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Tempers fray as 
dayoferuv 
reckoning nears 
THE CONTROVERSIAL issue of whether 
85 poles can be erected in Barnet streets to 
form an eruv for the orthodox Jewish com­
~unity will finally be decided on Wednesday 
mght - after 11th hour accusations and 
counter-claims. 

The council's planning and research com­
mit~ee will consider the proposal by the 
Umted Synagogue eruv committee to put up 
poles and span them with wire to mark part 
of the boundary of an eruv, or symbolically 
enclosed area. Planning officers have recom­
mended that the application should be ap­
proved. 

Within the eruv, which would cover Hamp­
stead Garden Suburb, Golders Green, Hen­
don and parts of Child's Hill, Jewish Jaw 
would be relaxed to permit Orthodox Jews to 
carry keys and push prams and wheelchairs 
on the Sabbath. 

Opponents of the p~oposal have been col­
lecting si_gnatures lo a petition objecting 10 
the erechon of the poles and wire, and claim 
that by the time the commiuee meets they 
will have collected more than I ,SOO names. 

They have also called into question the el­
igibility of some of the 3,400 names on. the 
petition circulated by the eruv committee. 
The committe11 has reacted angrily to this 
s~ying that it had carefully checked the peti~ 
t1on, as h~d Barnet Council officers, who had 
accepted us accuracy. · 

The eruv supporters have also accused 
so.me of t~eir opponents of conducting a last- . 
!Ilmute dirty tncks campaign, allegedly tell-

proposed. 'Ibis allegation has also been angri• 
lydenied. 

If the proposal is approved on Wednesday 
• the application may have to go back before 
the publi~ works committee because propos­
e~ locatmns of poles have been changed 
since the plan was first considered. lbat deci­
sion would be up 10 public works committee 
chairman Don Goodman and officers in the 
engineering department. ·•we never vote on 
party lines on planning - every member 
r~presents his own ward. It is an ·understan­
ding that people consider planning ·matters 
on ~heir plannin.g merits," said committee 
chairman John T1plady. 

• The United Synagogue eruv committee 
h~s arranged a public meeting on Monday 
n!gh~ "as a c~nstructive opportunity to pro­
vide mformauon and explanation" about the 
proposed eruv. 

The meeting, at 7pm, is at the Guiders 
Green_ United Synagogue in Dunstan Road. 

It will take the form of a panel discussion 
the pan~I to include the synagogue·s Rabbi 
Ivan Bmstock, eruv committee chairman 
David Schreiber. solicitor Edward Black and 
committee member Syma Weinberg. 

"There is a great deal of evidence of a lack 
of understanding and information about our 
proposal," Mr Schreiber told the Ham & 
High this week. 

"W~ _are very surprised that there is such 
opposlllon fro~ people who appear not to 
understand the 1ss11es anrl who rln nnt i,~.,,.. 
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UnderstCulding is key to eruv 
I BA VE a.a ar.ldllr m,-lr why It II diat Babyloolau Tahnd Is oa ops. aa:aa 

• the J)lullint applirllka -ror ID~. a (Shems2013,BandC). 
stnK:ml'e wtddJ ii~ far Im iDfm. The Yolame editor of Erubin (ennl) 
sive tblD, say, the o.....,_ lclegnpb writes lo the IDlrodllcdaa that greater 
polel ·and wins M■li■I to Brtt&b medomolmo1mmi&adleSabblld11my 
Telecom, or the C~ liptl and dee- be ac:iuffed by one or otber pn:aibed 
oradoal U'8mld the lloroap. lboald air rituals,ohrbk:btheprilldpalrormilterm-
up•mlldlreelfoir. ederabCeruv),andcoa1iollel: 

As ID Cll1bodQS Jew who woul llod ID "The erub c:omiAI of a aped8al qmati-
el'IIY • asdW racwty, all the irntiomi op- ty or roodltofra depmmd In a specffled 
pomioa-, ioitlally bloody-minded. It place. and CODlribmd by or oa behalf al 
Is tempaqtoreel (amuy Mmlbm-woald - the people--. Different abodel or 
reel about DOI beiDI allowed • penmumt • domaim are- by this meaa ftgarded u 
site ror • ..-iue) 11w the ~llllity does am■lpm■red, •PDri■trd ..-rmat lntoooe. 
not ■cupt m a a pemmmnt reUpms locert■inci'""'1lhl--.a~or• 
groapingiothllanumy. Thalreelneryre- si~ to rorm • MKt of doorway to ■n 
Jeam,. alleylnl1io-=-ry." • . 

Why do ,ome Chrbdam ■ad Jews of A~acrc,-dlealley(acc:ca)or 
otberpa'llllaicareelsoemodff ■boatop- eotnoce to a shared mutyanl, Ill' a lide­
polingtheenJY'llthillkdw-impon■ot· pell& and• beam, or nro lide pom, con. 
racmr ii tb■t the aaiepc■ beldod ID enJY veru 1h11 area Into a lband ''printe do­
are pudmlar to Ortbodos Jadailm and m■iD" In w.hkb the pam treedom of 
are not and by Pratemnt Chrtlll■oity 1DOY-Silpennitt.ed(Ch■pm I). 
oc Prugae•he Judailm. lodeed, they are Altamdidy, "onecnbaaybepnmd-. 
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tloo between Judailm and Cluisdanity, dom■ial"(bip~16Cllbjawide)ll■ve■ 
and between OrtbodoK and Pkogaealli1e side-poll.or• aoa-beam fh.ed on either 
Jud■am. side. and lflt- (lff'rioally owned by one 
Thesemncepa■re: . lndlrida■I (Chapter 5). So the Uoit.ed 

• The ■mobde ■utbority of the letter or Synqogaeeru.10-u1itc ..... ~ib 
theL■wofM-■-adl'finernet■Cloa. lmqin■Uan in~, lmlad. rorwirel 
e The ~ of a rra-t or suspended bennm poia lo a part only of 
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R~ Jen who ■a:ept Chese coo- Theprescribedritu■lforthe''pubUcdo-
cepl■ will undencaad the all ror ID enff. maim" Is only applkable to■ town without 
For otben, who do oot betieYe Che first ftve • a wall round It (Ch■pterS), so theerunom­
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plied throap the in~ or ■ dlff'ereody, by SllJlf>OIDII diat Bund ii a 
re!lgfom authority, the enJY m111t seem w■Jledtown,rorwbic:bpani■l"lmapwy 
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own belief-nyaaem, and Just the sort or TheenJYcommnteeshollldwithdrawits 
thing their rellpom fOllllders were spail• appliatioa and iollead eslabllab -, non­
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This reeling, OD both skw, or reja:doa and wires Oil hlghwaya or other public 
npl■im,_pailapl, why 90 modi emodon hmd,forallwhowualdw■nttoaetbll. 
baa been lldrred ap OYer a rew 1■mppo11■ DR .JEFFREY SEGALL, 
coooedrd at Cbetop by a tbiolmJII. 308 Crlcklewood Lane. NW2. 

I think tb■t ltll poaible, witb IIDdenlaD- :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::m:=i-~»"-;-;~§m::~~M~ 
ding, to resohe lbll moOld. The key qas, . I AM ■ YDIIDI Ortbodos Jewhb mother 

• tlon Is: can n ree1 9eCUJ'e enoup to ■c- hoping sooo co have the beDait of the pro­
koowledge· and ■a:ept the emtmce or pmederov.lwadWIWPDl•bemawrout• 
other .reiipim groapiop, with beHef1 sidemyhouaewitbn•ipbom-willlonlbe 
dlffermt. iDIOIDerespecu, from oar own? same interest lo the oatmme of the c:arrent 

JONATHANSAMUEL, plaooiq application. She ~ 
32Ha!llmereAvmue,NW4. agreed that It woul be very nl~ ror 

:········ww::r::::::.:::::.:::::::-.::::':".":":":":":Y;".:;:::.:; me 1111d that it would therefore be no­
ANYONE may obt■lo a day.,_ to the oagbboorty Co oppme It. pardml■rty since 
Brftbh Llbran In Che Brfti,ih M1Lwam. it would not inconvmimce her in lhe 

Whilst we were dlli • g the m■Ua', 
mJoeipbawwa&pp1mmmby ■-ils 
rtsidm cm:. • ..alq appan·for an ~ 
enJYc:■mpeip Mymtglgb-rrefaal llicr 
support and - waeaed by; '·'Yoa 

·JUille that-If JOII doa't lip ym'II ave 
'than' moringlo natto yOlll'' 

This ii what the anti-enY ll'lutemcs • 
allaboat. 

FIONARABINO~ 
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MRSIMON'S ldter(Febnuy 12) c:ritk:11-
lng mine (Febnuy 5) i. mWr:■dlng The 
erecdoa of ID enJY, a paa■a9t mw:­
ture,c:anb■rdfybeco.■pmtd widltbeNoC­
tilJ8Hlllc■nthal.Norarethmta•~ 
I'd to the •ppUc:eCirw lnterelml ID 
• 'Total:ftariaa •a ' . . . '' 
Wlmcaacawailpcedldytbe,oi■il 

th■t the :e l'J ii a.allk.W· and 
· ~ ad (cw a small aitlaritylll 

seek to UDpalildr will CID the rat of• ii 
• dmi■lof llSfrecdom. • 

ELIZABETH LAWRENCE, 
lr17Wenhrlll1hllom. NWII. 
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THE MAIN problea with !be propcad 
enl'l ls dw it lacb tbe ~ del••ery 

·uleiy feat■rea. WbfJe the~ ■nd' ■-d­
enl'lf■ctiomarg■eaboa&lriria, tbe~ 
that reallym■uerare befnlignand. 

For ex■mpe. the ~ poia are IIOl 
eventobeeqaipped wtthl.iptmagaad-. 
ton - PD omillloa wbkll coaid be 
dJs■mom. S11pp111e an erwv-poie -
suddenly y■poriled by llghtnlow durq a 
f're&k Sabbada aonn. This woakl com­
prombe Che Integrity of the enJY perimeter 
and.ln· ■nlmt■at. theermtmlfwoald 
c:eaetoaist. 

When au ordinary telegrapla pole • 
struck by Ugbmlq all tb■t ·bappml. ii 
people'• p~ - cut oft'; ■D enH' strike 
cowdmt oft'thelr path to alndoa. ltmay 
be ac:h■nce lo a millloa, but it• smdy DOC 
ooewonbtaldq. 

It II a UUIHmowa fad that the aid 
dilldreo'■ 111111 Ring a Ring o• R1aa ii 
aboat■nenJYdl■llwalllrw:kbyffgflte4ag 

Childnn Unk .__ In erwv.form■dla tit 
sing ■bout. pockd ruJJ of polia-wlDc:lt 
were beiDI carried on the SabbatL The 
"atiuoo'' .epceama • divine meae (le 
tbllllder), ■nd We are ■11 too wnil.l■r witla 
theappaillJlwawqwww. 

Llghaiiug-proof erun are. or COllrll!. 
nothing new. The okleltooe In Engl■nd. of 
mepllthlc CIOOlb'IICdon, ii lltlll IWJd.mg oa 
Sallabnry Plalnafter4,000yean. 

BRIAN SIMPSON. 




