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COrporation" of London:
Eruv is threat to Heath

H e & H{Gw
GETTING THE WIRES UNCROSSED

Amamda Glibralth

THE Corporation of London is
taking stcps towards secking an
injunction 10 stop plags to esub-
lish an eruv encompassing

Hampsread Garden Suburb nnd i

Gaidars Green.

The drastic move is being
taken over fears that one of the
siwes for the poles enclosing the
efuy would damage trees on
Hampstead Heath, which the
Corpetation of Londom has a duty
to protect 35 maaagers of e
open spare.

The controversial proposals for
@ Six-and-a-fialf-square mile eruv
were approved at 3 heated meete
ing of Barnet's development and
protection  commitlee  last
Wednesday.

It invelves potiing up 87 poles
at 39 different sites from which
will be strung 1,100 yards of fizh-
igg line toccreats 3 gpecial anea
in which obsezvant Jewish fami-
Tics can carry out certain actions
en the Sabbath in Jewish law,

But the proposed eruv has
courted controversy and frerce
. opposition since the idea was first
- mooted in 1987.

One of the sites for the pabes is
on Wildwood Road bordering
Hampstead Heath, which has
aroused decp Concern anony

In a letter wrilten to Batnet
Councit just days before the cru-

cial planning mecting, Paul Can-
neaux. Superintendent of Hamp-
stead Heath, wamned: “The corpo-

ration has strong regson fo
believe that the poles and wires
on Wildwood Road would seri-
ously harm nearby lrees on
Hampstead Heath,

“f think it perfectly possibls

\jt‘f

that |f the present eruy pmpmals
were i réceive plafining conseot
from your council I would have
to advise the Hampstead Heath
Managemear Committee that
injunction procesdings should be
commenced to prevent those pro-
posals being implemented,”

He added: *I very much regret
that we should be faced with the
possibility of Jegal action. Haw-
ever, | must emphasise that the
Corposation of London is degply

concerned abour damage to the
Heath environment, and :u
sivannly cupanted by the sonse
vation and enviranmental bodxes
assaciated with us.”

A spokedwoman for the corpos
ration confirmed: ™A report will
have to go to the management
committee on July 27 and then
the committea, with advice from
our legal department, will have to
make 3 decrsion afier discussing
it fully,

“It may also bave 10 goto the
Hampsiead Heath Consultarive
Committee™

Responding 1o the threat,
Edward Black, spokesman for the
United Synagogue Efgv Comnmit-
tee, who apphed tos the eruv,
said: “The poles that the corporg.
1ion are complaining about were
approved by the pianning inspes-
tor during a publie inquiry into
the eruv proposals in 1993 so I du
not understand what the ¢orpora-
tion ave upset abowt and clearly

* we need to talk to them,

“We are sepsitive to the fact
thete is opposition. We want to
addrexs a2 many concems a8 we
can and if the corporation has
something bothertng them we
will contact them. and, as far as
possible. we will do what we can
in the context of establishing the
ey
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