Britain's Jews Get Space on Sabbath 
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By JANE WARDELL, Associated Press Writer 

LONDON (AP) - After a decade of debate, 84 steel posts and 1,000 yards of fishing line will soon bring new freedom for Orthodox Jews to participate in the life of their north London neighborhood on the Sabbath. 

The posts and wire will help mark the boundary of Britain's first eruv, an area that is a symbolic extension of the home and thus allows Orthodox Jews to do things which otherwise would violate a religious ban on carrying objects outside the house on the day of rest. 
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Parents will be able to take toddlers in strollers to visit friends and family. The infirm who need wheelchairs won't have to stay home. The elderly will be free to go out with canes. 

"I can't begin to tell you how excited I am about this. It will be an amazing liberation," Anuskha Levey, 27, said as she watched the first pole being raised in East Finchley on Tuesday with her 15-month-old daughter, Ella. "It's amazing how long 24 hours can be when you can't do anything." 

Levey is among some 10,000 Orthodox Jews in the area of northwest London to be included within the eruv. 

As part of the injunction against doing work on the Sabbath, Orthodox Judaism prohibits followers from carrying anything outdoors, even keys, reading glasses and prayer books, from sundown Friday until sundown Saturday. The eruv concept was worked out centuries ago by rabbis as the complications of modern life made it harder to follow the prohibition. 

"There's going to be literally thousands of people living in the neighborhood who benefit," said Rabbi Jeremy Conway. "That means mothers with young children, people of special needs and the elderly — all those people who stayed at home." 

There are more than 200 eruvim around the world, including in every major city in the United States. New ones often bring controversy. The Orthodox community in Tenafly, N.J., near New York City, is in the midst of a federal court fight with city officials over whether symbolic markings for an eruv should be allowed on public right of way. 

Most of the London eruv is outlined by natural boundaries, including two highways and a railway. The poles and wire — to be set above head height — will form less than a quarter of the 11-mile perimeter. 

Establishment of the eruv, expected to be completed within a month, has been stalled for 10 years because of objections from some residents in the area around Golders Green, where Jews form a minority of a total population of around 100,000. 

Some opponents, including some of the area's estimated 4,000 non-Orthodox Jews, worried the boundary would create a ghetto in the leafy, wellheeled suburbs. Others argued the poles would be unsightly. 

Resident Jeffrey Segall, who described himself as a secular humanist, said he was affronted by what he called the intrusiveness of poles placed close to windows and front doors. 

"There is a major problem just getting Christmas lights put up because it might offend some, but they have been able to put these poles in and use the frontage of houses as the boundary without even asking permission," Segall said. 

Peter Sheldon, president of the United Synagogue, said that while the eruv was immensely significant to the Jewish community it should have no effect on others in the community. The houses on the boundary will not be marked. 

Sheldon said creating an eruv helps Orthodox Jews in a modern society enjoy the Sabbath as it was intended, a day with the family apart from the concerns of the working week. Activities not directly tied to that idea — carrying mobile phones, going shopping, riding a bicycle — are still banned. 

