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Corporatlon of London: 
Eruv is threat to. Heath 

Hf-rM ~ H( ~ :f ...;,y,;' 2 '-
Amanda GJibraltb 

THE CorpQr.lltioo of London is 
taking sn;ps tOWilicfs SCC:lliog ill1 
injunctioo to stop plans to elllab-­
lish an eruv encompassing 
Hamps1ead Ganten Suburb :ind • 
Goidi:rs Gn:c:n. 

The drastic move L,; being 
taken over fears !hat one of !he 
siTCs•for lbe poles enclosing 1hr 
eruv would damage ttee:s QR 

Hampstead He:sth, which the 
Corpo,anoo qf l.oadcm has II daty 
to protect Ii$ mana.gc:rs of me 
open space.. 

lb!!: controversial~ for 
a s~-and-a•lialf-sqmw mile ~ 
were 11ppro'\'cd at II healed mcei­
ing of Batnet's development and 
protection committee last 
Wednesday. 

It involves }Hitting up 87 poles 
at 39 diffm:m sites f:nm1 which 
will be smJQg 1.,100 yards of wh­
iag line kl:.GJ"eate a 1,1pecia! =ea 
in whkb. o~t Jewish fami­
lies can ~ out oenaid actiQOs 
an the Sabbath io Jewish bw. 

But the: proposed erliv bas 
courted conttovcny and fierce 
<>ppositicn since the idea was first 
moot1:d in l987. 

"'ic of~ sites for the po~ is 
on Wildwood Road bordering 
Hampstead ticath, which h~$ 
arousc:d deep concern amoiig 

loeaI c:omcrvQtioDislll mid the cct-
J!O!a!ion_ • 

In a lc:ner wtiltcn 10 BameL 
Coum:11 jllst days before !hf: cru­
cial plaruiide ffl01:1Uig. P~ul Can­
!lf;8UX. Supcrinteodelll of Hrunp­
stead Heath, warned: -The corpo­
ration has strong reason lo 
believe that the pole!! and wi~• 
on Wildwood Road would seri­
ously harm nearby tnies on 
1-!ampstead Hcalll, 

"[ think it perfe~tly po,,,;ib!11 

---- ----. ---··----

that if the present eruv pn>pl)-'jllls 
Weii to nlc<=iv~ planning CQOMlt 

from Your council l wo11ld b&.'ltc 
to advi~c the Hampstead Hea~ 
Manasement Committee that 
injwction proceedings should be 
cO!IU11eJ1~cdmp~vent~~Pl'O:" 
posals being implemented." 

~e added: "I"~ ll!~h ~gn:i 
that we ~houki be: faced with ~ 
pos~ibility of l~iicl actiOI\. How­
ever, I must emphasise that the 
Corpo!'ll!ion of l..t;lndon rs ~ply 

concemcd about d.unag,:: to the 
Heath environment, and i!i 
st!'O!!g!y S'Jppot<..ec:I by a,,e COllScr­
vatian and environmental bodies 
~tedwilh~." 

A spokc..womiW for me corpo• 
ration confumcd: ''A 'tllport will 
have to go to the mam,;gc:menL 
,;:omminec on .July 27 and then 
the a;1mmittee. with itdv~ frcm 
our tegal departmCRt. will have 10 
make a 46cis:i011 after discussing 
it l\llly. 

"It nUy 11-h!o bave, to g~ to the 
"ampstead Heath Cans111tarive 
Committee.fl 

Resp,;mding ta the tbrc::it, 
Edward Black. spokesman for !h.: 
United Synaioguc !:tuv Commlt-
1c:c:, wllo applied tot the eru:v, 
s~d: ''lbe poles thanru, corpora• 
tion are complatning aboui were 
appro . ..-ed by ~ plonlling insp,:c­
tor during a. public inquin.,-into 
the enn- proposals in 1993 so I do 
nor imdcrstand what the .corpora­
tion a,-i; upset about and dearly 

• we need to lalk lO tllem., 
··we are .sensiti\'e Lo the fact 

ibere is opposition. Wti wane to 
address as. many amrerm as we 
cun and if 111.e corporario.n has 
sometlling bothering them wi: 
will ~ontact ~. aad, as far as 
possibltl. we will do what we: can 
in the conti:,;t of el.tab!lslting 1he 
eruv.!-f_ 
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