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Jewish zealots: We'll patrol eruv 
J\N EXTREMIST Jewish 
or~anisalion - possibly link­
ed to groups known for taking 
violent action- could be plan­
ning 10 set up a vigilante ~roup 
lo protect the proposed cruv. 
a doc.:umcnt leaked to the I lam 
& I ligh this week has reveal­
ed. 

Minutes of a mccling in 
December of lhc British St.·clion 
of lhc Kahana Defence (iroup 
rckr lo 1hc nrganisa1ion·s deci­
sion to set up a .. low-profile" 
Yigilanh: group to proh:cl !he pro­
ptl'-cd cruv b11u11(lary. 

Alann in Suburb as extremist plan is revealed 
And. the minutes record. "if 

malice would continue. tougher ac 
lion \\·11uld he taken af1crconsulta­
tiun wilh the Jewish Dcfi:11<.T 
League in New York". 

The name of the organisation 
suggests a link with the late Rahhi 
Meir Kahanc, founder of lm.u:rs 
outlawed extremist Kach party. 

The document identifies people 
present at the meeting only by in­
ili.ils. It mentions a di~cussion that 
included ··D. E:· and a member or 
the ··E. committee .. - under• 

stood to refer to the Unilc<l 
Synagogue's cruv committee. 

nut eruv commillcc chairman 
Davit.I Schrcihcr denied any sueh 
connection. "It sounds like .you 
have got a spoof. Neither myself 
nor anyone to my knowledge has 
had such a discussion. nor would ii 
he anything that we would en­
courage. We are not worrict.l 
ahout vandalism.·· 

The cruvcommittcc has applied 
to Barnet to erect posts linked 
with wire to mark the houndary of 

an eruv. or symholically cndosc1! 
arcn. It would take i11 parls of 
1 lampslcad (.ianlcn Suhurh. 
(iolders(lrn·n a11tl I kmlon. 

Religi11us law within the houn• 
darv can he relaxed to allow Or­
tho<lox kws to push whccld1.iirs 
and prams on the Sahhath. 

The document mentions <list:us• 
sion or the legal implications of 
vigilante action. ''A.l-1.D:· is 
recorded as having argued thal 
since the cruv would have council 
approval. anyone attempting lo 

Eruv 
patrols 
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lfcnt.lon South MP John Mar­
shall said he was not convinced the 
d11cumenl was :u:curalc. "I can·t 
hdieve I hat the in<lividuals in sup­
port of the cruv arc supporlivc of 
Kah.ine. whose pl1licics were such 
thal he was banned from stan<ling 
ns a candi<lale in Israel's election 
hy the Supreme Court in hracl. ,. 

Michncl Whine, n spokesman 
for the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews. tul<l the.· I lam ,I:./. 
I ligh: ''My initial re.iction is to say 
it might he a hoax. Attcmpls were 
made to establish a Jewish 
Defence League here 1wo ycms 
ago hut 1hey foundered clue to 
lnck of interest.·· 

Sergeant Bernard Forhcs of 
l.ioltlcrs Green police sai<l the 
documcnl h.i<l hecn pass1.:d 10 

Special Branch. "They think ii is a 
hoax. We ;-arc not going 1<1 permit 
vi!!ilnntt..·s. We never have an<l we.· 
nncr wil1.·· he said. 
• The date for a decision hy 
Barnet on the ernv ar,plication has 
hcen postponed until F<..·bruary 24 
because the Department or 
Transport has nol approvetl I he 
crccti(111 of poles and wires on 
roads it controls. 

J\spccls of the application pass­
ed to the DTp rdalc to the North 
Circular, the A I, I lcndon Wav 
;rnd 1-'inchlcy Road. Child"s l-lill. • 

A Jewish couple from Child's 
I (ill. who dt1 not w:ml lo he nam· 
ed. say they will lwvc to move if 
Uarnct gives permission for the 
cruv. 

In a letter lo B:1rnel lhc <:11uplc 
said thnt. ,is humanists, 1he fo'-'t 
that snmc of the poles would be 
vi~ihlc from their windnws would 
he.· ··psychologically inlolcrahle .. 

damage the "poles or strinj!s .. 
would be acting againsl the law -­
making the viJdlanlcs "upholder~ 
nf the law" 

J"hc 111ceti11g, hckl at 
tht· house of "A.U.o:·. decided 
to form a low-profile vigila111c 
group. irrespective of 1hc opinion 
or the cruv co111mit1ce. 

The document. which contains 
grammatical and spelling errors. 
says loughcr at:lion would he 
taken if malice continued. after 
consulting "J.D.t. in HQ/NY •• 

J. D.L. appears to he the .h.:wbh 
Defence l.c:,guc. which is linhd 
lo K;1ch. the extrcmc-rir,ht lsradi 
pany let! hy Rahhi ~kir Kahanc 
until his assassi11ati11n 1w11 "·•11" 
agn. Israel outlaw1.:d K;1cl! he­
c111"c of its radst polidt·, af_ai11.,1 
Arahs and l'akstinians. 

Chris Kcllcnmrn. ma11agcr of 
the llampslcad Garden Suh111h 
Trust. said the <locurncnt showed 
how divisive the cru\' hat I h1:ro111t:. 

.. This is what the lrusl -.aid rii:ht 
;:it the very hcginning. l'riv:ile 
vitil.11111; groups ra1rolli11!! n1ul<l 
he cxlrcml'ly pro\·ocalivl'. •• 
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