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Barnet backlash
forjanti-eruv
ca dldates

By SlMON Rocxm

Orthodox Barnet voters appear to

have punished councillors who last
year voted -against the establishment
of an eruv in the borough.
" Although the Conservative vote
fell in most wards, it plummeted in
Hampstead Garden Suburb, scene of
the fiercest eruv debates.

The Suburb Tories — including
Jewish anti-eruv councillors Frank
Davis and Roy Shutz — had their
majorities slashed from 2, 000 to
under 200.

“The eruv was deﬁmtely a blg issue
in the ward,” said pro-eruv-councillor
Julian Czamy, who retained his
Conservative seat in Edgware.

A week before the poll, eruv cam-.
paigners had published a list of pro-
and anti-eruv councillors. Two influ-
ential rabbis also encouraged 'local
Jews to take the eruv into account
when voting.

Labour’s Ellis Hillman —. who
could become Barnet mayor — also |
felt that pro-eruv voters had demon- . [,
strated their displeasure. “It played a
substantial part in the voting.” = -.

Although- -the Tories remain. the -
largest party, they lost control of the
borough. Mr Hillman hopes to' take
the chain of office next Wednesday,
aided by Liberal Democrat sapport. |

Good news for the Conservatives . !
was that marginal Golders ‘Green,
targeted by the Liberal Democrats,
was won by Melvin Cohen. Other |
wards with large Jewish populatlons
remained Tory.

There are now nine Jewxsh
Conservatives on the council, com-
pared with 14 four years ago. In con-
trast, Labour’s Jewish representatlon
has mcreased :

.. The other Jewish Tory victors were
Malcolm Lester, .Victor Lyon,
Anthony Finn, Eva Greenspan and
Leslie Sussman. Labour successes
included Gina Marks, Nicholas
Kissen, Helen Gordon,- Gillian
Sargeant and Kitty Lyons, while Jack
Cohen and Susette Palmer were
retumed for the LibDems. -




HAMPST AD & HIGH ATE EXPRESS

SPECULATION is growmg
that the planning i mspector ex-
- amining. the eruv' boundary
‘has told Environment Secret--,

ary John Gummer that there

ﬂ'om holiday “to: 3
. moral arguments bel
" proposal, which has blt

N reason to tum 1t down

- Supporters and .oppo

| the plan — for the demarcation of .

a symbolically. enclosed :Jéwish
area of six-and-a-half square miles
of Golders Green, Hampstead

Garden Suburb and Hendon — -

has reached the satne conclusions
- asthose of Barnet Council’s plann
ing officers’ last year = )
" planning grounds, the network o

-85 poles and accomipanying: wiré’

within " which :* Orthodox “Jews'
could push prams-and wheelchmrs

delayed his " decision for'so long

_had Mr Bushby ‘found. planning

. grounds tore, ject the proposal
‘Hendon South MP"John  Mar

are bracing themselves for aresult . ,: shall said: “He is 4 man of very

| this month of the ‘public i inquiry

held by the inspector, Davxd-
Bushby, last November. o

Mr Bushby’s judgment was codl- .

pleted at- the beginning of the
summer. The: delay "in" Mr
Gummer’s final decision has given.
nsetospeculau nthatM:B hby:

g deep religious susceptibilities an

it may be taking him longer. than
most planningissueswould.”
The Department of -the Envir.
_onment' said - that although- the .

- Secretary of State returned from .

" his hohdays this week, he flew *
stralght to South Ainerica fora 14-

cision and eomplete the
paperwork'o the
while abroad:

eruv. Among opponents who ap--

peared were the Rev-Lord Soper, -
the chairman of the Prcss Com- -
plaints -Commission, . ,: Lord -
McGregor, “. and the, former’

l?ell.~ ]



‘freedom zone i

ORTHODOX Jews were cel-
ebrating a historic victory
today following a bitter six-
year battle -to set up
Britain’s “first Sabbath
“freedom zone”.
.Environment Secretary
John Gummer overruled
objections from council
planners and the symbolic
enclosed area — known as
a eruv— is now to be offi-
cially recognised across
Golders Green, . Hendon,
Finchley and Hampstead
Garden Suburb. .
Controversy centred on a
series of tall poles, linked
by wire, which will mark
part of the boundary ]
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VOICE OF YOUR COMMUNITY

FEW could have predicted how eighty
poles stretched across the borough
would arouse such passion among
Jewish and non-Jewish communities.

Two years ago few people knew what an
eruv was. And even now. many people are
still baffled at just how telegraph-type poles
linked by fishing wire can free Orthodox
Jews to leave their homes on the Sabbath.

However, no-one witnessing December’s
public inquiry into the United Synagogue’s
application for an eruv could fail to have
been impressed by the depth of feeling
evoked on all sides.

For some, the eruv controversy has pre-
sented a striking example of what happens
when an immovable object meets an
irresistible force. Every argument for has had
a counter-argument against.

The inspector has stuck to the planning
merits of the case: not whether it would
create a ghetto or become the focus of anti-
Semitic attacks. The heat may not go out of
the debate just yet. But the conciliatory note
struck by one of the eruv's most vehement
opponents this week is one to be com-
mended.

This country has a tradition of religious
tolerance which has at times seemed under
threat. It also has a tradition of fair play.

Some won'’t like the inspector’s ruling but
it should be accepted by all.

hallinavant AdAeivave and annar wlaneios
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A TOP private school has
been ordered to pay out
£5,000 for polluting Mutton
Brook in the Garden
Suburb.

The spillage of red dicsel oil,
delm,rcd to the £2,200 a term

dent
Limited
reported  to

of the public.

School fined for fouling stream

Highgate School by Indepen-
Petroleum Supplies
last October, was
the National
Rivers Authority by a member

The suppliers,
Lane, Tottenham,

fined £2,000 on Tuesday at
Haringey Magistrates Court.
Both parties admitted the
summons brought against them
by the rivers watchdog and
were ordered to pay £260
of Philip  costs.

were also contd.onp 4

Gummer
approves

cruyv

CONTROVERSIAL plans to set up the
countr; s firit large-scale eruv in Barnet
have finally been given the go-ahead.

Environment Secretary John Gummer has
endorsed the fecommendation of planning
inspector David Bushby that planning per-
mission be given to put up 80 18 foot high
telegraph-type poles linked by nearly 1,000
metres of wire t6 denote part of the cruv
boundary.

The decision nidrks the end of a saga which
deeply divided the Jewish community and
culminated in a wiek-long public inquiry nine
months ugo.

= Back of neck pain

» Migraines or headaches

s Menopatssal & PMT problems
a Asthhma, aIIergles or eczema
B Stress or family problems

The Richer Heéaliti Clinic is a small friendly
clinic dedleated t8 its patients’ health
through the highést Brofessional standards
of complementaty health ¢3te.

- Dr. Sandra Ricter

Dr. Wendy Hisldeton,
Chiropractors, back care specialists
- Antony Haynes, Niltiishal Consultant
- Sandra Primack, Counsellor
- Diane Hardy, Hofitseopath
- Dr. Mcir Pfeffes, Posture & fovement
- Geraldine Walizce; Remedial Exercise
- Bella Marfe Daniels, Aromatherapist

Free

20 minute aSsessment
Phone 621-343 1234

The Richef Health Clinic
7 Seymonr Read, chhle) London N3 2NG

plan

It represents a victory for the United
Synagogue Eruv Committee, whose plans to
put up the poles for its symbolically defined
six square mile area encompassing Hendon,
Golders Green and parts of Finchley, Mill Hill
and the Garden Suburb, have been five years
in the making. It appealed after councillors
refuscd their application in February last year.

Within the eruv, strict Sabbath restrictions
on pushing prams and wheelchairs are re-
laxed, freeing the disabled and young mothers
who are Orthodox Jews to leave their homes
and travel to synagogue.

The Secretary of State said arguments over
“social harmony™ were not strong enough to
refuse what was a “very unusual™ application.
Opponents had claimed the eruv could
become the focus for anti-Semitic attacks.

by PAUL FRANCIS

Inspector David Bushby said the poles
would not prove an eyesore. “While the
proposed poles would add to the street
furniture, there is no location where the
overall impact would seriously harm the
character and appearance of that particular
location,” he said.

The inspector said his conclusions on these
two issues meant he had not considered the
question of how many people would use the
eruv. Some disputed the estimates of how
many would use the amenity.

Reaction to the decision has been mixed but
one of the most outspoken critics urged the
community to set aside its differences. Garden
Suburb councillor Frank Davis said: “When
the umpire has made a decision, you should
accept it. I hope this will put an end to the
internecine warfare.”

Hendon South MP John Marshall said: “I
hope that the heat the debate generated can
be moderated. This has been an issue which
has split families.” See comment, page 12

Officers swoop on £5m drug haul

Rich pickings: Former Finchley resident George Pierce, 95, travelled
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Chelmsford to enjoy the anniversary flower show

NIFTY needle-
work, bulging
beetroots and bags

of beans were just-

some of the attrac-
tions at the 60th
Finchley Methodist
Church Annual
Flower Show on
Saturday.

Adrianne Booth,
wife of Finchley MP
Hartley Booth, was
on hand at the church,
in Ballards Lane, to
reward many hours of
painstaking work in
hemes and allotments
locally with prizes for
categories ranging
from flower arranging
to photography.

Accordingto flower
show committee
member Margaret
Michelmore this
year's show boasted a
record number of
entries despite ad-
verse weather.

“Considering the
difficult . season, we

Flower
power
for the
60th year

have had exhibits of a
very high standard,”
said Margaret.

“The summer has
been very dry which
makes things difficult
because the flowers
are over so quickly
and without water the
fruit doesn’t mature.
Then we had a load of

-wind and rain which

blew everything over.

“All things con-
sidered it was a very
good show and a nice
opportunity to bid
farewell to our vice
president of 30-years’
standing Marjorie
Stringer,” she added.
B Winners on page 7
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A MAN from Woodside
Park and a teenager from
New Barnet have been
charged in connection with a
£5million cannabis haul
found on a yacht in the
North Sea.

Dominic  Solari, 22, from
Chanctonbury Way, Woodside

Park, and Alan Watson, 19, of
Berkeley Crescent, New Barnet,
were both granted bail when
they appeared before magis-
trates in North Shields on Fri-
day. Both were charged with
possessing cannabis with intent
to supply.

Their boat was stopped in a

joint operation by the Navy and
Customs and Excise in the North
Sea, off the Yorkshire coast.

The boat eventually crashed
after gale force winds hampered
attempts to retricve the haul.
Customs officers scaled off a
beach amid fears the drugs could
wash ashore.

Barnet Council vacancies: p92/93
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Weatherglaze
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A TOP private school has Highgate School by Indepen-  fined £2,000 on Tuesday at
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Gummer
approves

eruy

. CONTROVERSIAL plans to set up the
country’s first large-scale eruv in Barnet
have finally been given the go-ahead.
Environment Secretary John Gummer has
endorsed the recommendation of planning
inspector David Bushby that planning per-
mission be given to put up 80 18 foot high
telegraph-type poles linked by nearly 1,000

metres of wire to denote part of the eruv.

- boundary. :

The decision marks the end of a saga which
deeply divided the Jewish community and
culminated in a week-long public inquiry nine
months ago.

plan

It represents a victory for the United |

Synagogue Eruv Committee, whose plans to
put up the poles for its symbolically defined
six square mile area encompassing Hendon,
Golders Green and parts of Finchley, Mill Hill
and the Garden Suburb, have been five years
in the making. It appealed after councillors
refused their application in February last year.

Within the eruv, strict Sabbath restrictions
on pushing prams and wheelchairs are re-
laxed, freeing the disabled and young mothers
who are Orthodox Jews to leave their homes
and travel to synagogue.

The Secretary of State said arguments over
“social harmony” were not strong enough to
refuse what was a ‘“‘very unusual” application.
Opponents had claimed the eruv could
become the focus for anti-Semitic attacks.

by PAUL FRANCIS

Inspector David Bushby said the poles
would not prove an eyesore. “While the

proposed poles would add to the street

furniture, there is no location where the
overall impact would seriously harm the
character and appearance of that particular
location,” he said. ‘

The inspector said his conclusions on these
two issues meant he had not considered the
question of how many people would use the
eruv. Some disputed the estimates of how
many would use the amenity. )

Reaction to the decision has been mixed but
one of the most outspoken critics urged the
community to set aside its differences. Garden
Suburb councillor Frank Davis said: “When
the umpire has made a decision, you should
accept it. I hope this will put an end to the
internecine warfare.” R

Hendon South MP John Marshall said: “I
hope that the heat the debate generated can
be moderated. This has been an issue which

has split families.” See comment, page 12 }
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First Je'msﬁ
‘‘reedom

zone’

wins

approval

By John Grigsby, Local Government COrrespondeni_i

BRITAIN is to have its first
major “‘eruv’’ —a designated
area where' Orthodox Jews
can move freely on the Sab-
bath — after a decision by Mr
John Gummer, the Environ-
ment-Secretary, yesterday.

He allowed an application
by the United Synagogue
eruv committee to install 85
poles and wires to define part
of- an 1l-mile perimeter in
the Golders Green and-Hen-
don areas of Barnet, north
London, as an eruv.

Mr Gummer’s controver-
sial decision is likely to lead
the way for applications for'
other eruvem in areas where
there is a large Jewish com-
munity such as Manchester.
They are already common in
other countries — the centre
of Washington, for example
i$ an eruv.

Barnet’s planning commit-
tee originally turned down
the application. It had led to
‘divisions within the Jewish
and the wider community:

Opponents said that the
posts would be ugly and the
proposal would be seen as
favouring a small part of the
population. But Mr Gummer
accepted the advice of his

inspector, Mr David Busby, -

to decide the -matter purely
‘on town planning grounds

and not take into -account -

wider social considerations.
He agreed that the poles,
just under 20ft tall, . would
not seriously harm the char-
acter and appearance of the
area, including five -sites

within Hampstead® Garden

Suburb conservatlon area.
.The eruv is a legal and reli-

gious concept which converts ™

public into private space for
the purpose of observing the

Sabbath. While Orthodox .,

Jews ‘may’ cdarry objecéts
inside the home, they gener-

ally cannot do so outside. ~*« ¢

Th1s means they cannot

B

take such things as handker-
chiefs or keys to the syna-
gogue or even push prams or
wheelchairs. The poles and
wire "fill the gaps between
normal boundaries to the
zone such as buildings. .
Yesterday, Mr Alan Wil-
liams, who became Labour
leader of the council after the
local government elections
in May, said: ‘‘The decision
is now made. All those

opposed have had their day -

in court. I hope the whole
commaunity will allow the
eruv to g0 ahead w1thout
disruption.”

‘"However, Mr Roy Shutz,
his Tory predecessor, a
member of the Reform Syna-
gogue and a councillor for
the garden suburb, an oppo-

s N =S

nent of the eruv, said that he -

believed that many local

people would legally try to

take the matter further.
“The difficulty is that

‘many people see the issue as
" being far wider than a sunple

matter of plannlng
‘‘Something is going to
happen to the locality, even if
the wires are invisible. By
favouring a particular group
of people, and one small sec-
tion in that group, the deci-
sion is going to change the
character of the area.” .~

The United Synagogue was 4

unavailable for comment

because membeéers were

observing the Feast of
Tabernacles.

However, speaking after'

sunset, Mrs Eva Greenspan
a’'member of Barnet's plan-

ning committee who:'sup-

ported the eruv, said:*‘It had
to be judged: solely .on plan-
ning grounds, and I ¢ould see,
no plannmg ground
refusal.” :

‘+Poles and wire already des:

ignate a small eruy- at -the
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d to its chat show host, so excelled.
iably at But give Maclennan a pul-
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- Britain’s:first-“eruv’;za . ‘marked-out area in which Jewish
'Sabbath laws may be relaxed, is to be-established in north
ndon after John Gummer, the Environment Secretary,
yesterday., overtumed objections by Barnet Council.
Mr Gumiier said that’he agreed with the finding of a public
quiry that the scheme would not “seriously harm the
»...character and appearaqce of the area. Poles with wires high
“above stréét level will mirk out two-thirds of a mile of the
eruv’s 1l-mile perimeter, most of which coincides with existing

boundarles formed by housmg, fencing, | roads and rall
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SEPTEMBER 23, 1994 — TISHRI 18, 5755

Eruv of reconciliation

he old joke inevitably comes to mind, about the
. I Jew who chooses to go golfing on Yom Kippur,

only to be punished by the Almighty with a hole-
in-one. “Who,” the punch line goes, “is he going to
be able to tell?” When the Environment Secretary’s long-
awaited ruling on the North-West London eruv was
announced, on Wednesday morning, most of the rabbis
and lay leaders who had fought hardest to win approval for
the plan were, of course, in synagogue. Even there —
notably in the independent Orthodox Ner Y.israel congre-
gation, a prime mover in the eruv proposal — word got
out. Inevitably, spontaneously, a celebration ensued.
Celebration — as opposed to a potentially divisive spirit of
triumphalism — is entirely merited. For many months, a
scheme which will greatly enrich the Sabbath for Orthodox
Jews, notably for the parents of small children and for the
disabled, without penalising or encroaching upon anyone
else, has been mired in largely senseless controversy.
Significantly, much of the opposition to the eruv has come
from Jews. Some argued that the addition of several dozen
nondescript wooden poles would somehow blight the envi-
ronment. That argument was clearly about as thin as the
filament between eruv poles — as John Gummer conclud-
ed in his decision to approve the proposal, and as even
many opponents of the eruv must have recognised. It is dif-
ficult to escape the conclusion that other, unspoken con-
cerns were at work — specifically, a fear -among some
Jewish opponents of the eruv that the scheme, and the
debate surrounding it, might uncomfortably heighten the
profile of Jewishness and Judaism in the wider community.
It is equally difficult to ignore the lamentable fact that
many of those Jews who bridled at the idea of an eruv
would — quite properly — have reacted with openness,
tolerance and empathy if an analogous proposal had come
from another of Britain’s ethnic communities. The similar
calls this week, by both proponents and opponents of the
eruv, for a spirit of reconciliation in Anglo-Jewry and the
wider non-Jewish community are immensely welcome. In
that context, the eruv plan should be implemented in the
spirit that it deserves: as an example, in a truly multi-ethnic
society, of a move to enrich the lives of one group — with
care, sensitivity and respect for those who may neither
need, nor want, its benefits. :
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Eruv: Itsayes

from Gummer

ORTHODOX Jews in North Lon-
don this week celebrated Envir-
onment Secretary John Gumm-
er’s decision to approve the eruv,
but they face a concerted effort
from Jewish opponents to stop the
controversial religious plan.

As predicted in the Ham &
High earlier this month, Mr
Gummer could find no planning

" reason to reject the proposal for

85 poles demarking with wire an
area of six-and-a-half square miles
of Golders Green, Hampstead
Garden Suburb and Hendon.

The decision is a victory for Or-
thodox Jews, who wanted an eruv

 so that children in prams and peo- -
ple-in wheelchairs could be push-

ed within this symbolically enclos-
ed area without violating Sabbath
laws.

How quickly the eruv is erected:
. depends on the United Synagogue

Eruv Committee. It has to per-
suade the Department of Trans-
port to allow wire across highways
such as Lyttleton Road.

But Barnet’s planning com-
mittee’ chairman -Jack Cohen,
himself an eruv supporter, wamed
the committee not to rush things.
“There is some misunderstanding
of the eruv committee’s motives
and these have to be tackled.”

The proposal for the eruv has
provoked huge controversy in Nor:
th London since it was suggested
more than two years ago.

Some Jews believe the eruv
would divide a multicultural com-
munity — they were accused by
some Orthodox Jews who want
the eruv of being anti-semitic.

But after examining the report

" .

of his planning inspector David
Bushby, who held an inquiry last
November into Barnet Council’s
rejection of the eruv, Mr Gummer
agreed that the “‘social harmony”
of the application was not a
material planning consideration.
He concluded that the eruv
would not seriously harm the
. character and appearance of the

area, would leave the Hampstead -

Garden Suburb Conservation
Area substantially- unharmed and
would not affect its visual impact.
Shell-shocked opponents of the
eruv were this week licking their
wounds and considering their op-
tions which include seeking a rul-
ing in the High Court. Elizabeth
Lawrence, co-ordinator of the
2,000-strong Barnet Eruv Objec-
tors Group, described Mr
Gummer’s report as superficial..

“To say the eruv would make,

no difference to the environment
is patently nonsense. To demar-
cate an area in London for minori-
ty use can’t be compared with a
normal planning apphcauon ” she
said. .

She said legal advice would be
sought and Barnet’s view solicit-
ed, but it was too early to say
whether the group would seek a
judicial review. “I would feel in-
clined to do what we can. The eruv
isavery dangerousidea.”

Some opponents insisted that
they would fight on. Jeffrey Seg-
all, who can expect a pole to be
erected outside his home in
Child’s Hill, claimed it would lead
to “social disintegration”, adding:

To backpagel>

and worked In Stives. |Ne scuipwor o

Eruv

<|From page one

“To me, it’s the equivalent‘of a
Nazi symbol.”

But other opponents, like
Hampstead Garden Suburb coun-
cillor Frank Davis, were prepared
to throw in the towel. “When the
umpire’s finger goes up; I walk. I
can take my black eyes as well as
the next man.’

Hendon South MP John Mar-
shall, a supporter of the plan said:
“T do hope that it won’t create a
lasting schism in the Jewish com-
munity. Where there is a will to
work together, people candoso.”

Edward Black, spokesman for
the United Synagogue’s Eruv
Committee, said that the decision
would enable thousands of
mothers, children, the elderly and

2 disabled to enjoy their sabbath to

the full.

“We do appreciate that the idea
_of a community eruv gave rise to.
anxiety among some people. We
trust that ail parties will now put
their differences behind them,

and move forward in an at-’

mosphere of mutual respect.

“We are confident that once es-
tablished, the eruv, like those in
the United States, Canada,
Australia, -Belgium " and
elsewhere, will be appreciated by
people who need it and not notic-
ed by those who don t

]
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Viewpoint

Walled In: The ghetto people of Schmdler s List, prelude to the Nazi holocaust

ENVIRONMENT Secretary John
Gummer this week gave
permission for an Orthodox
Jewish community in North
London to create an eruv, an area
fenced off from the surrounding
streets for religious reasons.
Here, former Shadow Cabinet
Minister GERALD KAUFMAN,
who was brought up as an
Orthodox Jew, argues that such
isolationism could pose a threat
to our integrated society.

N THE wall above my

kitchen stove hangs a

picture of the Ghetto

in Venice. I bought it

when 1 visited that
most beautiful of Italian cit-
ies last year.

For centuries, the Ghetto was not
at all beautiful for the Jewish com-
munity in Venice. It was the area of
the town to which they were strin-
gently restricted. Ask Shakespeare’s
Shylock.

‘The word ‘ghetto’ has an ugly his-
tory for Jews. That heart-rending
film Schindler’s List has this year
shown how, under the Nazis, Jews in
the occupied Polish city of Cracow
were first of all restricted to a ghetto
and then massacred there.

Now, by giving planning permis-
sion for an eruv in Barnet, North-
West London, Environment
Secretary John Gummer has
authorised ultra-Orthodox Jews to
create their own do-it-yourself
ghetto.

Within a six-square-mile area, a
symbolic Jewish enclave is to be set
up. Part of it will be enclosed within
natural boundaries like roads and
railway lines. But a section of the
perimeter will be marked by
telegraph-type poles linked by fine
fishing line.

Why has an eruv been demanded?
Because certain zealously observant
_ultra-Orthodox Jews accept the obli-
gation to observe burdensome rules
limiting what may be carried outside
their homes on the Sabbath and on
other holy days. The eruv is a device
which extends the area in which
objects may be carried, or strollers
may be pushed, beyond the purlieus
of the home to the whole area within
the eruv’'s boundaries.

I am very well aware of the rules
limiting what Orthodox Jews may
carry on resticted days. My father
was such an Orthodox Jew, who
refused to carry door keys or even a
handkerchief outside our home on
the Sabbath.

E WAS so devout that he lay

in wait for the postmen and

hid my letters on Yom Kip-

pur — the Day of Atone-
ment, the holiest Jewish day of all —
because to him tearing open the
envelopes was a sin.

I am proud to be Jewish, in my
own more relaxed way, but I believe
that Mr Gummer has made a sad
mistake in allowing this plan to go
ahead. By permitting one group to
set itself apart from the rest of the
nation, he is inviting every other
group to seek similar treatment.

Once that process becomes active,
it threatens to undermine all the
efforts made over a century to turn
Britain into a contented multi-
ethnic, multi-cultural society. The

by GERALD
KAUFMAN

herculean work performed by so
many ethnic and religious groups,
including Jews, to draw communi-
ties together could gradually be
undone and our nation could
become fragmented.

My feelings are not influenced
because I am opposed to religious
and ethnic minority groups being
allowed to preserve their special
identities. Far from it. I believe that
they should not only be allowed, but
assisted to maintain their identities.

I support religious education —
whether Church of England, Catho~
lie, Jewish or Moslem — within the
state system. I believe that Jews and
Moslems should have the right to eat
their kosher and hallal meat and
that Sikhs should not be prevented
from wearing their turbans, even in
place of motorcycle crash helmets.

Minority groups, in Dpreserving
their identities, can contribute to
the richness of our diverse society.
We can all enjoy St Patrick’s Day
festivities, and folk dances per-
formed by Polish and Ukrainian
teams. Asian food — provided by
Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi
restaurants — is hugely popular. So
is Chinese.

But Hongkong Chinese caterers do
not run only Chinese restaurants.
They also supply some of the most
succulent English-style fish and
chips at what we have come to call
Chinese chippies.

Minorities, whether religious or
ethnic or both, should be part of the
wider society, respecting and carry-
ing on their own customs but not
shutting themselves off from that
wider society. They should celebrate
themselves, where they came from
and what they stand for. They
should not isolate themselves. For
from isolation can come misunder~
standing and hostility.

Today it is a group of ultra-
Orthodox Jews who have decided to
build a fence around themselves.
Tomorrow it could be another group
or sect. Tolerance — on both sides —
requires understanding -~ on both

The danger

sides. Fences stand in the way of
understanding. Yes, of course, the
creation of an eruv will remove
.certain inconveniences for those
ultra-Orthodox Jews who will take
advantage of it. But religious
observance sometimes involves
inconveniences, and a test of reli-
gious commltment may be whether
{)I;aople are ready to accept those
conveniences.

Last week, from Wednesday
evening to Thursday evening — the
sunset-to-sunset period which covers
Yom Kippur — thousands of Jews
fasted. They took neither food nor
drink of any kind for 25 hours.
During Ramadan, Moslems fast
during daylight hours for 30 days. In
a hot climate, that must be an
ordeal. But Mosléms accept that
that ordeal goes with being a Mos-
lem. Many pious Christians volun-
teer for self-denial during Lent, the
40-weekday period between Ash
Wednesday and Easter-eve.

RUE religion is not a game,

in which you bend the rules

to suit your convenience. If

.is a belief-system, in which
you abide by all the rules — or else,
like me, you abide by some rules and
dlsregard others, knowing that you
are accordingly an incomplefe and
unsatisfactory communicant of your
faith. A multi-ethnic society should
be a pattern, not a patchwork. It
should not consist of groups sepa-
rating themselves from each other,
but of communities which respect
themselves but are part of the wider
community, too

I support maintaining religious
and ethnic identity within an inte-
grated multi-ethnic community. But
I am dead against racial and reli-
gious exclusivity, and I am against
using the planning permission laws
available to all law-abiding citizens
as a way of enshrining that
exclusivity.

I am against religious and ethnie
minority groups being walled into
ghettoes. I am just as much against
such groups walling — or fencing —
themselves into ghettoes.

That is why I am against the cre-
ation of an eruv in North-West
London or anywhere else.




ERUYV opponents were this week
weighing -up whether grounds
‘existed for challenging the Secre-

tary of State’s ruling allowing the ~

proposal to go ahead.
Opinion among soine, however,

appeared divided over whether a -

potentially costly legal challenge —
possibly in the form of a judicial

review — was realistic. The inspector’s .
. verdict on -the eruv, an area where. -~ "k
Jewish Sabbath laws are relaxed, was .

based entirely on planning grounds,
which many believe would make it dif-

ficult to_argue he acted * unrez_asona-

 bly” in reachmg his decision.

_The Barnet Eruv Objectors Group,- »
which expressed dismay at the ruling,

plans a detailed scrutiny of the report
before decxdmg what if any, action to
take. -

“We are not ruling anythmg out and
we’re not rulmg ‘anything in. We are
still opposed to it but we have to con-
sult lawyers,” said spokeswoman ‘Eliz-
abeth Lawrence.

-The _United Synagogue Eruv
committee, - meanwhile, echoed the
call_of Garden Suburb . councillor
‘Frank" Davxs, one of the eruv’s most

outspoken’ critics, in appealing for dif- -

ferencés to be set aside. Spokesman

3

Edward Black said“We apprecxate
the idea gave rise to anxiety among

_some. The Secretary of State - and

inspector -considered all thie relevant

issues and concerns in reaching their

decision.

by PAUL FRANCIS

- . A

“We therefore trust all parties will

put.their differences behind them and
move forward in an atmosphere of
mutual respect.”’ > = -

~ It will be some time, possxbly
months, before poles and wire go up.
. The chairman of Barnet’s town
planning committee, Jack Cohen,

- accepted there would still be -some
resentment. “It is not going to be easy

but I hope people will accept they had

Eruv opponents
consider makmg |
egal challenge

RULING DISMAYS GROUP

a fair hearing and this decision is the

right one,” he said.
Garden Suburb resident Alan

-Jacobs, an opponent, acknowledged it
would prove difficult to dispute the.

inspector’s verdict. “He’s torpedoed

-things by deciding. on planning_
~‘grounds. Now we have to broaden the”

debate — though I'm not sure how ”

—
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LEGAL CHALLENGE COULD BE NEXT MOVE

ERUV opponents were this
week .weighing up whether
grounds existed for challeng-
ing the Secretary of State’s
ruling allowing the proposed
Jewish enclave to go ahead..

Opinion among-some, howev- .
er, appeared divided over

whether a potentially costly legal

challenge, possibly.in the form of

a judicial review, was realistic.
The inspector’s verdict was
baséd entirely on‘ planning
grounds, which many believe
would make it difficult to argue
he acted unreasonably” in reach-
ing his decnsxon

.'\\

by PAUL FRANCIS

The Barnet Eruv Objectors

Group, which expressed “dismay -
" at the ruling, will scrutinise the
report before deciding what, Jf

any, action to take.
“We are not ruling anythmg

in. o
“We are still opposed to it but
we have to consult lawyers,” said
spokeswoman . Elizabeth

. Lawrence.

The' United Synagogue Eruv

Committee, meanwhxle, echoed,

out and we’re not ruling anything

the call of Hampstcad Garden
Suburb councillor Frank Davis,
one of the eruv’s most outspoken

critics, in appealing - for - differ- -

. ences to be set aside. .
.Spokesman Edward Black said: -
“We appreciate the'idea gave rise -

o anxiety among some.
“The - Secretary of State 'and
inspector considered all the rele-

. vant issues and concerns in reach-

ing their decision. ]
.. “We therefore trust all parties

- will put their differences behind

them and move forward in an
atmosphere of mutual respect.”
It will be some time, possibly

months, before the poles and wire

weShoe#ree

COntmental shoes for
' chlldren R

chkers, converse, Superflt,‘

The finest qua//ty shoes, .
handp/cked for your ch//drens

feet
New m - Mickey Mouse
Padders for babies

1384 High Rd Whetstone
- 081 446 8539 . '

Buckle My Shoe, Salamander |

I\I ews extra -

Attack charge

A BUILDER from Edg-
ware is among five people
accused of attacking a man
outside a Paddmg;on
nightclub, .

Eugene O'Neill,” 36, of
Harcourt Avenue; appeared
with four others at Maryle-
bone Magistrates Court on
Friday.

All five are charged wnh
causing violent disorder in

Queensway, West London, -
in the early hours of August‘ .

20.

O'Neill s charged -with ’

maliciously wounding Garth
Stainforth with intent to

cause. him grievous bodily:

harm, while another man,
Robert Burns, 31, is
charged with assaulting Mr
Stainforth, causing him
actual bodily harm.

The five were -bailed
unconditionally until Qcto-
ber 7 to seek legal advice.

. go up, marking out the
-area in which-strict Jew- -

" ish sabbath laws w111 be
- relaxed.

The chalrman of.v

Barnet’s town planning
committee, Jack Cohen,
accepted that there

- would still be- some: .
-+ reséntment.~ .
- “It i§"not going’ to be. '
.+ easy but I hope peo, le .

. will accept they ha

fair hearing and thls )

decxsxon is the nght
one, * he sdid.

Garden- Suburb Tesi-<- )"

dent “Alan- Jacobs an
eruv fopponent
acknowledged it would

:prove difficult to dispute, .

. the mspector s verdict.
S “He's torpedoed

things by deciding on °

planning grounds: Now

.. we have to broaden the -

“debate :— though Tm
not sure how,” he said’

“consider options ||

' Half-century: Robert and Iris Ramsay at’

their golden wedding - anniversary
celebrations - picture by: DANIEL MARTIN

A RETIRED Stanmore postmanand

his .wife. celebrated their golden wed-
- ding anniversary - after their children-

organised a dmner at the Hendon Hall
Hotel. - :

Robert and Irls Ramsay, who lived in Edgware
until their retirement in 1976, met at the end of
the war when Robert vas stanoned on’ army
search-light duty in\Wembley. But living with
Robert’s. parents proved too cramped so they

moved to Wenlock Road in 1948, where they..
B remamed for the next three decades. .- | * .
+ . “Their 'sony George Ramsay, -of - Stoneyﬁelds,
.Lane who is*a.church warden at. John“Keble -

-"Church, said: “Although they now live ifi Nor-

v

folk, we decided to hold a: special meal with all

thelr -old frlends -and neighbours; in- Hendon.
- because this'is where they spent their workmg :

lives and 'where my sister ad I | grewup.” S

Robert worked-the borough'’s streets as a post- .
- man at the Stanmore office’ aftér leaving the.

army, while Triswas a secretary at National Cash.

: Reglster on - the' ‘North ' Circular’ Road, before

- tér, Denise Piddington, since they both still live a -
mile apart. George runs his own: cafe, George’s: |
A P Kltchen, ‘on Deans: Lane,» whxle Demse ‘a

_Brent Cross'Shopping Centre\was built'aroundiit..

. George added that growing up in' the, area.
must have left an xmpressnon on him and his sis-

IR TRS -

" teaclier at Edgware School.*

FOR THE BEST FUN ON
4 LEGS -GO:HORSE:
RIDING T HIS AU TUMN

‘are. Welcome. o

details of our speclal Gift Token’
Vouchers, useable i in. full or par_t
payment for rides or lessons

“PHONE:

4‘(4,‘

o

: 081 449 3531

All levels of rlder, young and:old

For bookmgs, mformatmn and
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Lunge against fencing
THIS IS the very first time in my life I have
written to a paper, so I must feel very
strongly about this.

The eruv is disgusting and humiliating to
the people who do not want it, and these
must number thousands. I already live in a
housing association where I feel fenced in.

Why do we have to segregate oursclves
and turn the place into a ghetto, or should
we all start singing that song Don’t Fence

Me In? Mr H Nathan
Harmony Close
Temple Fortune

Stretching belief

[ WRITE in absolute amazement that the
Environment Secretary and his inspector
have decided the matter of the eruv on
purely planning grounds.

Since when has a vociferous religious
minority attained their purpose on ‘planning
grounds’?

Mr Gummer and the United Synagogue
have done Barnet a great disservice. It will
be opposed and minorities in Barnet will all
demand public show of their beliefs.

Twenty foot poles with adjoining wires do
not absolve sin in the eyes of God! Ortho-
dox Jews have accepted their rules.

It ill becomes the United Synagogue to
further racism with the Monty Python con-
cept of poles and wires to absolve sin!

Mrs Muriel Marks
Purley Avenue
Cricklewood

Eruv ruling out of line

FOLLOWING the go-ahead from John
Gummer, the Finchley Society will be in the
forefront of any future eruv protest.

Acting under our 1971 constitution, to ‘se-
cure the préservation, protection and devel-
opment of public interest in the area,” we
will contirlue to protest at this monstrous
proposal tiiat has devastated the harmony
betweerl rtligious groups.

This was never a matter of religious

freedom and I despise all councillors who
supported the application from the United
Synagogue and the Chief Rabbi, who repre-
sent only two per cent of the -Jewish
population. ‘

Our president, a planning expert,
objected at the inquiry to the fine wire
stretched between ‘gateways’ and the poten-
tially lethal consequences of broken lengths
becoming entangled with vehicles, or simply
caught around the legs of the elderly or
infirm.

The application symbolises nationalism
and neo-Nazism where a very small minor-
ity foist their wishes on the community.

The erection of ‘private’ street furniture
will set a dangerous precedent. .

Speaking personally, I would have fully
supported the painting of a thin line on the
ground to denote the boundary.

Norman Burgess
Chairman of The Finchley Society
Vines Avenue

) Finchley
Short-sighted, smug

objections

EVEN in defeat Roy Schutz is unable to
keep his clearly unwanted considerations on
the eruv to himself. Few in the community
share his view that the markings of the eruv
would even be noted after its placing.

Those who offer criticisms will not be
able to see the poles, nor will they be caught
up on the wires, unless they just happen to
be eight feet high.

On another point used against the eruv,
birds have a greater strength of sight than
humanity and can recognise objects from
many feet above the ground.

One must offer congratulations to Mr
Gummer for his late support of this harm-
less religious division. The only dangers
come from those resting in their own smug
conclusions, and their obvious misuse of
power. Michael Barak Kaye

Marsh Drive
West Hendon Estate

-
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)Eruv is much ado ahouvt‘

nothing but votes

THE ERUYV seems to me to be a terrible
waste of somebody’s money, probably
ours. It is also unnecessary and will create
trouble.

What about a simple idea such as a pho-
tocopy of a prepared map of the sug-
gested area made available by the local
synagogue to the Jewish community for
something like 10p?

Even that is not needed. Wherever you
live and who ever you are, you are aware
of the neighbourhood that you live in, you
get to the shops for example from your
house without having to get the map out.

At the weekend one sees Jewish fami-

lies making their way to the synagogue on
foot. They know where they are and they
seem to know what they are doing.

I wonder what Mr Gummer is up to; it
couldn’t be a few more votes could it?

Eruv letters extra p15 CH Good

Hamilton Way
Finchley
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£50,0QO needed for construction and start-up costs

vorth-West London eruv -

operational ‘within a year’

By SIMON ROCKER

Britain’s -first. eruv, approved last
week by Environment Secretary John
Gummer, should be operational
within a year, accordmg to its pro-
moters: -

<But it will be some months before
the installation of the first of the

-poles marking the boundaries-of the

six-and-a-half-square-mile -zone -cov-
ering Hendon, Golders Green and
parts of chhley and Hampstead.

“There are a number of bureau-
cratic hoops, that still have to be
jumped through ” commented -Uni-
ted Synagogue. eruv committee
spokesman Edward Black:

Most of the eruv will be marked by
existing railway lines and highways.
But there are 37 locations where the
boundaries will have to be delineated
by sets of poles linked- by thin wire in
order to comply with the strict

requirementsof rabbinic law.

. In fact, only 85 poles will be need-
ed overall, so most of the designated
spots will require merely one pair ‘of
linked poles ranging from 16 to 20
feet high.

The eriv committee has already
purchased the fishing line that will be
used to wire the poles — for the
princely outlay of £12.95.

Several technical details remain to
be sorted out with Barnet council,

“but should pose no problem — for

example, what shade of green, brown
or grey to paint the poles. Formal
consent from the Department of
Transport will also be required. for
poles erected on public highways.

The committee will also have to
raise £50,000 to fund the construc-
tion and start-up costs, and
Jaunch a"public information-
campaign-+to -explain~exactly—
what people will be allowed ™ -
to -carry on Shabbat “within -
the eruv.

Accordmg to Mr Black:
“We’ll be producing-educa- "
tional material for schools,
shuls and communal groups.”

One suggestion for fund-
ing maintenance of the eruv
is a premium-rate . hotline
which people would be ‘to .
able to call before the onset-
of Shabbat to check that the
eruv is intact.

Responsibility for the reli-
gious supervision of the eruv
will lie with the senior dayan
of the London Beth Din,
Dayan Chanoch Ehrentreu.

It remains to be  seen
whether local rabbis from the
Orthodox Union.of Hebrew
Congregations who have '~
strenuously opposed the cre-
ation of an- eruv, will relent

‘and allow thelr congregants to use it.

A OUHC source said that no deci-
sion would be taken until after this
week’s festivals.

Mr Black stressed: “We hope every-
one will put their differences behind
them and move forward in an atmo-
sphere of respect and co-operation.”

1

i

Blink and yow’ll miss it: the arrow marks an eruv pole held up by a workman in Cricklewood Lane during an on-site visit by inspector
David Bushby as part of last year’s public inquiry. Top, a map illustrating the boundaries of the North-West London eruv '

Women and children first among the benef1c1ar1es

By S1MON ROCKER

Mothers, young children, the dis-
abled and the elderly will benefit
most from the eruv.

Under the religious authority of

.the London Beéth Din, the eruv is

designed to permit Orthodox Jews to
carry items , on Shabbat which

enhance the celebratlon of the day.

It will thus become permissible to
push people in wheelchairs or babies
in buggies and prams. Parents will be

able to carry around what they need.

for baby care — nappies and food.
The elderly will be able to take walk-
ing sticks or-carry such itéms as med-
ication or reading glasses.” -

g

J'J.BINOH

HEBREW READING WORKSHOP

Cost £35. 00

Dates:
Venue:

THE UNDERAQHIEVINQ BRIGHT PUPIL

- Dates:
Venue:
Cost:  £12.00

Dates:
Venue:
Cost:  £12.00

DYSPRAXIA — WHAT IS IT?

Venue:
Cost:  £12.00

Instrumental Enrichment programme.

Venue:
Cost:  £6.00

skills.
Dates:

Cost:  £12.00

o BINOH TRAINING

PROGRAMME
. OCTOBER- -
DECEMBER 1994 -

GRAND OPENING OF THE KODESH ESOQRC E CENTRE

An opportunity for professionals and parents to view our exciting Kodesh resources.
Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road NW
Date:  Wednesday, 5th October, 7.30-10.00 p m. . O

A workshop for Kodesh.teachers centred around the teachmg of Hebrew readmg
Date:  Sunday, 30th Gctober; 10.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m.
Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Vlctona Road NW4

Prof Reuven Feuerstem s dynamic thinking skills training programme for teachers
10 sessions from 30th October—19th December |
_Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road NW4

A two-session course for primary school teachers to help work with, the underachlever
Tuesdays, 1st & 8th November, 8.00-10.00
Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, ‘off Victoria Road, NW4

A two-session course for parents of children with special educatlonal needs who wish to-
. help them with reading at home in both English and Hebrew.

Wednesdays, 9th & 16th November, 8.00-10.00 p.m.

Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4

A two-session workshop for teachers and professwnals to discuss the definitions and -
identification of dyspraxia and its implications for classroom practice.

Dates: Tuesdays, 15th & 22nd November, 8.00-10.00 p.

Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Hannony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4 -

INSTRUMENTAL ENRICHMENT — AN INTRODUCTION
A coutse to introduce head teachers and heads of Limmudei Kodesh to Prof. Feuerstein’s

Date:  Monday, 21st November, 8.00-10. O(l p.m.
Bearsted Centre, 85 Lordshlp Road, London N16

HOW TO TEACH EFFEQTI!E STUDY SKILLS TO YOUR QPIL
. A two-session course for secondary school teachers to discuss teachmg effectwe learnmg

Wednesdays, 23rd November & 7th December
Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4

For further information and application forms, please contact the.Binoh Centre -
Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4 2BZ. Tel: 081-203 3030

A part of  CHILD CARE

It will also presumably be possible
to take grapes.to a sick relative or a

bottle of wine to friends when visiting

for Shabbat lunch.

But many things will remain off
the portable list for the eruv area,
-notably umbrellas, which cannot be
used since it is not permitted to open
and shut them on Shabbat "and

e

Yomtov. Nor would it be permissible
for observant Jews to take a football
to the park.

This is not because the action
would technically violate the laws
against carrying, but because ball
games would still be prohibited as
incompatible with the spirit of the
Sabbath. -

By Rum ROTHENBERG

Eruv objectors were this week con- -

sidering their next step, following the
government’s go-ahead. i

-“We are taking legal advice,” said
Elizabeth Lawrence, co-ordinator of
the "2,000-strong Barnet eruv objec-.
tots’ group. “There are many proce-
dures to go. through and it will not.all
bé all'plain sailing.” T

The decision has also’ caused the-

()bjectors ponder actlon

for private purposes w1ll set a dan-
gerous precedent,” he told the JC.

In: contrast, other communities
with eruy plans reacted with delight.

In Manchester, consultations have
been taking place under the direction
of Dayan Osher Westheim.

“With community consensus, maxi-
mum use of natural features, discreet
“use-of posts or poles and education

" "on what exactly is irivolved, we hope

' to have.an eruv within a year,” said a

resignation from a founder member~~ Manchiester Beth Din spokesman,

of the Finchley Council of Christians
and Jews, Norman Burgess.

Mr Burgess, a Methodist, said that
while he was not against the concept
of an eruv, he objected ‘strongly to
the form of its implementation.

“The erection of street furniture

Outer Loridon - suburbs, such as
Tiford in the east and Cockfosters in
the north,” are actively considering
establishing an eruv.

Both Edgware -and Elstree support

the idea of a local eruv in principle, .

with certain halachic reservations.

What the papers said...

By JEREMY LESTER

Those looking to the national press
for the real story about what an eruv
actually is could well have got the
wrong end of the pole.

In a hard-hitting Daily Mail opin-
ion piece, Jewish MP Gerald Kauf-
man opposed the eruv under the
headline: “The danger of creating
your own ghettoes.” However, its
‘introduction described the etuv as an

area “fenced off from the surround-

ing streets” for religious reasons.

.The Guardian headline, “Gummer
allows first Jewish erfuv,” seemed to
suggest the possibility of a non-
Jewish eruv — or more likely, to
explain the provenance of the idea
for a wider reading public.

Indeed, the. report did a fairly
accurate job, until its last paragraph,

which said: “No Orthodox Jews were
available for comment yesterday
because of the festival of Yom
Kippur.”

The Daily Telegraph declared:
“First Jewish- ‘freedom zone’ wins
approval” — news which must come
as a great relief to all those hitherto

“enslavéd” in the Suburb.

After freedom zones and fences
maybe the most sensible reaction
came from the Ham and High, which
commented:
exist almost entirely in the minds of
the people who proposed it, will use

it, and who will pay for the erection ’

of and maintenance of its few poles
and wires. Everyone else, as Mr
Gummer found, should hardly notice
its few physical manifestations, and
will nof in any way be affected by its
theological implications.”

suppo
- council’s pubhe works
e ] favour

paxgners present a petmon to
» :make—er—break councxl meesting
. eruv now attracting the atten-
* net
- tee xe;ects the proposal despite '

o the réecommendation of coun-

" cil ‘officers. Eruv campaigners ™
vappeal to the Department‘of r

. bovits and his;
- Rabbi, Dr Jonathan Sacks, give -

“The eruv, after all, will '

’_mclu{:l .the formm‘

Kenwood

Hampstead
Heath

the fown hall in advance of

. February 1993: With the

n of the world media, Bar-
aneil’s planning commit-

:»-v’Envnonma e
: December 1993 Lord Jako- ,
Coessoras Chlef' .

‘evidence to a public ingui

- The Union: of Orthodox er-ﬂ .
- brew Congrepations . publicly

opposesthe enuy. Other Jewish
“opponenis of the eruy proposai i
Labour
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On the
other hand

" Oxford dictionary,

The Mib fail to cancel the high-wire ac\t‘

AS THE WORD is likely to find its

way into the next edition of the

define it now.

An eruv is a device which renders
permissible some actions normally
forbidden on the Sabbath and festi-
vals. Such devices have several
applications, but the expression .is
commonly used to refer to a notion-

al boundary, usually in the form of
overhead wires, which symbolically

converts a public domain into a pri-
vate one, thus enabling Jews to carry

.on the Sabbath. ‘
Once the word strays into general
_ circulation, it will come to mean a

licensed way of doirig something you
shouldn’t. Thus, for example, a sprig
of mistletoe at Christrhas may come
to be known as-an eruv because ‘it
enables people to Kkiss - complete
strangers without being accused of
sexual harassment. ’

.When Environment Secretary

.John Gummer announced that he
was permitting the creation of a.

North-West London eruv, I was
phoned by two national papers
which wanted to know how it would
affect non-Jews and non-Orthodox
Jews? Would it mean the creation of
a ghetto?

I replied that the ghetto was

I had better

already there, self-created and self-
preserved, and that the eruv would
affect only about 4,000 or 5,000
Orthodox Jews, who accept the
word of their rabbis as the word of
God. As for non-Jews and non-
Orthodox Jews, they wouldn’t even
know that the eruv existed.

I suppose if we had a Jewish
honours system, the begetters of the
eruv campaign — Rabbi Allan
Kimche, and a range other figures,
notably in the United Synagogue —

" would each get a knighthdad, if not

a peerage, for it cost them many a
sleepless night, and a great deal of
time, money and heartache.

‘Some of the heartache was self-
inflicted, especially when some eruv-
enthusiasts tried to steamroller the
scheme through a meeting of the
Hampstead Garden Suburb resi-
dents’ association. It was a high-wire
operation from the beginning, and a

steamroller is not the best devnce to

use on a high-wire. .
But what nearly destroyed the
scheme was not the objections of the

" HGSRA, or of non-Orthodox Jews

who feared that the eruv would sym-
bolise a return to the ghetto, but the
evidence given to the public inquiry

"by the holiest of the holy, the men in
- black ~— known hereinafter as the

Mib — from Stamford Hill, Golders
Green and Hendon, who argued in
emphatic terms that the eruv was
unacceptable in Jewish law.

That Mr Gummer nevertheless
ruled in favour is, I am convinced,
due less to the actual mierits of the
case than to his feeling that, if he
had turned down the eruv, the word
would spread that English society
was riddled with anti-Semitism.

The word had already begun to
spread after the HGSRA meeting,
but the residents of the Suburb were
merely as anxious to preserve the
amenities of their neighbourhood as
observant Jews are anxious to pre-
serve their traditions.

.Their fears may have been
unfounded, but thé high-handed
attitudes of the pro-eruv party did
little to put them at rest.

" 'We are all careful to protect and
assert our religious rights, but non-
Jews also have rights. And so, for
that matter, do even non-religious
Jews, whom Rabbi Kimche, in one
of his less felicitous asides,
denounced as self-haters.

The affair 'has not enhanced the
standing, or rather. understanding,
of traditional Judaism in.the wider

. community.

It must have been a shock for

those who liked to think that
Judaism was reasonable and com-
passionate, to be told that cripples
and mothers with infants were
incarcerated in their homes on the
holy Sabbath — at least where they
lacked non-Jewish au pairs — and
that they needed a succession of
high-wires over telegraph poles
before they- could take an aged
relative out in a whéelchair, or an
infant out in a pram.

As if that were not bad enough,
there came the insistence of the Mib
that even the measure of humanity
evident in the eruv was not kosher.
If ever there was an example of a
chillul Hashem, this was it.

Well, it’s all over now, bar the
shouting, but there will be quite a bit
of shouting. .

It was, I think, the late Chief
Rabbi Isracl Brodie who invented
the unfortunate expression, “Torah-
true Jews.” We shall now have
Torah-true Jews who will make use
of the eruv, and Torah-truer Jews
who won’t — or the eruvim and the
eruvless.

The eruv will certainly make life

- easier for some. For others, it will
provide a new occasion to be holier
than the rest which, I suppose, is a
benefit of sorts.
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is not because the action

This
would technically violate the laws

games would still be prohibited as
incompatible with the spirit of the

against carrying, but because ball
Sabbath.

for observant Jews to take a football

Yomtov. Nor would it be permissible
to the park.

It will also presumably be possible
them on Shabbat and

to take grapes to a sick relative or a
bottle of wine to fricnds when visiting

for Shabbat lunch.
But many things will remain off

the portable list for the eruv area,
used since it is not permitted to open

notably umbrellas, which cannot be

and shut

It will thus become permissible to

push people in wheelchairs or babies
ble to carry around what they need
for baby care — nappies and food.

The elderly will be able to take walk-
ing sticks or carry such items as med-

in buggies and prams. Parents will be
ication or reading glasses.

enhance the celebration of the day.

a

the dis-
which

the eruv is

ed to permit Orthodox Jews to

v

young children
and the elderly will benefit
¢ eruv.
on Shabbat

items

ed

most from th
Under the religious authority of

Mothers

Women and children first among the bene

the London Beth Din

design

By SiMON ROCKER
carry
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, - ROW", m:nwoa wevom..
. -and -‘car, i.:aoim

b::evw_ rabbinic- m:Eo_._Q ‘of -
. .the "UOHC, . Rabbi: s Henoch
" Padwa, tries to mnzvvo_. the

idea by declaring his opposition.

July 1992:.The first stage in
the battle for. local . authority
support is won'when Bamet
council’s public works commit-
tee votes in favour of the plan.

September 1992: Opposition
hots up, -notably among some
residents, Jewish and non-
Jewish, of Hampstead Ow&n:
Suburb,

January 1993:- Eruv cam-
paigners present a petition to
the town hall in advance of
make-or-break council meeting.

February 1993: "With the
eruv now attracting the atten-
tion of the world media, Bar-
net council’s planning commit-
tee rejects the proposal despite
the recommendation of coun-
cil officers, Eruv campaigners
appeal to the Department of
Environment.

December 1993: Lord Jako-
bovits and his successor as Chief
Rabbi, Dr Jonathan Sacks, give
evidence to a public inquiry.
The Union of Orthodox He-
brew Congregations publicly
opposes the eruy. Other Jewish
opponents of the eruv proposal
include the former Labour

_cabinet minister Edmund Dell,

September 1994: Cheers in
synagogue on Succot as news
breaks that Environment Secre-
tary John Gummer has finally
approved the eruv.
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MANCHESTER ROSH YESHIVA ZTL ON THE ERUV

Dear Sir,

Your correspondent, Akiva
Aaronson, writes from Bnei Brak
(which, of course, has an eruv)
adducing the well known
Meshech Chochmah on Bechukosai
as a reason for not erecting an
eruv in London and elsewhere (28
October).

The Meshech Chochmah’s
insight and near prophecy cannot
be repeated too often, but it has, if
anything, contrary relevance to
the desirability of eruvin. Its effect
on the marginally observant will
surely be to intensify their
adherence to yiddishkeit.

In absolute halachic terms no
eruv ever recently constructed has
fulfilled the requirements and
stringencies of all opinions. The
option of not making use of its
facility is available for those who
want to be machmir. In a
discussion I had with the late
Rosh Yeshivah, Rabbi Yehuda
Zev Segal ztl, he made it
emphatically clear to me, that
those who oppose the eruv on the
principle of its encouraging freer
social mingling on Shabbos, with
its inherent possible threat to
tznius were fundamentally
mistaken. He said that this

PRESERVED FLOWEKR ART

Capture the memory of your spccial day.
Transform your wedding bouquet into a
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54-54a Clapton Common, London E5 9AL
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atmosphere, then come to the Menorah. Modernised
interior, near the YW N3, surrounded by beautiful
parks in heimishe 1123V, close to buses and subways.
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potential h3Zard had never been
evoked ifi ail the writings he
had seen en the topic, and it
should ri8t B8 a consideration
today. As for the practical
halachic teehgizalities of the eruv,
he added, thése; of course, should
be done uilder ghe supervision of
Poskim &%rv2#t {1 the subject.

To sdy that ag eruv will “make
us feel mefe ssttled and at home
in Englané:" when, in fact, we
will share & an’vah in common
with all K¢hillos in Eretz Yisroel
and man¥ abroud seems contrary
to sechel hdjoshor.

Yours $incerely

L. REICH
27 Brobm Lane
Salford M7

Dear Sir;

Whilst I have no argument
with tH4é AMeshech Chochmoh, 1
cannot follow the conclusion
drawn from him by Akiva
Adronson. Yirmiyohu (Ch.29)
advises those it Golus Bovel to
settle GoiNfortably there until
Hashem will remember them
after 78 years. If the eruv makes
life more comfortable and
converictif and is within the
halocho, why oppose it on the
grounds suggested by your
corresgontlent? As halocho
forbids, so Anfocho permits. There
are those who will not use the eruv
and there ar¢ those who will useit
—as [ will.

Yours faithfully

(R@V) B. KOSCHLAND
23 Vificent Court
Bell Lane
London NW4



HENDON South MP John Marshall
has called for a vicar to resign after he
suggested that plans for an eruv were
only approved because of the
government’s reluctance to turn down
requests from the Jewish community.
The MP said the Rev John Wainwright of
All Saints” Church, off Lyndale Avenue,
Childs Hill, should be transferred to
another parish because his views on the
eruv, a symbolic zone relaxing strict Sab-
bath laws for Orthodox Jews, were
unChristian and anti-Semitic.

The MP said: “He should go to his
bishop and ask to be transferred. Quite
frankly, his views are unChristian and out
of tune with those of his parishioners. It
does seem to me that someone who holds
anti-Semitic views should not seek to rep-
resent the church and still less should be a
vicar in this part of London.”

He found it offensive that the vicar had
singled out the Jewish community and add-
ed: “We are all God’s creatures whatever
our religious faith.”

Mr Wainwright insisted his remarks,
made in a parish newsletter, had been mis-
interpreted. and he was not implying the
government was “beholden” to the Jewish
community.

In the newsletter, the vicar wrote: “Be-
cause the Chief Rabbi spoke in favour of
the proposal, it became inevitable the

Parents win crossing for pupils
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PARISH NEWSLETTER ANGERS JEWISIH COMMUNITY
'MP calls for vicar’s
resignation

by PAUL FRANCIS

go-ahead would be given simply because all
governments are reluctant to turn down

Tequests from this community.” The news-

letter, which has angered many of his Jew-
ish parishioners, also said: “When and if
the erection of an eruv takes place,

to. The point I was making was not that the
government was beholden to the Jewish
community but because of the esteem in
which it is held. An eruv will cause
resentment...that is the tragedy of it.”

The Bishop of Edmonton’s office would
not say if Mr Wainwright had been
instructed to retract his remarks but issued
a copy of the statement he made in church.

Childs Hill will become part of the Jew-

ish area of London.”

On Sunday, Mr Wainwright, who
spoke out at the public inquiry into the
eruv last year, attempted to defuse the
growing row by making a brief public
statement in church. .

He said he had the “highest regard”
for the Jewish community and that he
understood why the government had
given the go-ahead for the eruv. His
opposition was based on the eruv’s aes-
thetic impact, not its “social implica-
tions”, he added.

But this week, Mr Wainwright would
not be drawn on whether he regretted
the comments and said: “One should be
able to say one is anti-eruv if one wants
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TE to cl fy your report in last
wfek’s paper_concerning the proposed
r erliv posts in Child’s Hill. I wish to make
¢ jt lear that I'have the highest régard for

e 2 et

‘: mid elsewhere. It is:important that all
nnthvnduals and institutions work harmo-
usly Jogether {mth each_other for the
good- \-;y-ﬂ.a’-» s A ( "
& E’My point that havmg the_ Chlef Rabbi
t at; the public inquiry was 4 tour de force
3 msofar ‘that. he'is- held in the highest -
m in view of his commumty s com-
mbuuon to the life of the nation.
i Theu' values on, the importance of
niorals and to family life are an example
xg 10 us all. Any inquiry would find it diffi-
£ cult to tiirn ‘down 'such & reasonable -
request from an admired membér of the
e§mbhshment insofar. as it allowed for his
¢ people to push prams and wheelchalrs on
+ the Sabbath. .
M.Howcver. I belle\le that® the wrong
d) ecision was made on the eruv,isince it
{ was based on the aesthetic looks of the
i poles rather than the social lmphcatmns

E i My fear is that the eruv could draw

public attention to a clearly defined

i Jewish area, and possxbly subject their’

Ll e R

4 tion.,” . -.°
t, the Jewish community, both in this parish

arassment
hreat of eruv

commumty to harassment and abuse Itis
for this reason alone that I have consis-
 tently objected to the eruv smce its lncep-

THE REV J P. WAINWRIGHT

‘% o ... AllSaints’ Vicarage
v .l - Church Walk, NW2

THE crqation-of an eruv will free oﬁ.ho—
dox Jews to.push prams on the Sabbath

~and so to-act, more like Gentiles, i

- Outwardly they will be more - not less --

" like the rest of the community.

Inwardly, though, their apparently pro-

_fane behaviour will constitute a triple

» religious conformity - to the prohibition
- against manual work, to the ritual power
of the eruv to fre¢ them from it, and to
. the ritual definmon of the presence of
Gentiles as a threat which the eruv is a
-“defence agamst Ea ’

The irony is that the actual eruv has
been approved by Gentiles precisely
because not only will it not keep them out
of the ritually protected areas, it will not
even be conspicuous enpugh for them to
. symbolically acknowledge.

e e JOHN BIRD,

e 32 Swams Lane, N6




trail
of the

cruv

WHEN proposals to enclose much
of North-West London in an eruv
have created such an outery, it
seems strange that the two small
versions of the scheme in Golders
Green are accompanied by such
silence.

It takes a sharp eye to spot the 30
yards of wire running across the
motuths of Woodlands Close and
Park Way, declaring the eruv bound-
ary and allowing orthodox Jewish
residents to uphold less-strict
Sabbath laws.

And it takes a keen ear to detect
any disquiet in the cul-de-sacs, two
of a worldwide network of eruvs
decried hy some as “Jewish ghet-
tos™,

In Woodlands Close residents
chatter about how the truv has trans-
formed their Sabbath life, allowed
them to carry prayers books to wor-
ship, carry children and push invalid
relatives in wheelchairs.

And in Park Way the air of peace
amid the Neighbourhood Watch
signs is éven more pervasive.

“What eruv?” asked one man in
orthodox dress with a 20-foot eruv
pole sticking out of his garden.

“T don’t know anything about it.”
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said another. more elderly, resident.

“We are not aware of granting a
licence for pulling a wire across the
entrance into Park Way.” said a
spokesman for Barnet Council,
which in 1990 gave permission for
the Woodlands Close eruv. “We will
be investigating the matter.”

The existence of an cruv in
Riverside Drive, a block of flats in
Golders Green, was also denied by
one orthodox Jewish resident,
despite confirmation by another.

It is little surprise that even pro-
panents of the main cruv, which
would encompass six and a half
square miles of Golders Green,
Hampstead Garden Suburb and
Hendon. pleaded ignorance of all but
the Woodlands enclosure.

Indeed, fear of publicity stoking
controversy over eruvs in Britain
would appear to be nothing new.

“The idea was first aired in
Golders Green some years ago, in
the 1950s I think.” said Mendel
Kreditor, who with a fellow non-
practicing rabbi organised the setting

up of the Woodlands Close eruv.
“But it did not get universal
approval from the rabbis and so
never happened. More orthodox rab-
bis believe the Sabbath laws should
be upheld whatever, while others
were worried aboul causing con-
frontation with other communities.”

' Mr Mendel proposed the Wood-
lands Close eruv to help him and
his wife look after four young chil-
dren. Sabbath laws upheld by ortho-
dox Jews dictate that no work. not
even carrying keys, can be under-
taken on the Sabbath outside the
home.

Woodlands Close resident Sharon
Lazenga said: “You have no idea
what a difference the cruv has made.
It has changed my way of life and
helped build up a real sense of com-
munity, between Jews and members
of other faiths.”

While the road boasts a non-
Jewish Nigerian family. at least iwo
Christians, and a Hindu who had not
noticed the eruv wire in the two
years she had lived in the road, it

was a woman born to an orthodox
Jewish family in the East End who
was the eruv’s only opponent.

The woman, Gerry Myers, said:
“What is the point of laws if you do
not obey them? I certainly do not
remember anything about eruvs
when I was young.”

Eruv proponents, however, argue
that the enclaves date from at least
the time of Christ and maybe Moses,

_some 1,200 years carlier.

But whatever residents” beliels, it
emerged there could be financial
compensations. Mrs Lazenga report-
ed “a number of offers™ from people
wanting to move into the Woodlands
Close eruv, although her house is
not on the market. Even Mrs Myers
admitted an unsolicited offer had
been made for her home during the
summer.

Whether this attraction will be
enough to realise fears of a “Jewish
ghetto™ within the proposed north
London eruv, or to silence critics
with homes on the market, remains
to be seen.
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and SUSIE STEINER

by PAUL FRANCIS

evin McSharry, headteacher of St
es Catholic High School in Orange
Road, Burnt Oak, said the decision
vhether to accept the vaccination has
1 left to the parents and very few had
drawn.

The fact that as a school we accept the
ine does not mean that we accept the

original abortion,” he said.

The tissue was taken from a
foetus aborted 30 years ago and
Mr McSharry said the remote-
ness of time was also a factor in
the school’s decision to accept
the vaccine.

“Bishops have compared it to
a person who was murdered and
using that person’s organs to
help people in transplants,” he
added.

One girls’ school, St Michael’s
Catholic Grammar in North
Finchley, reported that a number
of parents had asked for their
daughters be withdrawn from the
programme in the wake of the
publicity over the vaccine’s
origins.

“We have had a number of
parents asking for their daugh-
ters not to be vaccinated,” said
acting head Ursula Morrisey.

easles jab

“We have given it a lot of thought but

are following the teaching of the Catholic -

church, which says parents are the pri-
mary educators.”

“It will be available but the right thing
to do is let the parents make the deci-
sion,” she added.

The debate had highlighted widespread
disapproval of the use of foetal tissue to
make vaccines, she added. .

The immunisation of some 50,000
school children in Barnet got underway
last week at Whitefield School in
Cricklewood.

Withdrawn

Other Catholic schools reported few. if
any, requests from parents for their chil-
dren to be withdrawn.

And some criticised the decision by two
leading Catholic public schools in the
north of England to ban the use of the
combined rubella and measles vaccine.

Public health chiefs defended the
immunisation campaign this week and
pointed out the vaccine was derived from
a small number of cells from a single foe-
tus aborted in 1966.

“The vaccine is highly purified and does
not contain any foetal tissue,” said Dr
Maurice Sussman, Barnet’s director of
public health.

“There is no alternative source of
rubella vaccine and to develop an alterna-
tive would take seven to ten years.”

Get to the point:
Queenswell Junior School, Whetstone, on Tuesday

Times Group Newspapers, Thursday, November 3, 1994

ECIDE ON VACCINE THAT PRICKED CONSCIENCE OF-SOME BELIEVERS

ic schools to

Council’s eruv legal bill tops
£23,000 amid new opposition

BARNET paid more than £23,000 to
the lawyer who represented it at the
public inquiry into the cruv, the
Times Group has learned.

The legal fees to barrister John Taylor
QC totalled a massive £23,676 - amount-
ing to some £4,000 for each day of the
inquiry held last year.

The bill is likely to have made the
inquiry the most expensive ever fought by
the council. Officials’ time in assessing the
application, together with extensive public
consuitation, is thought to have pushed
overall costs close to £100,000.

The setting up of the cruv, meanwhile,
faces further delays.

-a e ~|

Dr Jeffrey Segall, a longstanding oppo-
nent from Cricklewood, is trying to chal-
lenge in the High Court the Secretary of
State’s decision to allow the eruv, claim-
ing the planning inspector failed to con-
sider social harmony when he approved it.

Barnet’s legal bill was so large that the
former Conservative administration,
whose decision to reject the eruv applica-
tion led to the inquiry, was forced to cush-
ion the blow on its planning budget with a
one-off cash injection.

A council spokesman confirmed that
the budget committec had agreed the
extra allocation last year.

The largest part of Mr Taylor’s bill was
the £10,000 he charged to attend the

e . 4

sensible T mem
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inquiry. But he also charged £6,250 for
five ‘refresher’ sessions and £1,500 for
advice on the case before the inquiry.
With VAT, the bill totalled £23,676.25.

Councillor Jack Cohen, current chair-
man of Barnet’s town planning committee
and a supporter of the eruv, said: “The
only people who secm to benefit from
these situations are the lawyers.

“This is on top of the other costs
involved in this application.

“It is a warning that when we look at
applications we have to makec decision’s
on planning merits - and those decisions

Barnet's vaccination programme arrived a

BRONWYN EVAN
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Bubbly bursts

A BANK robber spen
more than £1,000 on a nigh
of champagne and prosti
tutes after the last in
string of armed raids tha
netted £55,000 — but wa
captured because his ca
containing evidence wa
clamped, the Old Bailc:
heard on Monday.

Steven Ifield, 25, o,
liford, was jailed for It
years for firearms offence
and seven armed raids
including onc at Midlanc
Bank in Mill Hill on Janu
ary 5, and one at Lloyds it
Borchamwood on Januar
11. He denied all charges.

Four women jurors and :
woman in the public gailer
wept as he was sentenced.

have to be
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Police officer dies in training session

A POLICE officer died during a
routine training session after suf-
fering a massive heart attack.

Gail Pirnie, 42, who was based at
West Hendon, collapsed last Wednes-
day afternoon while training to use a
niew style of police baton.

Despite receiving immediate first-
aid from colleagues she was pro-
nounced dead at Edgware General.

time.

EMPLOYEE IN INTENSIVE CARE
Safety executive
investigates
Barnet’s refuse
collection firm

THREE serious accidents have led health
and safety chiefs to investigate Barnet’s
refuse collection company.

AAH plc, a national environmental services
company, was issued an improvement notice
by the Health and Safety Exccutive (HSE)
after two accidents injured dustmen within the
last year.

AAH was awarded the contract by Barnet
three years ago without any approval of its
health and safety record.

No one at AAH was available for comment.

Alan Williams, leader of the council, said:
“This gives me great cause for concern that
the council let a contract some years ago with-
out having approved the company’s health and
safety policy.”

A third incident, still being investigated
along with the other accidents, happened in
Edgware two weeks ago and left employee
Daniel Macavoy in intensive care having been

" crushed by hydraulic equipment.

The accident came just three months after
Barnet Council finally got round to approving
the company’s health and safety policy in July.

Virginia Monson, spokesman for HSE, said:
“The Heaith and Safety Executive in the
South East region has not prosecuted this
company in the past but we have issued an
improvement notice.”

A AL cnmtbvant writh tha covrssaenil aed wqren oo

A post mortem revealed that the
condition of her heart meant the
attack could have happened at any

Supt David Dadd said: “I would
like her to be remembered as a very
sunny and full-of-life sort of person.”

A service will be held tomorrow at
2pm in the parish church of St Jude,
Hampstead Garden Suburb.

News extra

Accidental
death prompts
call for review

A CORONER is to recom-
mend a review of how the
Metropolitan Police use
doctors following the death
of Whetstone man.

Joshua Ward, 20, of
Chandos. Avenue, died in
Barnet General on Febru-
ary 9, three days after he
was arrested on suspicion of
possessing cannabis and
taken to Whetstone police
station.

The jury at an inquest on
Tuesday, found he had
injured his head before he
was taken to the station and
recorded a verdict of acci-
dental death.

But Mr Ward’s father,
John, a detective constable
at Golders Green police
station, said the family were
disappointed with the
verdict.

Joshua, a part-time
supermarket cashier with
Tesco, was held in custody
at the police station where
he was examined three
times before a fourth exam-
ination prompted his
admission to hospital.

Shoppers find it’s only
sometimes on a Sunday

for Brent Cross stores

BRENT CROSS shopping centre

Times Group Newspapers, Thursday, November 3, 1994

What price the eruv?
4,000 a day

BARNET paid more than £23,000 to
the barrister which represented it at
the public inquiry into the eruv, the
Hendon Times has learned.

The legal fees to barrister John Taylor
QC totalled a massive £23,676 —
amounting to some £4,000 for each day
of the inquiry held last year. The bill is
likely to have made the inquiry the most
expensive ever fought by the council. The
time spent by planning chiefs in assessing
the application, together with extensive
public consultation, is thought to have
pushed overall costs close to £100,000.

The setting up of the eruv, meanwhile,
faces further delays. Dr Jeffrey Segall, a
long-standing opponent from Crickle-
wood, has applied to the High Court .

by PAUL FRANCIS |

challenging the Sccretary of State’s deci-
sion, claiming the planning inspector
failed to consider social harmony when
he gave the go-ahead.

Barnet’s legal bill was so large that the
former Conservative administration,
whose decision to rcject the eruv applica-
tion led to the inquiry, was forced to
cushion the blow on its planning budget
with a one-off cash hand out. A council
spokesman confirmed that the budget
committee had agreed the extra alloca-
tion last year. .

“The planning department sets aside a
sum of money for inquiries. With the
eruv, they had to get the extra funding
from the finance commitee,” the spokes-
man said.

The most expensive part of Mr
Taylor’s professional fees was the £10,000
he charged to attend the inquiry. But he
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also charged £6,250 for five so-called ‘re-
fresher’ sessions and £1,500 to advise the
council on the case. before the inquiry
began. With VAT, the bill totalled
£23,676.25.

Councillor Jack Cohen, the current
chairman of Barnet’s town planning com-
mittee and a supporter of the eruv, said:
“The only people who seem to benefit
from these situations are the lawyers.

This is on top of the other costs involved
in this application. It is a warning that
when we look at the planning applica-
tions we have to make decision’s on plan-
ning merits — and those decisions have
to be sensible ones.”

United Synagogue Eruv Committee
spokesman Edward Black said he was
confident the High Court would uphold

spokeswoman said: “Sundav trading is

News extra

Missing woman
found dead

POLICE are appealing for
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Gremlins
foildebt
collection

MORE than £4 million in council
tax owed from last year has yet to
be collected by Haringey Council
because of computer gremlins.

Software used for sending out
bills and keeping tabs on payment
has been dogged by problems, and
compensation is being sought
from the manufacturers.

But Highgate councillor Peter
Forrest, one of two Tories on Har-
ingey, claimed the problem haa
been dragging on for too long and
blamed “ineptitude”.

“The council blames the new
computer system but it has beenin
place for more- than 18 months.
Soon they will have to come up
with a new explanation,” he said. -

Nearly £3 million has been
recovered since the end of Match.

Total income is budgeted at
nearly £56 million and Toby
Harris, leader of Haringey, said
the £4.6 million still outstanding at
the end of September was not a

- cause for concern.

“The latest figures show we are
taking up the shortfall fairly rapid-
ly,” he told the Ham & High.

Fury

at £2m price

for Roundhouse

THE ROUNDHOUSE is up for
sale for about £2 million — more
than twice the price Camden
Council sold it for 18 months ago.
The move has fuelled Tory
claims that the council is letting

the family jewels go on the cheap.

Conservative group leader Judith
Barnes said the asking price for
the grade-Il listed Victorian
former railway shed, in Chalk
Farm Road, proved that
Camden’s  properties  were
““always knowingly undersold”.

She told the Ham & High: “It
confirms all the suspicions that
one had at the time that they had
sold off the family silver pretty
cheap and that we have probably
thrown away an awful lot of
money.”

Property company Palacegate
bought the Roundhouse from
Camden for £900,000 in April last
year, hoping to attract a partner
prepared to invest money in the
building, possibly to turn it into a
centre for the arts or a live music

‘Camden
sold it
on cheap’

venue. But there has been no
satisfactory offer, despite con-
siderable interest.

The property market is
“firmer” so it will be advertised
from tomorrow in property trade
and entertainment magazines.

A top rock venue in the 1960s
and 1970s, when Jimi Hendrix and
the Rolling Stones played there,
the Roundhouse has stood empty
for more than 10 years. Pop star
Prince visited the Roiundhouse
Iast month for the launch of the
new VH1 music television
channel, but noise from other re-

-cent one-off music events has pro-

voked complaints from residents.
Martin Walford, - consultant

surveyor with Palacegate, says the
company could only hope to make
a small profit on the freehold sale
because it has spent £500,000 on
improvements.

“The company was seduced by
the aura of the building, as many
other people have been,” he said.
“It has an amazing feel to it. But,
as a traditional investment com-
pany, we did not realise the pro-
blems involved in trying to get it
up and running.”

Labour councillor Ernest James
said Camden had needed money
and Government restrictions on
borrowing left no alternative but
to sell properties.

“Good estate management prac-,
tice would dictate that when you
need to raise money and you are at
the bottom of a property market,
you would borrow money rather
than selling assets,” he said. “But
the Government refuses to allow
us to do that. Therefore we sold
off public properties at the price
the market would bear.” '

Bid to stop eruv rising
goes down to the wire

A LAST-DITCH High Court bid
to stop the eruv was launched this
week.

- Permission was granted by En-
vironment Secretary John
Gummer:last month, but on Tues-
day, the last day an appeal could
be lodged, resident Dr Jeffrey
Segall initiated legal procedings,
challenging Mr Gummer’s fin-
dings that the eruv would not
seriously harm the appearance
and character of the area it would
enclose.

While Dr Segall, of Childs Hill,
declined to speak to the Ham &
High, it is understood the appeal
has been lodged on the grounds
that Mr Gummer did not take suffi-
cient account of “social harmony™
when making the decision.

Jill Foster, a Iegal adviser to the
objectors, said: **This is cxtremely
brave of Dr Segall. Perhaps the
Government inspector’s decision
was not right given the evidence

presented, and there is a feeling
that certain aspects have been
overlooked.

““This is one of three routes ob-
jectors could have taken, and the
one likely to create the most
publicity. I would imagine it will
be some time before it is settled.”

Edward Black, spokesman for
the United Synagogue’s Eruv
Committee, said;: “We are confi-
dent that the carefully reasoned
decision of the Secrétary of State
for the Environment will be
upheldinthe courts.”

Police chief toattend
group in BNP dispute

CHIEF- Superintendent Linda
Newham, of Kentish Town police,
has warned British National Party

official Michael Newland that
racists have no place on a police
panel.

And, despite previous reports
from her colleagues that ‘‘if
Newland is there we won’t be”,
she has promised to attend the next
meeting of the Kentish Town Cen-
tral Sector Working Group, on
November 17.

If he turns up, Mr Newland is ex-
pected to be drummed out ol‘ the

meeting when members vote in a
new constituﬂonal clause banning
racism,

The Anti-Nazi League, which
discovered that Mr Newland, who
lives in Leighton Road, Kentish
Town, had been attending: the
working. group, is planning to
picket the moeting.

In a terse Igtter to Mr Newland,
Ms Newham sgld anyone who sup-
ported raclim would hinder the
group’s progtess. ““This would not
be nccep!.‘!bie to the Metropolitan
Police.”
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Exposed:
raw deal

forced on
children
incare

Polly Newton

CHILDREN in the care of
Camden Counsil are paying
the price for poor manage-
ment and inadequate services,
according to a Highly critical
report.

The District Auditor’s report,
which runs to more thaf 80 pages,
reveals the rot in the service, a
leading councillorsii

The report says the service
needs a huge shaké=up, alleging a
widespread lack of plaifling by
staff and a failure to meet young
people’s health and Educational
needs.

-1t also attacks thé touncil's
facilities for disubled children as
‘“‘under-developed™ afid  warns
that there is no strategy to widen
the range of scivices for the
undcr-eights.

It says a nuisber of children
have been sent t@ isappropriate
placcments because oj

madcquale ci1¢ planning an
controls™, highlights thé fack of
specialist workéfs to cater for
those leaving homés, and says
there are no guldelives to help
staff assess individual casés.

The report was dfswii up bet-
ween January niid March this yeit
when the council ¥as still suffer-
ing the scvere after-effects of a
year-long striks by socia! Wetkers,
whichended in Jtitie 1992.

Judith Barties, leages of the
Conservatives & Camden Counl:
cil and a member &f {T:¢ social ser-
vices commiitteg, saig ﬂ‘»a District

Auditor’s criticisms could not be
blamed entirely on the strike.

They were partly due to a lack
of investment in children’s ser-
vices, she said. “It’s obvious the
rot has gone very deep.”

Harriet Garland, chairwoman
of the council’s social services com-
mittee, said services for children
in care had improved since the
strike, due partly to an increase in
foster carers.

She said: “We are in no way
complacent. We see it as a priority
and that is why we are putting
more money into the budget.”

The District Auditor’s report,
due to be discussed by the social
services commiitee last night, ac-
knowledges the changes made
since the end of the strike and
praises the commitment of staff in
helping to make those changes
happen. But it says there are still
areas that require attention.

The role of foster parents in
educating children should be
given much more attention and
the health nceds of many young
people in care are not being met,
the reportsays.

Simon White, Camden’s direc-
tor of social services, said: *“This is
a useful report which accurately
sets out where we and other coun-
cils are at and what we need to
do.” The council was already ac-
ting on the concerns raised by the
District Auditor, he said.

Similar reviews of children’s ser-
Y;ccs are being carried out at the
royal Free Hospital in Hamp-
stead, Camden and Islington Com-
munity Health Services and

Camden and Islington Health Au-
thority.

Clampd@

mally retiring and reclusive writer
Alan Bennett. Amanda

® Employment Secretary Michael Portlllo
rose above jibes about Tory steaze with the
grace of a man keeping at least one eye on
Number 10, when he visited Alexandra

Palace last Friday.

- The bright young thing of the Right was
offered 10p to ask a question by at least

one teenager at the Jobscene London ex-
hibition and declined a gift of a pen In case
It were construed as abribe.

The Afmy and Navy were among those
with recruitment stalls at the exhibitlon,
while the Royal Alr Force upped the stakes
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and caught Mr Portillo’s attention with a
Jaguar fighter.

‘“‘He took the time to talk to all the exhibi-
tors and show a real interest,” sald a
spokeswoman for TUW Exhibitions, the
organisers of the event, which ended on
Saturday.

Row brews over eruv property plan

Roger Blitz

A JEWiSH newspaper plans to
*“exploit” the eruv in North Lon-

don commercially by promoting it

as an ideal area for orthodox Jews
to buy property.

The move has infuriated eruv
opponents, who say it supports
their belief that the area would
become a magnet for orthodox
Jews and change the cosmopolitan
nature of North London.

The Jewish Chronicle announc-
ed last week that it was launching
a series of property advertising
features called “‘Living Within the
Eruv”, the first of which is due to
appear today.

Its advertisement manager
Alan Rubenstein said: “The eruv

" is now a fact of life. It is going to

happen and we have decided com-
mercially to exploit that.”

Last week, Childs Hill resident
Jeffrey Segall launched a High
Court challenge to Environment
Secretary John Gummer’s deci-
sionin September to allow the net-
work of poles and wires to be
erected around 6.5 square miles of
Golders Green, Hampstead
Garden Suburb and Hendon.

In Jewish law, orthodox Jews
are only allowed to push wheel-
chairs and prams on a Sabbath if
they are within an eruv boundary.
The Jewish Chronicle is to run
features promoting the advan-
tages, for certain Jewish people,
of living within the eruv.

Mr Rubenstein does not expect
people to move out as a result of
the eruv. “To those it affects, fine;
to others, life will carry on as nor-
mal. People tend to overreact.”

Elizabeth Lawrence, chair-
woman of the Barnet Eruv Objec-
tors Group, was surprised by the
paper’s eruv promotion. The
group had warned at the inquiry
that the eruv would lead to moves
to change the area’s demographic
make-up. “We were told we were
being hysterical and anti-Semitic,
but what we suspected is becom-
ing apparent,” she said. “This is
very premature on the Jewish
Chronicle’s part — there is a long
way to go before the eruvis up.”

Barnet councillor and eruv
opponent Frank Davis feared that
people would pay above real pro-
perty values to live in the area.

But estate agents disagree. It
might attract interest from minori-

ty groups and opponents might
move out, said Glentree Estates
chief = executive Trevor

Abrahmsohn. But a perceptible

price change was unlikely.

“The increase in liquidity is -

good for the markets and is good
for stability of prices and does no
harm to the estate ~agents
operating in the area,” he added.
“The only difference it will make

is to regularise house prices.”

Howard Gold, of Winkworth’s
Golders Green office, gaid this
area of North London would.
always attract the orthodox
Jewish community regardless of
whether ithad an eruy.-

“As such a large proportion of
tht area is going to bg covered by
“the eruv, it is not semething to

_ highlight particula#ly.”
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Militant atheists

back legal fight
to stop the eruv

ANTI-RELIGION campaigners
are being petitioned for cash to
help fund the battle to stop the
United Synagogue erecting an eruv
in North-West London.

An anti-eruv legal action
launched last month is set to be sup-

ported by atheists from as far as -

America and Bangladesh after pro-
testers won the support of the
Holborn-based National Secular
Society, described by its president
as “Britain’s most militant atheist
group!,

In the December issue of the
NSS’s magazine The Freethinker,
distributed to 2,000 homes
worldwide, readers are being ask-
ed to “‘give generously’’ to an ap-
psal fund set up to support
Elizabeth and Dr Jeﬂ'rey Segall’s
legal costs in challenging Envir-
bnment Secretary John Gummer’s
support for the eruv.

The Segalls’ legal costs have
féen estimated at £20,000.

Barnet Council had refused per-
mission for the poles and wires that

would mark the eruv, asix-square- *

mile “domain’ around Golders
Grzen in which orthodox Jews
would be able-to relax sabbath
laws. Mr Gummer overturned the
decision in September. ’

The Segalls think Mr Gummer’s
decision can be overturned in the
High Court on the grounds that he
did not consider their refusal to
have their house in Cricklewood
Lane used as an eruv boundary.

“Our declaration, as non-
believers, that we do not give per-
mission for such religious use of
our property, was ignored,”” Mrs
Segall is quoted as saying in The
Freethinker. “A key point in our

(High Court) case is that the
‘hijacking’ of our house for a relig-
ious purpose violates our right to
manifest our secular beliefs.”

She is also quoted as saying
there are proposals for eruvs in
other parts of the country. “Our

court challenge is therefore no.

simply a local Barnet matter, but is
also of national significance.”

- The launch of the appeal, called
the Eruv Challenge Fund, was

welcomed by the 2,500-strong

Barnet Eruv Objectors Group,
which is also considering a legal
challenge.

National Secular Society presi-
dent Barbara Smoker said: ‘“We
are taking the common-sense ap-
proach. People have rights over
their own land, and the Segalls
should have the right not to have
their house used as a religlous
boundary.

““We do not want-to crush
religion. But we think people
should be able to live free of the
trappings of other people’s
superstition.” :

The 128-year-old soclety has

campaigned for legalising abortion
and banning crucifixes in public.

“‘They are symbols of torture,
they upset children,”” Ms Smoker

- said. ‘‘You are not allowed to put

pornography on public display.
Crucifixes should be treated the
same.””

Edward Black, spokesman for
the United Synagogue’s eruv com-
mittee, said: ‘“This news does not
change the substantive issue on
which the appeal was heard. We
are confident that the decision. . .
will be upheld.””

Dr Segall declined to comment.
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Board of Deputies’ Inquiry Desk: 0171-387 4044.

Miyad Jewish Crisis Helpline: 0345-581 999

Jewish Women’s Aid: 0800 591 203

Sue Harris bone marrow campaign: 0800 717 717

Tikvah Disability Helpline: 0181455 9655. Jewish Social Services
volunteer helpline: 0181-458 3282. Ombudsman: 0181-458 9820.
Chai-Lifeline Cancer Support Helpline: 0181-202 4567

Community Chronic

Project delayed by roadworks, not oppéne'nts

Council rejects protest by
anti-eruv campaigners

Ruth Rothenberg

Barnet council has rejected objec-
tions to the eruv put forward by a
couple whose house frontage would
form part of the eruv’s perimeter.

But while Dr Jeffrey Segall and his
wife, Elizabeth, continue their so-far
fruitless anti-eruv campaign, the eruv
itself has been held up by a com-
pletely different stumbling-block —
roadworks.

Dr and Mrs Segall, who live in
. Child’s Hill, at the southern edge of
the proposed eruv, put their ques-
tions to the council’s development
and protection committee at its last
meeting.

Their case rested on the chdange of
use in existing house walls and simi-
lar structuges which will form part of
the eruv boundary. For this, they
argued that the United Synagogue’s
eruv/committee should have sought
plarning permission.

But their request was turned down
by Jack Cohen, committee chairman.

Mr Cohen repeated the conclusion
of. the inspector appointed by -the
Secretary of State for the Environ-

ment at the end of 1993 to give the
final decision on planning permission
for the eruv’s poles and wires:

“The eruv itself does not require
planning permission, as most of it is
not development in terms of the
Town and Country Planning Act
1990.”

In February the Segalls dropped a
planned private appeal to the High
Court. But they have continued their
campaign against Barnet council and
the London Beth Din. :

“We are humanists and hold our
beliefs with strong conviction and
sincerity,” Dr Segall said. “We see
this an ethical battle.”

Among his concerns is the eruv
committee’s payment of £4,000 to the
council for a feasibility study. '

Dr Segall claims that it was unethi-
cal to use the payment simultaneous-
ly as a symbolic rental on behalf of
householders who were given no
choice. ’ :

His right to withhold individual
consent could not be overridden, he
claimed, by the concept of a symbolic
rental, as practised in several Amer-
ican communities.

He was also concerned that, in its
guise as rabbinic rental, the money

was presented to Barnet council as
an unsolicited gift. This could be con-
strued as corruption, he maintained.

The Segalls still await Barnet’s

reply to their supplementary ques-
tion.

Meanwhile, long delays on the
major North Circular Road works in
East Finchley have put off eruv con-
struction until the end of the year.

The eruv committee has respond-
ed to calls from anxious potential

eruv users with a statement confirm-

ing that it is alive and well and
involved in detailed procedural mat-
ters.

These include implementation of
several alterations recommended by
the inspector.

The committee, which has general-
ly sought a low profile since the issue
first became public four years ago,
also set out to allay fears that prog-
ress had been stalled through finan-
cial constraints.

Edward Black, spokesman for the
eruv committee, said that most of the
required funds had now been collect-
ed, following a “low-key campaign in
January, which highlighted the popu-
lar response and widespread support
across the Jewish community.”

Matthew Granger (left) and Rishi Dattani, pupils at the Northwood
preparatory school, work on their class’s Anne Frank exhibition of letters
and poems written to Anne. The idea came from their teacher, Linda Ward,
who took her pupils to the RAF museum in Hendon to see the Anne Frank
exhibition. Ms Ward, who is Jewish, said: “I think it is importan{'te
educate my non-Jewish pupils about the Holocaust” Punoro: PETEd FISHER

Minister resigns in surprise move






