
21 JANUARY 109.1 • WEEKLY £2.00 • VOL 138 No 2 • PAGES 29-52

Still "the best
thing on the road"

Since 1953 thousands of
practitioners, many courts,

and the police have found
Wilkinson's Road Traffic
Offences to be a valuable source
of expert commentary, guidance,
coverage and practical reference
to road traffic law.

If you value your road traffic law
work as much as they do, why not find
out how you too can benefit from all
that the new 16th edition has to offer.

Al changes in law and
practice

The new 16th edition includes many
expanded and completely rewritten
chapters and sections to bring you right
up-to-date with all legal developments
up to the first half of 1993, including:
• Road Traffic Act 1991
• Criminal Justice Act 1991
(as amended in 1993)
• All latest cases on aspects of

drink/driving
• Definitive exposition of fixed

penalties

And whatever changes there may be
following publication, Wilkinson will
keep you fully informed with a set of
supplements.

Accepted in court
When in court, are you sure you

have the most up-to-date and
authoritative information at your
fingertips? Take a copy of the new
16th edition of Wilkinson with
you and you certainly will.Why?

Because the clarity, conciseness and
sheer breadth of coverage make
Wilkinson the undoubted authority on
road traffic law.

Plus, a handy carrying case for use
in court is provided free — giving you
all-round excellent value  which you
won't find in other, less practical, less
authoritative or less established works
on road traffic law.

No matter what way you look at it,
the new 16th edition of Wilkinson's
Road Traffic Offences is still the bts.t
thing on the road.*
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Use Wilkinson free
for 21 days

The best way to see how Wilkinson
will aid your road traffic work is to
take advantage of our 21 days free
approval offer.

We'll send it to you at £195.00 for
your inspection. If it does not meet
your needs, simply send it back within
21 days in good condition and owe
nothing.

If you do decide to buy, simply pay
against the date shown on the invoice.
Nothing could be simpler.

Simply call our FREEPHONE
number below to reserve

your copy now.

CALL US FREE ON:

0800 289 618
(quoting ref EP/024)
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Laurence Begner

London is virtually the only major city in the western
hemisphere without an eruv, or specially designated
area for orthodox Jews. Richard Clayton meets the
Harley Street solicitor leading the campaign for
change

p
UT THE man on the Clapham
omnibus in the 'Mastermind' chair
and ask him what an eruv is, and

he'll pass quicker than you can say
`Shalom'. Admittedly these days the man
on the Clapham omnibus is quite likely to
be robbing the driver, but the principle
holds good. London is the only capital city
in the west still without an eruv, an area set
aside by orthodox Jews where the Jewish
law forbidding 'carrying' on the Sabbath
does not apply. At the moment the law
means that even everyday items such as
keys or a wallet cannot be carried, and
extends to prohibit the use of wheelchairs
and pushchairs.

J̀udaism is a very family-orientated reli-
gion,' explains Laurence Begner, the
London solicitor spearheading the cam-
paign to establish an eruv including NW11,
NW2, N2 and parts of N3. 'The Sabbath is
the high point of the Jewish week and it's
the day when families have an opportunity
to gather together and visit each other. But
if the most elderly and youngest members
of the family need a wheelchair or a
pushchair to get around, this is often not
possible. They can't even get to syna-
gogue.' An eruv is created by joining exist-
ing boundaries — any physical landmark
such as buildings or major roads — with
lengths of wire to make an enclosed space,
within which Jews are not subject to the
'carrying' ban. 'This is often misunder-
stood,' says Begner. 'It's not a question of
the rules being relaxed. Jewish law actually
forbids carrying on the Sabbath in the pub-
lic domain. Within the eruv there is no law
to break.'
One would have thought setting up an

eruv would be a simple matter, but Begner
and his eruv committee, created in 1990,
have been stymied by a barrier of an unnat-
ural kind: planning permission. Their initial
application, despite being endorsed by local
planning officers, was turned down by
Barnet council. A second application, tak-
ing account of local objections, met a simi-

lar fate, because it involved erecting poles
in a conservation area. Begner and his col-
leagues have now appealed to the Secretary
of State for the Environment, and are
awaiting the outcome, which is expected
shortly. The campaign has attracted support
from Jews and non-Jews alike, notably
from the Chief Rabbi and a sympathetic
leader in The Times. Begner won't say
what the committee plans to do if it gets the
ministerial thumbs-down, although presum-
ably judicial review would be an option.
'We don't see any point in second-guessing
at this stage,' he says. He dismisses sugges-
tions that planning permission may have
been refused on racist grounds. 'I really
don't think so. I think the main problem is
that most people still don't know what
eruvim — not eruvs'! — are or understand
their significance to the Jewish communi-
ty.' The poles and wire used, Begner
explains, would not interfere with anyone
else's activities. They are roughly the same
size as telegraph poles, supporting a thin
wire — 'like fishing line' — some 21 feet
above the ground. There are eruvim in
many European cities and in more than 20
cities in the United States. 'Not many peo-
ple know that in Washington the White
House and Senate building are in the mid-
dle of an eruv.' The whole of Israel, says
Begner, is an eruv, but there has never been
one in Britain.
Begner describes himself as 'a senior

partner' at Kanter Jules Grangewoods, a
general practice with a mainly Jewish
clientele, based amid a myriad of private
doctors and dentists in London's Harley
Street. 'We do some commercial, commer-
cial property, conveyancing, litigation ... a
bit of everything, really.' He declines to
give up-to-date figures on the firm's com-
position, hinting at plans to expand to be
announced at the beginning of February.
There was no law in his family. 'I just
decided that I wanted to be a solicitor and
went ahead and did it.' He qualified in
1976, having done his articles with

Grangewoods, which subsequently evolved
into Kanter Jules Grangewoods, so has
effectively been with the same firm
throughout.
Begner's wife, an American, is herself

studying to become a lawyer, having borne
Begner five children, all boys. Will he
encourage them to follow him into the law?
He roars with laughter. 'I'm going to
encourage them to become decent human
beings,' he says. 'What they do after that is
really a matter for them. Having said that,
my eldest son wants to be a lawyer. But my
second son wants to be an actor ...' As one
would expect, Begner's family is his prin-
cipal extra-curricular interest. 'I am also
active in various charitable organisations.'
Apart from the eruv committee, on which
he has worked for the last three years,
Begner is a leading light in the New Israel
Community, which he was instrumental in
setting up in 1983. 'This is a young, vibrant
orthodox Jewish community,' he says,
adding that he considers this to be his
proudest achievement to date. The commu-
nity provides educational programmes and
a wide range of ... well, community activi-
ties, and illustrates Begner's commitment
to the development of Jewish society with
its emphasis on moral fibre and, dare one
say it, family values.

It has to be said that, even in a brief con-
versation, Begner radiates a serenity or, at
any rate, a contentment rare among the
majority of us, the lapsed C of E, liberal-
with-a-very-small-'1' community. Asked to
define his long-term ambitions, he opts not
for presidency of the Law Society nor a
seat in parliament nor even to be the fattest
cat in Harley Street, Wimpole Street and
Wigmore Street combined. 'I just want to
be happy. That seems to me to be the most
important thing in life, just to be happy' ■




