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Eruv: It'sa yes

from Gummer

ORTHODOX Jews in North Lon-
don this week celebrated Envir-
onment Secretary John Gumm-
er’s decision to approve the eruv,
but they face a concerted effort

But Barnet’s planning com-
mittee’ chairman -Jack Cohen,
himseif an eruv supporter, warned
the committee not to rush things.
“There is some mlsunderstandmg
of the eruv committee’s motives

and these have to be tackled.”

The proposal for the eruv has
provoked huge controversy in Nor:
th London since it was suggested
more than two years ago.

Some Jews believe the eruv
would divide a multicultural com-
munity — they were accused by
some Orthodox Jews who want
the eruv of being anti-semitic.

But after examining the report

" .

of his planning inspector David
Bushby, who held an inquiry last
November into Barnet Council’s

rejection of the eruv, Mr Gummer
agreed that the ‘‘social harmony”’

normal planning apphcauon," she
said. . )

She said legal advice would be
sought and Barnet's view solicit-
ed, but it was too early to_say
whether the group would seek a
judicial review. “I would feel in-
clined to do what we can, The eruv
isaverydangerousidea.”

Some opponents insisted that
they would fight on. Jeffrey Seg-
all, who can expéct a pole to be
erected outside his home in
Child’s Hill, claimed it would lead
to “social disintegration”, adding:
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the full.
“We do appreciate that the idea

of a community eruv gave rise to.
"anxiety among some people. We

trust that ail parties will now put
their differences behind them,

and move forward in an at-’

mosphere of mutual respect”

“We are confident that once es-
tablished, the emv, like those in
the United States, Canada,
Australia, -Belgiom " and
elsewhere, will be appreciated by
people who need it and not notic-
ed by those who don t
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