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I refer to your fax dated 20 January 1993 and our subsequent telephone
Gramm: El Levy conversation.
Itichardame
RaymondOEWIc •
DavidLHWe The comments made in the Department of Transport's letter to Alan
Michael N Meths
SimmlWrIm4 Perrin dated 8 January 1993, concerning the requirement for a stopping
ItIphJOhluo up order in this case, are correct. Under Section 247 of the Town and
Eleanor Paul
Bernard Clarke • Country Planning Act 1990, the Secretary of State may, by order,
Matthew DJ Hudson authorise the stopping up of any highway, if he is satisfied that it
JainEMme
Rbuijri Duvim is necessary to do so to enable development to be carried out in

accordance with planning permission granted under the Act.
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Clearly, small areas of public highway. will need to be stopped up in
order to install the requisite vosts. For your information, the
procedure under Section 247 of the Act, briefly, is as follows;

Brussels Resirisat
Counsel 1 *Following receipt of the completed application form, statement of
ixoneti Hawke reasons and full supporting documentation, the Secretary of State will

*State Bar publish a notice of hii intention to make a stopping up circlet. The
drworms consultation exercise is wide spread - notices are published- in the

local newspaper, displayed on the highways concern, and the draft
order will be served on the local authority and all statutory
undertakers having apparatus in, under or over the highway concerned.

2 'A period of twenty eight days is allowed for objections. The point to
note is that if an objection is received from the local authority or
undertakers on which notice is served, and the objection.is not
withdrawn following negotiation with the applicant, a public inquiry
must be held. If, however, the local authority, or undertakers
concerned, do not object, or indeed withdraw any objections, the
Secretary of State may dispense with an inquiry if he is satisfied
that it is unnecessary in the special circumstances of the case. I
should point out that the discretion afforded to the Secretary- of
State is very wide. it may well be that an inquiry is held, for the
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reasons. We have discussed, even if the London Borough of Barnet and
relevant undertakers do not object to the. proposals.

In terms of timing, one would have to allow approximately five months
from the date of making the application for an order to be made. If
an inquiry is held, however, the period before a decision can be taken
on the order will be. considerably longer. It would therefore be
adviseable in this case, before making formal submission to the
Department, .to sent the'required . documentation in draft for their
comments. This is of particular importance in relation to the
preparation of the plan accompanying the order and the identification
of the relevant areas of highway. The draft documentation can be
submitted to the Department in anticipation of the planning
permission, so that no delay is occasioned following the receipt of
planning permission in submitting the application.

I should point out that there is an alternative stopping up procedure
under the Highways Act 1980, which does not involve the Secretary of
State for Transport, although that procedure does not apply in the
case of the stopping up of trunk roads.

Although the background political situation will obviously have
tactical consequences, the Department have offered to meet to discuss
the way forward. I would advise that this offer is taken up at the
earliest opportunity - I would of course be happy to attend such a
meeting together with Alan Perrin, on your behalf.

ours sincerely

Daniel Drukare

cc Alan Perrin Esq
Edward Black Esq
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