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To the Chair of the Planning Committee, 5.9.93.
London Borough Of Barnet.

Re. Eruv

Dear Sir,

After giving the matter :a great deal of thought Shave decided
to write -to you :asking that you consider with favour the second
application for planning permission for an :Eruv in part of the
:Barnet area,.

a.m :of the New North London Sy.nagoguere. %Masorti that is
1-f-ra.ditional — tcommunity.,We have some  four :hundred fainilles on our
membership list;,-̀most of whom live in -.Barnet- a am -therefore well
iawame :cof the ,d-Vfference. the 'creation .cof Eruv area

l'wery- Many Zewish p: eople,,-my_seThf and, many iof ,
Eruv .is a cconcept developed :by Jour

abbifs to iencouragethe Sharing .of family and trommunity nife on
thhe „Sabbath thy ' 71-1owing certain necessaries'to be ,:carried from
loone'-'--Placemtip--:arnbther :--within it. at- would 'thhu-S fenable -family
menthe's . to attend Synagogues .who,, at present„becaue' of their
  to ,Uew.iSh Ilaw,,are not able -to do _so...at would 4enhance

,thheir spiritual and communal lives on :our Aay,,Of

tto he ebat 
2 ; 

a the
1;;;;grejt aon.: 3T t ilann -ng--tpermSsiOn as p

1o32e4yAas,:a,:Shou'7•id play.e,:tdone..13ut .it would appear, that thhere 'have_
een'gre_gre bate :anisunderstandi-ngs 'both 

sue iseems -to' ne wihether it as possible to have
megard f or .the 'needs one particular religious sroupi-ngtwithin

a" a.r•ea„ teven though their satisfaction-wilahave :
_thnpatt fon _thhe as a Whole.. 'The answer should

. • • -•
, •.•

=ain erstena ttt,thlree a.rguments 'late • ehind the snoit al...-.

•af /community, asks . for such a .pr.i;v..ilege„ ,surely
iothers :*.athe :response to this must let us *then

one, always with a 'bias in favour- 'The overriding
• concern' must 'be the welfare of 'all the people who live in the

borough.

'alas leads to the :second :argument,which ±s that the poles needed
to :create the :Eruv will be eyesores., spoiling familiar -views..
4qhile the :poles required should certainly 'be kept to an .absolute
minimum, they :will hardly 'stand out amongst 'thousands, .if not
-tens of thousands, of others which are there for much more
mundane purposes.



Furthermore, if so much can he tolerated for the material needs -
and greed - of our area, should a certain amount not be done for
its spiritual wellbeing,that is,for the wellbeing of each of the
various religious and ethnic communitiesw within it? After all,
the purpose and meaning of an Eruv is to create community: surely
that is something laudable and to be encouraged. I am an admirer
of the churches and other religious buildings in Barnet. Unlike
so much else, they do not deface the landscape, but rather mark
it with testaments to the higher values of those who live there.

The third argument advanced against the creation of an Eruv is
-that there are indeed Jewish people who are opposed to it and
even 'fearfUl about it.. -Unfortunately we have been through
experiences _which lend serious justification to the feelings of
those .Jews -who want above all not to .stand out, not to be visible
in ;society at large.. But good relations will ultimately be
(created • through ,courage,,tolerance .and openness ,rather than
-through anonymity and the hiding of our ddentity.._ -Nor in the past
:has the .attempt- to keep -a low .ethnic profile -.ultimately saved
the major :part . ,of .any group ' from racist or.„..];.' religious
,persecution.. On 1the .::contrary., the message which lIshodlik be given
is ,tt.hat 3n thths..jzopen society .all are -free -- to 'express -their
lbeaiefs .and advera cc °riding to their traditions;,' the limits
fimpose-d -.iby.theimespect ±or'nthers and the :need to alve together..

2 therefore' --urge:.the f.Council -to support the application for
;planning ;permission to.create,an Eruv. Yurthermore.,2 'believe -that
it should -:do so .,not with reluctance and a -sense zof .be.ing under
;pressure, !but as apart of _a :considered .policy:ti:ff. pluralism, .and
.as way .4.of -encouraging the -values of ..community ;.and spirituality

•-a-n" Xll ttoo age.. t,.

burs

Rabbi ,Jonathan Wittenberg..




