the world.

Does the Eruv create a ghetto?

An Eruv is the mark of a free community, integrated within
its host society yet continuing to uphold and respect tradi-
tional family and religious values. In contrast, a ghetto is a
compound within which Jews have been forced to live as a

ns of persecution and is therefore an inappropriate
-.-.-fence.

Are there Eruvs anywhere else?

There are Eruvsin Canada, Belgium, France and Gibraltar as
well as in Australia. In the United States there are Eruvs in
most major cities, including Detroit, Miami, Pittsburgh,
Baltimore and several in New York. An Eruv openned in
" Boston afew weeksago. Thereis an Eruv in Washington DC
which includes the Supreme Court and the White House!
The Mayors of Los Angeles and Moorabbin, Melboumne,
have written to Bamet encouraging them, based on their
positive experience, to approve the Eruv.

Tom Bradley, Mayor of Los Angeles, wrote to the Mayor of
Bamet:

“Itwas with great pleasure that I took actionsome years

go which helped the members of the local congrega-
ton to celebrate the sabbath more comfortably and
meaningfully, simply by supporting their petition 1o
erectan Eruv.

The action was not without controversy here in Los
Angeles, but the ultimate result was most gratifying.
The fears expressed by those who were initially opposed
to the Eruv never materialised.

I hope that you will help the observant Jews in your
community enjoy the observation of the Sabbath”.

How do other people feel about the Eruv?

No major planning objections have been raised but some
people, often non-practising Jews, feeluneasy at the thought

of an area being designated as having a particular signifi-
cance to other Jews. The United Synagogue believes that
these natural anxieties will quickly disolve as everyone
discovers that the Eruv is totally benign and greatly appreci-
ated.

Mayor Barry Neve of Melbourne, Australia, ina recent letter
to the Mayor of Bamet, wrote:

“I believe that some concerns have been raised in
London as to the Eruv creating divisiveness ... our
experience does not support these concerns at all.”

if it is symbolic, why not just imagine the
Eruv?

Toalarge extent it isimaginary and if there would be natural
boundaries for 100% of the perimeter we would not need any
street fumniture at all - as is the case in Strasbourg, France,
where the canal and railway line are sufficient. It is only the
need to span the gaps that gives rise to the application.

Local support

The proposal has the full backing of the two local MPs, John
Marshall and Hartley Booth and of Jewish Care which is the
largest Jewish social work agency in the UK.

The movement for an Eruv has been promoted by the four

- United Synagogue Community Centres at Hendon, Golders

Green, Finchley & Hampstead Garden Suburb as well as by
other local independent congregations.

Well over 10,000 local people will benefit directly from the
Eruv.

Misconceptions about the Eruv

Itisclearly not simple to explain the Eruv story and naturally
people are anxious about what sounds like a strange and
‘new’ idea. This anxiety has been expressed by a handful of
people - primarily from within the Jewish community.

The fact is that the Eruv will not inconvenience anybody or
cost them money. It will be a great benefit tothousands of
local residents and enable them to get about freely on the
Sabbath.

This country has a fine tradidon of tolerance for minority
groups and their hammless practices and we look to the
supportand understanding of our co-religionists as well as of
the wider community among whom we are proud to live.

For-further information, please -contact THE-~UNITED SYNAGOGUE ERUV”CO.M_M-I'TTEE
9 West Heath Rd. NW3 Tel '0.7"1.;.4_3‘3' 3434 Fax 071-43’3""{3193-4
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, We have reviewed the 3,443 entries on the Eruv petition, delivered to Barnet Council in
support of the application for planning in January 1993:

1. To ensure that the post code assigned to each address is correct for each entry
on the petition;

2. Whether or not that address falls within the London Borough of Barnet;

3. Whether or not that address falls inside or outside of the proposed Barnet Eruv
boundaries.

As a result of the above we confirm that the following analysis of the petition showing there
to be 3,299 valid entries has been prepared in a correct and valid manner with respect to the
three matters referred t/a above. o

"y

i

Nt P evtgg)

STOY.HAYWARD | -
Chartered Accountants \

ondon '

13 May 1993 ARNET ERUY PETITION, JANUARY 1993
District Postal Area | Total | % Total
Hendon Nw4 1,575 | 457%
Golders Green NWI11 814 | 23.6%
Finchley N3 365 | 10.6%
Edgware Middx 248 7.2%
E Finchley N2 83 24%
Child’s Hill NWw2 47 1.4%
N Finchley N12 40 12%
Mill Hill NW7 38 11%
Borehamwood Herts 19 0.6%
Hampstead NW3 19 0.6%
Whetstone N20 19 0.6%
Southgate Ni4 12 0.3%
Colindale NW9 12 0.3%
New Barnet EN3 3 0.1%
Muswell Hill N10 2 01%
East Barnet EN4 2 0.1%
Brunswick Pk N11 1 0.0%
Total Valid within Barnet 3,299 | 95.9%
Illegible, Duplications etc 91 2.6%
Non Barnet 53 | 15%
Total Entries 3,443 100%
Valid within Eruv area 2,84() 86%




Proposal to Barnet Council
for the construction of
The North West London Eruv

Supplementary schematic plans
showing location of Eruv poles

Revised Plans, May 1993 -

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE
Eruv CommMiITTEE

Technical Consultant Alan Perrin B.Sc.
9, West Heath Road LONDON NW3 7UX




The Eruv: Introduction and Description of Form and Purpose

Concept and Function

The Jewish Sabbath is, by law and tradition, a
day which brings the family together, providing
a respite from the working week and
encouraging family and spiritual pursuits. In
order for the community to be able to benefit
fully from this rejuvenating day, certain
conditions must be met. One such condition is
the provision of an Eruv.

According to Jewish law, a distinction is drawn
between the public and the private domain and
the carrying of any item, even small personal
1tems such .as. house keys, gloves or

" andkerchiefs is forbidden from one such

omain to the other: The. purpose of the Eruv,
however, is to'definé the entire area within the
* boundary ‘as-orie” “community -domain, within
which it would ‘be permitted to carry personal
items and push wheelchairs and prams in the
streets and parks. Far from 'the Eruv being an
avoidarnce of the law, it has been incumbent on
Rabbis to prov1de this remedy in- order to
promote a commumty spirit and to make it easy
for people to visit Synagogue, family or friends.

The majority of the Eruv perimeter is defined by
existing boundaries._such as railway embank-
ments, motorway'barriers and contiguous build-
‘ings ' which’zare: common - throughout the

Borough The definiition.of the Eruv boundary

is of relevance only to those who use it. It is not
marked or sign-posted in any way. However,

1 order to complete the boundary, gaps need to
ve symbolically indicated as 'gateways'. This is
achieved by erecting two poles with a lintel wire
spanning the opening.

These poles and wires have no intrinsic
religious or ceremonial significance. They have
neither more nor less effect on people in the area
than do telegraph poles or existing parish or
other boundary markers. They have been
compared to the provision of ramps for the
disabled which whilst not adding to the
aesthetics of a building, provide a significant
benefit to a particular minority.

-~

Benefits to the Community

The Jewish community in Barnet is estimated to
exceed 50,000, the majority of whom are mem-
bers of the United Synagogue.

Over recent years the demand for an Eruv to
cover all of NW4 and NWI11 has grown
significantly. A study to establish the viability of
an Eruv within the context of Jewish law was
carried out and this resulted in the setting up of a
committee, under the auspices of the United
Synagogue Council to promote and establish the
Eruv, which when in place, will serve the
Jewish community as a whole.

Under the guidance of the Court of the Chief
Rabbi, we have defined the boundary for
Hendon, Golders Green and Hampstead Garden
Suburb.

The Eruv, when complete, will be of immense
benefit to the thousands of orthodox Jews living
in this area of Barnet, particularly young
mothers and children, the elderly and the
handicapped, all of whom are frequently house—
bound every Saturday.

It is worth noting that in most major cities which
have a substantial Jewish population in Canada,
Europc, South Africa, Australia and, of course,
Israel, .an Eruv has been in existence for
decades. The USA now has more than 100
Eruvs (including one in Washington DC which
encompasses the White House).

All the cost of the project, including con-
struction, maintenance and public liability
insurance, will be met by the proposers. There
will be no cost implications to the Council and

no inconvenience to the general public.

Proposal

The proposed Eruv is designed to include all of
NW4 and NW11 i.e. Hendon, Golders Green
and Hampstead Garden Suburb with some
adjacent areas. It is approximately 6.5 square
miles, with a total perimeter of 11 miles
(17.5km).



The Eruv: Introduction and Description of Form and Purpose

The perimeter is breached by 31 roads, each of
which requires a post-and-wire gateway. The
wire spans the carriageways, pavements and
grass verges, with an average length of 20m.

Gateways which span footpaths account for an-
other 6 constructions with lengths ranging from
7m to 25m.

In addition, a 250m length of Wildwood Road,
NW11 runs across the Hampstead Heath exten-
sion and this route too is a breach in the Eruv
boundary requiring a succession of ‘gateways’
utilising existing lamp-posts with a medium
sized pole at either end.

. In.total the Eruv will comprises 80 poles and -
- 942m of wire. _

Location
The locations of all the required constructions
are listed in the accompanying table and shown
‘in Figures 1 to 37. inclusive. The general
location plans are séctions of Ordnance Survey

1:1250 Town Plans, with the map and grid
references clearly shown.

Supplementary. schematic. sketches show the
- exact locatlon of all the posts

. As a general rule the posts are at the. very back
of the pavement or verge; and within 300mm of
the wall, fence or other structure which
represents the Eruv boundary.

The simple form of gateway is utilised in all but

two of the constructions, comprising a wire
stretched from the top of one pole to another,
see fig. A.

- The exceptions are location references 24A and
24B. One end of the ‘gateway’ is a regular
pole, the other-the metal walkway over the Great
North Way.

In order to comply with Rabbinical law, a
. second token (short) pole is mstalled directly
below the wire, see fig. B.

Materials

There are three types of post and three grades of
wire. The posts are designated small, medium
and tall. Small posts for footpaths are 3.5m tall,
of plastic coated tubular steel, identical to the
posts used on the pavements to support traffic
signs. Their diameters are 76mm. Medium
posts for minor roads are 5.5m. tall (the same
height as minor roads’ street lighting columns)
and are painted in dark olive green to Barnet
Highways standard. These posts are also
tubular and have a diameter of 76mm. Tall
posts which are utilised for trunk roads and for
exceptional spans are 6.5m tall, finished to the
same standard as the medium poles and haye a
diameter of 114mm. . o

Both. medium and tall posts exceed the

Department of Transport minimum clearance of
5m '

The wire to be used will be a nylon mono-
filament, diameter 1mm.

Maintenance

Since it is imperative that the Eruv is intact every
Sabbath of the year, a system of weekly inspec-
tions will be instituted and a protocol to cope
with worn components will be established.



ERUV CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

REVISED MAY 1993
Map |Location -|Postal| # |Type Span/m
Ref Code | Poles
01 Lichfield Road NW2 | 2 |medium 14
02 Farm Avenue NW2 [ 2 |medium 22
03 Hendon Way NW2 | 3 jtall 31
04 Lyndale Avenue NW2 | 2 [medium 15
05A | Sunnyside NW2 | 2 |medium 14
058 | Ridge Road NW2 | 2 |medium 10
06 Finchley Road NW2 | 2 |tall 15
07 Devonshire Place NW2 | 2 |[medium 11
08C | Hermitage Lane NW2 | 2 |medium 15
09 West Heath Road NW3 | 2 |[medium 14
12 | North End Road/Way NWi1]| 2 |medium 18
1 Wildwood Road NW11]| 2 |medium 250
14 Hampstead Lane - NG 2 | medium 19
{15 Aylmer Road . N2 3 [tall 30
16 Bancroft Avenue N2 2 | medium 11
17 Cherry Tree Hill N2 2 |(tall 30
}18A - { East End Road - N2 2 | medium 11
18B | Prospect Place (footpath) N2 2 |small 9
19- - | Church Lane N2 2 | medium 20
20 North Circular Road N2 2 |tall 23
21 Squires Lane -~ N3 2 | medium 9
122.; --| Regents Park Road. IN3. | 2 [tall 14
123 | Devonshire Road - - - - - NW7 | 2 [tall 30.
124A | Great North Way (north) NW4 | 2 [1tall & 1 small 41
¢ -1 Great North Way (south) - NW4 | 2 |1 medium&1small 17
25 Watford Way NW4 | 3 [tall 55
26 Colindeep Lane NW4 | 2 |medium 18
27 Station Road NW4 | 2 |medium 16
28 Park Road NW4 | 3 |medium 37
29A | Templehof Ave, River Brent NW4 | 2 |medium 10
29B [ Templehof Ave, River Brent NW4 { 2 |medium 10
30 Templehof Ave/Tilling Road NW4 | 2 [medium 11
32 Childs Hill Walk (footpath) NW4 | 2 |small 11
33 Stanley Road (footpath) N2 2 |small 9
34 Ashley Lane (footpath) NW4 | 2 |small -7
35 Great North Way (footpath) NW4 | 2 |small 25
36 Great North Way, Copthall (footpath) jNW4 [ 2 {small 20
37 Brent Terrace (industrial estate) NW2 | 2 |tall 20
Total 80 942m
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