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£50,000 needed for construction and start-up costs

North-West London eruv
operational ‘within a year’

By S1MON ROCKER

Britain’s first eruv, approved last
week by Environment Secretary John
Gummer, should be operational
within a year, according to its pro-
moters. -

But it will be some months before
the installation of the first of the
poles marking the boundaries of the
six-and-a-half-square-mile zone cov-
ering Hendon, Golders Green and
parts of Finchley and Hampstead.

“There are a number of bureau-
cratic hoops, that still have to be
jumped through,” commented Uni-
ted Synagogue eruv committee
spokesman Edward Black:

Most of the eruv will be marked by
existing railway lines and highways.
But there are 37 locations where the
boundaries will have to be delineated
by sets of poles linked by thin wire in
order to comply with the strict
requirements of rabbinic law.

In fact, only 85 poles will be need-
ed overall, so most of the designated
spots will require merely one pair of
linked poles ranging from 16 to 20
feet high.

The eruv committee has already
purchased the fishing line that will be
used to wire the poles — for the
princely outlay of £12.95.

Several technical details remain to
be sorted out with Barnet council,

but should pose no problem — for
example, what shade of green, brown
or grey to paint the poles. Formal
consent from the Department of
Transport will also be required for
poles erected on public highways.

The committee will also have to
raise £50,000 to fund the construc-
tion and start-up costs, and
launch a public information
campaign ‘to -explain exactly"
what people will be allowed
to carry on Shabbat within
the eruv.

According to Mr Black:
“We’ll be producing educa-
tional material for schools,
shuls and communal groups.”

One suggestion for fund-
ing maintenance of the eruv
is a premium-rate hotline
which people would be to
able to call before the onset
of Shabbat to check that the
eruv is intact.

Responsibility for the reli-
gious supervision of the eruv
will lie with the senior dayan
of the London Beth Din,
Dayan Chanoch Ehrentreu.

It remains to be seen
whether local rabbis from the
Orthodox Union of Hebrew
Congregations who have

strenuously opposed the cre-  Blink and you’ll miss it: the arrow marks an eruv pole held up by a workman in Cricklewood Lane during an on-site visit by inspector

and allow their congregants to use it.

A OUHC source said that no deci-
sion would be taken until after this
week’s festivals.

Mr Black stressed: “We hope every-
one will put their differences behind
them and move forward in an atmo-
sphere of respect and co-operation.”

ation of an eruv, will relent David Bushby as part of last year’s public inquiry. Top, a map illustrating the boundaries of the North-West London eruv

Women and children first among the beneficiaries

By SIMON ROCKER

Mothers, young children, the dis-
abled and the elderly will benefit
most from the eruv.

Under the religious authority of
the London Beth Din, the eruv is
designed to permit Orthodox Jews to
carry items on Shabbat which

enhance the celebration of the day.

It will thus become permissible to.

push people in wheelchairs or babies
in buggies and prams. Parents will be
able to carry around what they need
for baby care — nappies and food.
The elderly will be able to take walk-
ing sticks or carry such items as med-
ication or reading glasses.

It will also presumably be possible
to take grapes to a sick relative or a
bottle of wine to friends when visiting
for Shabbat lunch.

But many things will remain off
the portable list for the eruv area,
notably umbrellas, which cannot be
used since it is not permitted to open
and shut them on Shabbat and

Yomtov. Nor would it be permissible
for observant Jews to take a football
to the park.

This is not because the action
would technically violate the laws
against carrying, but because ball
games would still be prohibited as
incompatible with the spirit of the
Sabbath.
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HEBREW READING WORKSHOP

Cost:  £35.00

PROGRAMME
OCTOBER-
DECEMBER 1994

GRAND OPENING OF THE KODESH RESOURCE CENTRE

An opportunity for professionals and parents to view our exciting Kodesh resources.
Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4
Date:  Wednesday, 5th October, 7.30-10.00 p.m.

_2 BINOH TRAINING
:h |

A workshop for Kodesh teachers centred around the teaching of Hebrew reading.
Date:  Sunday, 30th October, 10.00 a.m.-3.00 p.m.
Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4

INSTRUMENTAL ENRICHMENT TRAINING SKILLS PROGRAMME

Prof. Reuven Feuerstein’s dynamic thinking skills training programme for teachers.
Dates: 10 sessions from 30th October—19th December

Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4

THE UNDERACHIEVING BRIGHT PUPIL
A two-session course for primary school teachers to help work with the underachiever.
Dates: Tuesdays, 1st & 8th November, 8.00-10.00 p.m.
\(/:enue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4
ost:  £12.00

READING AT HOME - HOW YOU CAN HELP
A two-session course for parents of children with special educational needs who wish to
help them with reading at home in both English and Hebrew.
Dates: = Wednesdays, 9th & 16th November, 8.00-10.00 p.m.
Venue: Binoh Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4
Cost:  £12.00
DYSPRAXIA - WHAT IS IT?
A two-session workshop for teachers and professionals to discuss the definitions and
identification of dyspraxia and its implications for classroom practice.
Dates:  Tuesdays, 15th & 22nd November, 8.00-10.00 p.m.
Xenue: Sirz)o(;loCentre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4
ost: 3

INSTRUMENTAL ENRICHMENT — AN INTRODUCTION

A course to introduce head teachers and heads of Limmudei Kodesh to Prof. Feuerstein’s
Instrumental Enrichment programme.

Date:  Monday, 21st November, 8.00-10.00 p.m.

Venue: Bearsted Centre, 85 Lordship Road, London N16

Cost:  £6.00

HOW TO TEACH EFFECTIVE STUDY SKILLS TO YOUR PUPILS
Akgnro-session course for secondary school teachers to discuss teaching effective learning
skills.
Dates: Wednesdays, 23rd November & 7th December
Xenue: £Bir210(;\0Centre, Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4
ost: A

For further information and application forms, please contact the Binoh Centre
Norwood House, Harmony Way, off Victoria Road, NW4 2BZ. Tel: 081-203 3030

apar ot NORWESD CHILD CARE

Objectors ponder action

By RUTH ROTHENBERG

Eruv objectors were this week con-
sidering their next step, following the
government’s go-ahead.

“We are taking legal advice,” said
Elizabeth Lawrence, co-ordinator of
the 2,000-strong Barnet eruv objec-
tors’ group. “There are many proce-
dures to go through and it will not all
be all plain sailing.”

The decision has also caused the
resignation from a founder member
of the Finchley Council of Christians
and Jews, Norman Burgess.

Mr Burgess, a Methodist, said that
while he was not against the concept
of an eruv, he objected strongly to
the form of its implementation.

“The erection of street furniture

for private purposes will set a dan-
gerous precedent,” he told the JC.

In contrast, other communities
with eruv plans reacted with delight.

In Manchester, consultations have
been taking place under the direction
of Dayan Osher Westheim.

“With community consensus, maxi-
mum use of natural features, discreet
use of posts or poles, and education
on what exactly is involved, we hope

to have an eruv within a year,” said a

Manchester Beth Din spokesman.

Outer London suburbs, such as
Ilford in the east and Cockfosters in
the north, are actively considering
establishing an eruv.

Both Edgware and Elstree support
the idea of a local eruv in principle,
with certain halachic reservations.

What the papers said...

By JEREMY LESTER

Those looking to the national press
for the real story about what an eruv
actually is could well have got the
wrong end of the pole.

In a hard-hitting Daily Mail opin-
ion piece, Jewish MP Gerald Kauf-
man opposed the eruv under the
headline: “The danger of creating
your own ghettoes.” However, its
introduction described the eruv as an
area “fenced off from the surround-
ing streets” for religious reasons.

The Guardian headline, “Gummer
allows first Jewish eruv,” seemed to
suggest the possibility of a non-
Jewish eruv — or more likely, to
explain the provenance of the idea
for a wider reading public.

Indeed, the report did a fairly
accurate job, until its last paragraph,

which said: “No Orthodox Jews were
available for comment yesterday
because of the festival of Yom
Kippur.”

The Daily Telegraph declared:
“First Jewish ‘freedom zone’ wins
approval” — news which must come
as a great relief to all those hitherto
“enslaved” in the Suburb. !

After freedom zones and fences,
maybe the most sensible reaction
came from the Ham and High, which
commented: “The eruv, after all, will
exist almost entirely in the minds of
the people who proposed it, will use
it, and who will pay for the erection
of and maintenance of its few poles
and wires. Everyone else, as Mr
Gummer found, should hardly notice
its few physical manifestations, and
will not in any way be affected by its
theological implications.”




