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In London, a Jewish Ritual Fence Is Becoming a Thorn Bush
By JOHN DARNTON
Special to The New York Times

LONDON, Feb. 21 — The names con-
jure up the leafy preserve and subur-
ban uniformity of northwest London —
Hendon, Golders Green, Hampstead,
Child's Hill, East Finchley.
But the people who live in the neat

rows of brick houses and cottages
tucked behind hedged gardens are het-
erogeneous. They include thousands of
Jews who have blended in discreetly
for generations — until now.
A proposal to establish an eruv, an

area within which Orthodox Jews may
relax their Sabbath restrictions, has
opened deep divisions. The plan relies
largely on symbolic boundaries al
ready in place but because it requires
construction of some poles strung with
wire, it has to go before local planning
authorities. A vote by the 20-member
Barnet Council planning committee is
set for Wednesday.

Division and Anger

The controversy has divided the
Jewish residents, aroused bewilder-
ment and anger among non-Jews and,
some say, raised the ugly specter of
thinly veiled anti-Semitism.
"That is the saddest aspect of it,"

said Rabbi Alan Kimche, of the Ner
Yisrael congregation, who began cam-
paigning for the eruv six years ago.
"On the surface England is a multi-
ethnic society with all kinds of free-
dom. But once we wanted to put up a
demonstrable sign that said, 'Here live
some Orthodox Jews,' it touched a raw
nerve."
Others disagree, vehemently. They

see the eruv as divisive, as if it would
break an unwritten law to keep reli-
gious artifacts in the background for
communal harmony. They are not anti-
Semitic, they assert. They object to
what they view as an attempt by one
group to stake out the whole territory.
"It's a rotten idea," said Lord
McGregor, who resigned as head of a
historic preservation area because of
the dispute. He said Jews "have af-
fronted every other sect by insisting on
imposing a series of poles and wires"
on an area that includes a preservation
district. "We've had for a century in
this country a tradition of religious
tolerance," he said. "It is based on the
proposition that no one sect ever be-
haves in a manner to affront another."
What is going to come next, he asked —
"totem poles?"

Common Elsewhere

Eruvs are common in other coun-
tries, from Australia to the United
States, but this would be the first in
Greater London, which has 215,000
Jews. It would cover a six-square-mile
area with a population of more than
100,000. Although the figures are in

Judaism's special
enclaves are
common in other
countries.

dispute, its supporters say the area has
10,000 Orthodox Jews and perhaps
4,000 other Jews.
Because Orthodox Jews are not per-

mitted to carry anything outside their
homes on the Sabbath, for example, an
eruv provides greater freedom of
movement by extending the notion of a
"home" to an entire neighborhood. If
the eruv is constructed, the most prac-
tical effect would be to make the Sab-
bath easier for young mothers and
fathers, who would be allowed to push
baby carriages.

But the eruv must be within defin-
able boundaries. In this case the exist-
ing boundaries include stretches of the
M-1 highway and train tracks, but else-
where defining the boundaries would
require construction of about 85 poles
from which barely visible fishing wire
would be strung at a height of about 21

feet to form symbolic "gates."
Supporters say it would be scarcely

noticeable among the roughly 50,000
poles and millions of yards of overhead
wire in the area. But opponents say it
would stick out and become a target for
anti-Semitic vandals.

A Grim Reminder

A widely circulated letter from an
elderly Jewish couple whose family
perished at Auschwitz says in part, "If
the posts and wires as proposed are
erected, every time we look out of our
living room or bedroom window or
leave the house, we will be faced with
this reminder of concentration camp
posts and wire."
Barbara Cohen, a 32-year-old speech

therapist, is housebound on Saturdays
with her 16-month-old son, Adam. She
and her husband take turns going to
synagogue, but they do not visit
friends. "I'm blessed with children who
don't start walking until they're close
to two," she said, laughing.
The opposition worried her. "I'm not

saying everyone opposed to it is anti-
Setnitic," she said. "It's just that here
in England, I have the feeling that
et is groups are accepted provided
th blend in — or if they do keep their
ow characteristics, they do so quietly.
Th idea of helping an ethnic group
wi a weird and wonderful custom —
it j st leads to a lot of unease."

he said she was particularly dis-
turbed that many Jews opposed it.
"They feel they're accepted now," she
said, "and I think they're worried that
they're going to be seen again as Jews.
They're afraid that the whole we're-
ever-so-English sense of who they are
will be destroyed."

A Planning Issue

rank Davis, a retired magistrate
an one of five or six Jewish members
of e Barnet planning committee, has
all ady announced that he opposes the
er v as a blight upon the preservation
ar a. He does not see it as a religious
iss e.

r. Davis does not hide his back-
ground. As a boy of 15, he fought anti-

Semitic Black Shirts in the East End of
London. Almost single-handedly he
forced the Finchley Golf Club to end a
ban on Jews in 1963, and for years he
served on the Jewish Defense Commit-
tee of the Board of Deputies, a national
organization of Jews.
"If you're good enough, your religion

doesn't count," he said. The contro-
versy over the eruv may have "fanned
the flames" of anti-Semitism but it was
"not overt" he insisted, although he
had received some anonymous tele-
phone insults — "bloody Jew boy, that
sort of thing."
Roy Shutz, who is leader of the Bar-

net Council and a member of the North

Western Reform Synagogue, also op-
poses the eruv, on planning grounds but
also as a matter of majority rule.
"Most of the letters I've received are
from people who are against it," he
said. "The opposition is significantly
Jewish."
He acknowledged receiving a few

anonymous letters along the lines,
"Why are all you Jewish councilors
voting for this?"
The Rev. John Wainwright, vicar of

All Saints Church on Church Walk, is
helping to collect petitions against the
eruv to counter a petition with 3,450
names in favor of it. He stared out the
window at his garden as he phrased his.

thoughts carefully: "What worries me
is not that Jews live here but that it
becomes a Jewish area. I'm all for
people being different — Jews being
Jews — but there is another side. The
community has to live together."
The petition he is circulating warned

that the eruv could turn the area into.
an Orthodox Jewish "domain."
"The thing I worry about is this

brings out the anti-Semitism in peo-
ple," he continued. "I think it's in ev-
eryone. You rub a liberal and you find
it's underneath. Once you put up marks
and boundaries, it's going to do no good.
It's going to backfire on the Jewish
community."

One person working closely with Mr.
Wainwright is Ruth Elliot, whose fam-
ily fled here from Nazi Europe. She
collected 500 signatures.
"I call it, knit your own ghetto," she

said scathingly as she walked down
Lyndale Avenue and gestured with a
cane toward a house. "That's what
started the opposition right there, the
Siegals. Look, one of those posts would
go right next to their house. Fence
them in. Increase the risk of burglary.
And look at that across the street.
That's a Church of England school
playground. They actually want to put
a pole right next to that. The whole idea
is beneath contempt.
"In America, people live in cohesive

groups. You don't get that in this coun-
try, and that's what's wonderful about
it. People mix — socially, culturally, in

all sorts of ways.
"My God!" she exclaimed, summon-,,

ing a vision of Orthodox neighborhoods
in Brooklyn. "What do they want here?
A Williamsburg?"

In part, the dispute among Jews
comes from a generational divide.
Younger ones, such as Rabbi Kimche,
want to assert their Jewishness. Older
ones want to minimize it.
The rabbi, a bear of a man, sipped

coffee in his book-lined study as he
mulled over the differences.
"I'm 41," he said. "I was born post-

war. We didn't experience the Holo-
caust directly. These older people, they
have an attitude of: be yourself, be
Jewish but don't make a high profile of
it. Why should we hide ourselves? Why
shouldn't more Jews move in? We're
good for the neighborhood!"
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